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ADVER  TI SEMEN  T. 


Although  the  Title  of  this  Tour,  in  the  original, 
comprehends  44  A  Journey  from  London  to  the  Land's 
End"  yet  the  Editor  is  concerned  to  add,  that  the 
Manufcript  is  complete  no  farther  than  the  IJle  of 
Wight:  but  as  he  intends  to  publifh  a  Continuation, 
in  a  third  volume,  for  the  purpofe  of  completing  Mr. 
Pennant's  original  plan,  he  is  authorifed  to  inform 
the  Public,  that  the  undertaking  will  be  aflifted  by  all 
the  information  which  can  be  derived  from  a  Gentle- 
man who  accompanied  Mr.  Pennant  during  the  Tour, 
who  aflifted  in  his  refearches,  and  was  acquainted  with 
his  opinions  and  intentions. 
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A  fter  dinner  we  left  Dover,  and,  pafling  through  Snare- 
street,  and  beneath  its  horrible  precipices,  travelled  along 
a  pleafant  valley,  bounded  by  flopes  clothed  with  turf  or 
the  verdure  of  young  corn.  The  front,  towards  the  fca, 
confifts  of  vaft  chalky  cliffs ;  among  others,  that  fung  by 
Shakspeare :  on  one  I  faw  a  great  tumulus,  the  brother 
to  that  mentioned  by  Stukeley  ;  the  other  either  was  over- 
looked by  me,  or,  as  the  old  antiquary  foretold,  has  been  de- 
voured by  the  fea.  Beneath  one  of  the  cliffs  was  a  vaft  lapfe, 
which  remains  entire  ;  the  furface  undulated,  and  covered 
with  turf,  unaltered  unlefs  in  the  novelty  of  its  humble 
Vol.  II.  b  fituation : 
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fltuation  :  this  appearance  continued  a  confiderable  way. 
The  cliffs  hereabouts  form  a  beautiful  femi-lunar  bay. — 
View.  The  view  from  one  of  thefe  heights  is  very  fine  ;  of  Dover 
Castle and  the  line  of  fnowy  cliffs  beyond ;  a  long  range  of  the 
coafi  of  France^  from  Grisne-z  to  far  beyond  Boulogne ;  and 
to  the  weft  are  feen  the  high  lands  near  Folkstone^  and  the 
level  country,  which  almoft  dies  away  to  the  figh  t  in  the 
low  point  of  Dimgeness.  From  hence  we  defcended  into 
lower  land — a  vaft  flat,  but  lofty  and  precipitous  towards  the 
fea  ;  the  country  inclofed  ;  to  the  right  the  hills  broken 
into  fmooth  and  verdant  fugar-loafed  pikes,  the  land  riling 
conflderably  behind  them.  To  Folkstone  is  a  very  great  de- 
fcent.  We  were  told,  that  in  the  night  is  frequently  feen  a 
Sulphureous  lambent  flame  beyond  Folkstone  church  ;    poflibly  a  ful~ 

Exhalation.     ,  .    .     .       r  .  .  r  .  , 

phureous  exhalation  lpirting  at  times  out  or  the  earth. 


Folkstone. 


That  town,  according  to  the  opinion  of  the  beft  anti- 
quaries, was  on  the  fite  of  the  Lapis  Tituli  of  Nen?iiusy 
famous  for  a  victory  obtained  by  Vortimer  over  the  Saxons : 
the  old  hiftorian  places  their  defeat  on  the  more  of  the 
Gallic  ftreights.    Our  hero,  at  the  point  of  death,  requefted 
that  his  body  might  be  interred  upon  the  fpot  where  thofe 
barbarians  were  wont  to  land  ;  poflibly  from  a  notion  that 
his  very  remains  would  ftrike  awe  into  a  nation  which  had 
fo  often  felt  the  power  of  his  fword. 

Folkstone 
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Folksione  grew  into  a  very  considerable  place  in  the  Saxon  asaxon  Town. 
period  ;  to  them  it  owed  its  name,  Folkestane.  Five  Churches 
and  a  Nunnery  were  in  old  times  to  be  found  in  the  town  ; 
the  laft  was  founded  in  630  by  Eadbald  king  of  Kent,  for 
the  ufe  of  his  daughter  Eanswitha  and  her  chafte  compa- 
nions. She  was  the  firft  abbefs,  and  afterwards  received 
the  honour  of  canonization.  He  himfelf  had  been  moft 
notorioully  inceftuous,  fo  hoped  to  expiate  by  this  antidote 
to  vice.  The  Church  was  dedicated  to  St.  Peter,  but  both 
Church  and  Convent  were  either  deftroyed  by  the  impiety  of 
the  Danes,  or  fwept  away  by  the  fea.  Earl  Godwine  and  his 
fons,  in  a  rebellion  in  the  time  of  the  ConferTor,  deftroyed 
three  more  \  fo  that  only  one  Church  now  remains.  In  af- 
ter times,  Nigel  de  Mimeville,  lord  of  Folhtone,  in  1095, 
founded  a  Priory  near  the  lite  of  the  old  Nunnery,  which 
being  again  in  danger  of  deftru6fcion,  was  removed  to  a  place 
near  the  prefent  Church.  Nigel  gave  the  Church,  which 
was  dedicated  to  St.  Mary  and  St.  Eanswith,  to  the  Abbey 
of  honly  or  Lullege  in  Normandy,  which  fent  here  fome 
Benedictines  :  They  firft  refided  in  the  caftle,  and  after- 
wards in  a  houfe  built  for  their  ufe.  It  continued  to  the 
diffolution,  when  it  was  granted  to  Edward  lord  Clinton. 


Eadbald  built  on  the  more  a  Caftle,  which  was  greatly  Castle, 
flrengthened  by  the  Norman  William  de  Averanche,  baron 
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of  Folkstone ;  but  as  Lambarde  mentions  certain  walls  exift- 
ing  in  his  time,  partly  built  with  great  bricks,  the  Callle 
might  have  been  originally  Roman,  and  one  of  thofe  many 
forts  built  by  Theodosius  the  younger,  to  protefr.  our  mores 
from  the  invading  Saxons  \  but  all  are  now  fwept  away  by 
the  encroachments  of  the  fea. 

The  Town  itfelf  is  built  on  the  fide  of  a  fort  of  chafm 
opening  to  the  fea  :  a  part  fkirts  the  water ;  and  the  Church 
with  fome  buildings  occupy  the  fummit  on  the  weftern  fide  : 
Folkstone    It  wants  even  a  pier.    The  famous  Folksto?ie  cutters,  fo 

UTTERS 

noted  for  their  failing,  lie  upon  the  beach  :  thefe,  in  every 
refpecl:,  refemble  the  great  Deal  cutters,  but  are  of  larger 
dimenfions,  and  carry  about  a  hundred  and  ten  tons.  Since 
the  fuppreflion  of  fmuggling,  the  fifheries  have  been  carried 
on  at  this  place  with  good  fuccefs. 

Church,  In  my  road  from  Folkstone  I  vifited  the  Church :  the 
Tower  ftands  in  the  centre  ;  but,  by  the  lofs  of  the  tranfepts, 
the  crofs-like  form  is  loft-  Within  I  found  the  recumbent 
figure  of  a  man  in  armour,  placed  beneath  a  rich  Gothic 
arch,  and  in  front  of  the  tomb  feven  pleureurs : — a  rich 
white  aiabafter  monument,  the  top  fupported  by  black  co- 
lumns with  capitals  of  the  Corinthian  order :  beneath  are 
two  men  in  armour,  in  trunk  breeches,  with  fhort  hair  ;  the 
i  one 
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one  with  along,  the  other  with  a  fhort beard.  Therirft  was 
John  Herdson,  the  other  his  fon  Henry ,  and  the  name  ex- 
prelTed  with  an  acroftic  :  the  date  1622. 

I  fhould  conceal  an  honour  this  town  had,  if  I  did  not  men- 
tion, that  in  1578  it  gave  birth  to  William  Harvey ,,  the  ce- 
lebrated phyfician,  to  whom  we  owe  the  important  difcovery 
of  the  circulation  of  the  blood.  At  the  age  of  ten  he  was  fent 
to  fchool  at  Canterbury ;  from  that  time  he  feems  never  to  have 
returned  to  his  native  place.  After  the  benefits  of  a  foreign 
education  he  fixed  at  London,  became  phyfician  to  James  L 
and  Charles  I.  After  feveral  changes,  during  the  troubles 
of  the  laft  monarch,  he  retired  into  Kent,  where  he  died 
in  1657,  aged  eighty,  as  full  of  glory  as  of  years,  and  was 
interred  in  the  Church  of  Hempstead  in  the  county  of 
of  Hartford, 

From  the  Church  I  took  a  walk  a  little  to  the  weft,  to  fee 
the  fubfid  ence  of  the  earth,  which  has  considerably  attracted  Sinking  of 
the  attention  of  the  curious.  Before  we  reach  Folhtone,  ™E  R0UN 
the  chalky  ftrata  take  a  turn  towards  the  north-weft,  re- 
cede from  the  fea,  and  leave  in  their  ftead  ftrata  of  brown 
marie,  fand,  and  beds  of  a  coarfe  ftone,  the'  marble  contain- 
ing pyritical  bodies  :  in  the  ftone  are  bedded  foflil  oyfters. 
The  water  which  falls  on  this  tract  percolates  readily  through 

the 
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the  heterogeneous  beds,  and  renders  the  lower  unable  to 
fupport  the  weight  of  thofe  incumbent ;  the  latter  of  courfe 
fubfide  on  the  finking  of  their  bafes.    In  fome  inftances 
rocks  have  been  raifed  at  fome  diftance  from  the  fubfiding 
cliff,  fo  as  to  appear  above  the  furface  of  the  fea;  but  if 
the  ftrata  fo  raifed  happen  to  be  compofed  of  marie  or  fand, 
they  are  difperfed  by  the  waves  fo  expeditiously  as  never 
to  remain  long  viflble.    In  my  walk  along  the  edge  of 
the  cliff  the  fubflded  portion  was  very  apparent,  funk 
numbers  of  feet  below  the  furface  of  that  path  to  which  it 
belonged.    This  phenomenon  has  been  well  defcribed  and 
delineated  in  the  Philofophical  Tranfactions,  Vol.  LXXVI. 
p.  220,  Tab.  iv.    It  happened  in  September  1785,  but 
others  have  occurred  in  different  years.    Several  inftances 
are  recorded  in  thofe  Annals  of  Literature,  in  different  parts 
of  the  kingdom  ;  one  in  particular,  which  happened  in  this 
neighbourhood,  is  defcribed  in  Low  thorp's  Abridgement, 
Vol.  IV.  p.  248,  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Sacchette.    By  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  ground  in  feveral  other  places,  it  is  evident 
that  fimilar  accidents  have  happened  in  perhaps  diftant 
periods,    when  they  have  palled  unnoticed   and  unre- 
corded. 

Little  more  than  a  mile  from  Folkstone  we  defcended  from 
the  heights,  and  in  about  half  a  mile  more  reached  the  vil- 
lage 
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lage  and  fort  of  Sand? ate*  feated  on  the  beach:  at  the.firft  Sandgate 

&  d  Fort. 

is  fome  appearance  of  Ihip-building,  in  the  leiTer  fpecies  of 
veffels.  The  fort  coniifts  of  a  round  tower  in  the  middle, 
furrounded  by  others  of  the  fame  form.  Queen  Elizabeth 
lodged  in  it  in  1588,  when  (he  made  her  progrefs  through 
Kent,  to  put  the  county  into  a  ftate  of  defence  againft  the 
invafion  threatened  by  the  Spaniards.  This  little  caftle  is 
now  quite  neglected,  and,  at  the  time  I  was  there,  tenanted 
by  an  humble  farmer. 

We  continued  our  journey  about  two  miles  and  a  half 
farther,  near  the  fea,  on  a  low  tract  with  riling  grounds  to  our 
right,  to  the  town  of  Hythe.  It  confifts  of  two  long  flreets  Hythe. 
interfered  by  others  at  right  angles,  and  has  a  very  neat  ap- 
pearance :  At  prefent  it  ftands  near  half  a  mile  from  the 
fea;  formerly  the  water  flowed  up  to  the  very  town,  and 
formed  a  good  harbour.  In  old  times  Hythe  extended  above 
two  miles  along  the  fhore,  as  far  as  West-hithe,  and  had 
four  parifli  churches ;  that  of  St,  Nicholas,  our  Lady's  Pa- 
rish, St.  Michael's,  and  our  Lady's  of  West-hithe.  In  849 
Alfred  beflowed  Hythe,  or  Hyde,  as  it  was  called  by  the 
Saxons,  on  the  Priory  of  Christ  church  in  Canterbury .  It 
was,  at  the  time  of  the  Conqueft,  a  manor  belonging  to  Salt- 
wood,  and  had  two  hundred  and  twenty  burgefTes  belonging 
to  it.  It  is  probable  that  this  town  flourifhed  on  the  decay 
3  of 
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of  West-hithe  and  Lymme*.  It  is  one  of  the  Cinque  Ports, 
and  fent  its  Barons  to  Parliament  at  the  fame  time  as  the 
others,  and  flill  continues  to  enjoy  the  privilege.  It  fur- 
nifhed  its  quota  of  five  mips,  and  is  mentioned  in  1347,  in 
the  great  armament  of  that  year,  under  the  name  of  New 
Hythe.  Hythe,  which  poflibly  was  the  weftern  part  of  the 
town,  is  named  on  the  fame  occafionas  fending  fixf.  This 
New  Hythe  had  alfo  its  time  of  decay  :  Both  at  firfr.  feem 
involved  in  common  calamities.  In  the  time  of  Edward  II. 
near  four  hundred  houfes  were  burnt  by  an  accidental  fire, 
and  immediately  after,  the  place  was  vifited  by  a  moft  de- 
finitive peftilence.  In  Leland\  days,  the  ruins  of  churches 
and  of  the  church-yards  remained  evidences  of  its  former 
magnitude.  In  confideration  of  thefe  misfortunes,  Henry  IV. 
excufed  the  port  from  the  ufual  quota  of  /hips  during  five 
rotations. 

The  parifh-church  is  feated  high  above  the  town,  on  the 

HURCH.  *■  ° 

rifing  grounds  :  It  is  a  large  and  venerable  pile,  dedicated 
to  St.  Leonardo  once  conventual,  and  belonging  "  fum- 
ftBBEY.  tyme  to  a  fayr  abbay,"  fays  Leland\  which  is  all  we  know 
of  it:  at  prefent  it  is  only  a  chapel  to  Saltwood.  There 
is  much  fingularity  in  and  about  the  church,  fuch  as  paflages 
cut  through  the  five  great  buttrefTes,  a  ftrange  grotefque 
face  over  one  of  the  doors,  and  a  door  with  a  neat  molded 

arch 

*  Lei  and,  vi.  140.  f  Hackluyt,  i. 
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arch  on  the  fouth  fide,  now  almoft  buried  in  the  earth,  pof- 
fibly  a  way  to  the  crypt  or  Tub-chapel,  by  which,  Lcland  tells 
us,  the  religious  people  came  in  at  midnight.  Within  is  a 
vaft.  flight  of  fteps  from  the  nave  to  the  chancel,  and  a  neat 
gallery  round  the  fides,  with  gothic  arches,  divided  by  a 
pillar.  The  windows  at  the  end  of  the  chancel  are  three, 
narrow  and  gothic,  with  the  moft  elegant  flender  and  lofty 
pillars  on  each  fide  I  ever  faw.  The  whole  of  the  building 
is  gothic,  one  round  arch  excepted,  which  fhews  that  there 
muft  have  been,  prior  to  this,  a  church  perhaps  founded  in 
Norman  days. 

Under  the  chancel  is  a  great  Vault,  with  a  neat  gothic  bones  o» 
door  opening  to  the  church-yard,  full  of  fculls  and  other  Danes* 
bones  nicely  forted  and  piled  :  Thefe  are  conjectured  to  have 
belonged  to  fome  Danish  pirates,  who,  having  landed  on 
the  fhore,  had  been  defeated  with  great  flaughter,  and  their 
bones  left  to  be  bleached  by  external  expofure  to  heat  and 
cold  upon  the  naked  beach  ;  they  are  certainly  of  uncom- 
mon whitenefs.  There  is,  not  far  from  Hythe^  a  fpot  called 
Marrow-bone  field ;  poflibly  from  having  been  the  place 
where  the  flaughter  was  made,  and  the  bones  in  after-times 
collected. 


Near  the  abbey  ftood  an  Hofpital,  founded,  according  to 
Vol.  II.  c  Leland, 


/ 
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Leland,  for  leprous  perfons.  Here  alfo  was  another,  founded 
by  Humo  bifhop  of  Rochester,  and  the  commonalty  of  this 
place,  in  1336,  for  ten  poor  men  and  women,  who  were  to 
receive,  befides  clothing,  four-pence  each  weekly. 

Saltwood        I  was  not  acquainted  with  the  vicinity  of  Saltwood  when 

A.  S  T  JL  E  • 

I  was  at  Hythe,  otherwife  I  mould  not  have  neglected  mak- 
ing it  a  vifit :  It  ftands  on  the  high  grounds,  about  three 
quarters  of  a  mile  diftant  from  this  town.    Mr.  Grose,  by 
his  print     enables  me  to  fay,  that  the  Caftle,  an  ancient 
refidence  of  the  Archbimops  of  Canterbury,  is  a  very  large 
pile,  and  the  precinct  of  the  yard  very  confiderable,  the 
great  gate  defended  by  two  rounders.   Before  that,  was  ano- 
ther yard  furrounded  with  walls,  with  round  towers  at  pro- 
per intervals,  and  a  gate  limilar  to  that  of  the  inner  yard. 
It  had  been  beftowed  on  the  See,  in  1036,  by  Halden,  a 
Saxon  nobleman,  and  was  wrefted  from  the  Primates  by 
Henry  II.  but  reftored  again  to  the  fierce  Becket.    It  was 
greatly  improved  by  Archbimop  Courtney,  who  died  in 
1396.     After  various  changes,  it  is  at  prefent  the  property 
of  Sir  Brooke  Bridges.    The  foundation  of  this  Caftle  has 
been  attributed  to  the  Roma/is,  but  there  is  not  the  leaft  trace 

of  the  materials  they  \  /. ;re  accuftomed  to  ufe  :  It  may  have 

*uuijDjuoo37  to  3iul£3jq  }£3Tn  rfaiw  '  t^lf^ '  .  " 
been  Saxon*  rebuilt  by  the  Normans*  and  again  by  Courtney. 

the  flyle  introduced  by  Edward  I.  long  before. 

May 

*  The  Bucks  have  given  a  fuller  view,  I.  tab.  140. 
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May  12///,  afcend  a  fteep  bad  road,  up  a  pleafant  dell 
full  of  pollards  and  poor  woods,  and  on  a  ftratum  of  lime- 
ftone,  to  Lyme  Castle,  a  cancellated  houfe  belonging  to  the  Lyme  Casvl* 
archdeaconry  of  Canterbury,  placed  on  the  fummit  of  the 
hill.  It  is  embattled,  has  a  great  fquare  tower  at  each  end, 
has  much  tophus  in  the  composition,  and  the  mortar  is  formed 
with  gravel  and  fhells. 

The  tower  of  the  church  is  fquare,  and  very  thick,  clumfy 
and  ftrong  ;  the  infide  is  a  plain  Gothic,  but  beneath  the 
fteeple  is  a  Saxon  or  round  arch. 

Not  far  beneath  the  caftle  ftand  the  remains  of  Statfall 
Castle,  a  Roma?i  ftation :  this  impended  over  the  Portus  Portus  l-e- 
Lemannus,  and  had  in  garrifon  a  Propositus  Numeri  Tur-  MANNUS* 
nacensium.    It  hangs  on  a  flope  of  the  hill,  which  might 
occafion  the  founders  to  deviate  from  the  rectangular  figure, 
and  give  the  precinct  a  fub-oval  form.    By  fome  remains 
of  one  of  the  gates,  the  entrance  appears  oblique,  like  that  of 
Richborough :  the  whole  walls  are  evidently  of  Roman  ma- 
fonry,  and  are  now  venerably  clothed  in  moft  parts  with 
ivy  of  van:  thicknefs.    Here  our  guide  from  the  neighbour- 
ing caftle,  with  great  pleafure  of  recollection,  defcribed  the 
pleafures  of  brandy  that  ufed  to  be  hid  in  the  ivy  thickets, 
that  baffled  the  fearch  of  the  moft  penetrating  officers ;  then 

c  2  he 
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he  made  a  natural  tranfition  to  the  change  of  time,  and  cen- 
fure  of  our  cruel  minifter.  "  There  was  not  a  man  m  this 
neighbourhood,"  fays  our  ruftic  youth,  "  but  who  kept  a 
dozen  or  more  good  horfes,  all  of  which  they  have  been 
obliged  to  part  with,  and  get  their  livelihood  by  farming 
and  other  ignoble  occupations." 

Roman  Road.  A  Roman  road  led  directly  to  this  ftation  from  Canterbury  : 
from  the  material  which  compofes  this  way,  it  is  called 
Stone- street :  it  was  one  of  the  great  pafTages  into  Gaul. 
The  Roman  (hipping  rode  immediately  beneath,  in  the  Partus 
hemannus.  This  had  been  a  confiderable  ftation :  the  pre- 
fent  walls  inclofed  above  ten  acres  of  land,  and  there  had 
been  others  which  ran  up  the  hill,  and  again  downwards 
towards  the  water. 

After  the  eftablifhment  of  the  Saxons,  Portus  Lemamius 
Shipway.  changed  its  name  to  that  of  Shipway ;  and  near  the  foot  of 
the  hill  arofe,  on  the  ruin  of  the  Roman  ftation,  the  town  of 
Shipway,  where,  after  the  erection  of  the  Cinque  Ports, 
the  Warden  was  fworn  into  his  office,  all  burinefs  relative  to 
the  ports  tranfafted,  and  a  fort  of  parliament  or  council  con- 
vened, in  which  fat,  in  due  form,  the  Warden,  the  Mayors, 
or  the  Jurats  of  the  feveral  ports,  according  to  their  ranks*. 

This 

*  Harris,  Additions  xxxviii. 
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This  town  at  length  fell  to  total  decay,  fo  that  nothing  but 
the  name  remains.  The  buflnefs  of  the  ports  has  long  fince 
been  transferred  to  Dover ;  yet  fuch  was  its  former  confe- 
quence  as  to  give  name  to  a  hundred,  which  is  ftill  pre- 
fer ved. 


West  or  Old  Hytlie  fucceeded  to  Shipway.  This  town,  Old  Hythk. 
which  formerly  fent  fix  lTiips  for  the  defence  of  the  realm, 
is  now  reduced  to  a  poor  hamlet.  In  the  demolifhed  church 
are  many  appearances  of  its  origin,  Roman  bricks  and  other 
materials  taken  from  the  ruins  of  the  more  ancient  Leman- 
nus. 

At  this  place,  or  perhaps  a  little  nearer  to  New  Hythe, 
begins  the  vaft  Romney  Marsh.    From  hence  the  high  lands  Romwey 

i  i     xt      i  i  r  •  mi  Marsh. 

recede  to  the  North,  and  form  a  great  concavity.  They  are 
to  be  traced  by  Lymme,  Courtat- street  y  Bonningto?z,  Ke- 
narto?i,  Tenter  den^  and  Rolvenden,  when  the  eminences  turn  s  , 
towards  the  South,  and  end  by  Pleyden  and  Rye*.  The 
breadth  from  Hythe  to  Rolvenden  is  about  twenty  miles ;  the  Extent  and 
depth  from  Orleston  to  Dnngeness  about  thirteen.  The 
contents  of  the  scotted  lands,  forty-lix  thoufand  nine  hun- 
dred and  twenty  acres,  belides  feveral  hundred  acres  of  falts 
and  outlands  not  fcotted.    The  fcotted  lands  go  under  the 

general 

*See  the  Map  in  Dugdale's  Embank,  p.  16, 
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general  name  of  Romney  Marshy  but  that  includes  the  fol- 
lowing different  divifions  : 


Romney  Marsh,  properly  fo  called, 

23,926  acres. 

Walland  Marsh 

16,489 

De/ige  Marsh         -         -  - 

2,912 

New  Romney  Level 

*  ^ -335  r 

Guildford  Marsh 

3*265 

46,927 

The  fcotted  lands  maintain  about  a  hundred  and  fifty 
thoufand  fheep  and  lambs.  The  laft,  in  winter,  are  put  out 
to  keep  in  East  and  West  Kent  and  Sussex,  and  black  cattle 
are  in  return  fent  from  thofe  places  into  the  marfh  during 
fummcr.  When  there  is  plenty  of  grafs  in  the  marfh,  the 
graziers  purchafe  young  cattle  of  the  Welsh  drovers,  who 
have  good  information  of  that  circumfbince,  and  provide 
accordingly.  Some  few  years  ago  a  great  number  of  fheep 
were  procured  from  L'mcolnshire  and  Leicestershire,  with  a 
view  to  improve  the  breed  in  the  marfh  ;  but  I  hear  that  the 
project  did  not  anfwer. 

From  the  foot  of  Statfall  Castle,  I  found,  is  about  a  mile 
and  a  half  to  the  fhore  ;  fo  far  had  the  fea  retreated.  The 
road  lay  on  what  is  called  Dimchurch  Wall>  a  moll:  magni- 
ficent 
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ficent  work,  being  a  dam  flung  up  to  prevent  the  invafion 
of  the  fea,  and  to  gain  from  it  the  land  which  it  had  once 
occupied:  the  breadth  at  top  was  twenty  feet,  and  at  bottom 
may  be  faid  to  extend  near  one  hundred  yards*.  To  defend 
this  from  the  fury  of  the  waves,  the  Hope  fronting  the  fea  is 
fecured  at  a  vaft  ex  pence  ;  in  fome  places,  by  piles  covered 
with  faggots,  and  over  them  a  layer  of  gravel ;  then  with 
rows  of  timber,  with  rails  let  in  to  comprefs  the  faggots. — 
At  every  ten  yards  diftance  are  jettees,  made  of  ftrong 
beams,  placed  in  pairs  a  few  inches  diftance,  and  between 
each  pair  ftrong  planks  :  thefe  run  into  the  fea,  propped  on 
each  fide  by  timber;  and  there  were  other  jettees  of  rods 
kept  down  by  tranfverfe  beams :  all  this  is  maintained  by  a 
certain  tax  on  each  acre.  The  annual  expence  of  keeping 
this  ftupendous  work  in  repair  amounts  to  near  4000I. 

When  we  turned  our  eyes  northward,  there  appeared  a  fuc- 
ceflion  of  thefe  dikes  which  had  been  made  in  different  ages, 
and,  having  ferved  their  purpofe,  remain  as  monuments  of  the 
induftry  of  the  times.  The  Marsh  had  been  guarded  by 
wholefome  laws :  it  had  its  famous  charter  from  Henry  III.  Charter  of 

1  1  r>       n->i  r  ■        i        Henry  III. 

m  the  years  1252  and  1250.  lhat  rerers  to  ancient  jaws 
and  cuftoms ;  fo  probably  the  fame  attention  had  been  paid 
to  the  railing  and  preferving  of  the  dikes,  even  in  the  Saxon 

times : 

*  Hafted'%  Kent,  II,  p.  427. 


1 6  FROM  DOVER  TO  THE  LAND'S-END. 

times :  its  name  is  Saxon,  Rumen-ea,  the  large  or  roomy 
place  by  the  water  :  the  inhabitants  were  Saxo?i>  and  were 
called  Merswarasy  homines  falustreSy  or  Fen-men, 

In  the  time  of  Henry  III.  twenty-four  Jurats,  elected  out 
of  the  liberties  of  Romney  Marsh,  were  fworn  to  enquire 
into  all  nuifances  arifing  in  the  marfh,  and  to  be  conferva- 
tors  of  the  dikes  and  iluices,  and  guardians  of  the  fafety  of 
the  whole.  Henry  fent  down  Henry  of  Bathy  a  noted  judi- 
ciary, to  fee  that  the  regulations  were  duly  obferved.  Suc- 
ceeding Kings  paid  the  fame  attention  to  the  marfh;  but 

Incorporated  Edward  Jfr   was  the  firft  who  incorporated  the  Bailiff  and 

by  Edward  IV.  r 

twenty-four  Jurats  and  the  Commonalty  of  Romney  Marshy 
empowering  them  to  buy  lands,  to  have  a  common  feal,  to 
hold  courts,  and  enjoy  fuch  privileges  as  no  other  place  in 
England  had  the  like*.  Thefe  courts  they  hold  ftiil,  and 
keep  their  records  in  the  village  of  Dimchurch. 

Punoeness.  DungenesSy  the  rnoft  fouthern  part  of  this  marfh,  runs  far 
into  the  fea,  and  has  on  it  a  light-houfe  feated  on  a  Dune 
or  Knowle  ;  is  very  low  land,  and  unfortunately  the  water 
has  within  thefe  few  years  deferted  it,  and  added  a  quarter 
of  a  mile  to  the  marfh,  to  the  great  danger  of  navigators. 

3  Num- 


•  Lam&arde,  212,  213* 
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Numbers  of  aquatic  birds  refort  here  in  the  fpring  to 
breed,  or  alight  and  make  a  fhort  flay  in  their  migrations  to 
other  places.  Among  the  flrft  are  the  Great  Sea  Swallow, 
Br.  Zool.  II.  No.  254  ;  the  Shrewsbury  Tern,  Arc!:.  Zool.  II. 
p.  525  ;  and  the  Black  Tern,  Br.  Zool.  II.  No.  256.  The 
Inago  arenaria,  Gmelin  Lin.  II.  680  ;  the  Pie,  Br.  Zool.  II. 
No.  202  ;  and  the  Sunder  ling,  No.  212,  breed  in  thefe 
marfhes.  I  think  that  Mr.  Hudson,  to  whom  I  owe  this 
lift,  added  the  Avosetta,  No.  228.  The  Godwit,  No.  179, 
arrives  here  in  the  middle  of  April,  and  goes  away  about  the 
middle  of  May ;  the  inhabitants  call  it  the  lambing-bird, 
becaufe  they  obferve  it  comes  at'  lambing-time,  and  goes 
away  as  foon  as  the  ewes  are  eafed  of  their  burden. 
\  x  ',  h;L  rot  *rx  o  s  avarf  oj  zhnsi  tud  oi  maris  m 

We  continued  our  journey  to  New  Romneyy  a  neat  fmall  New  Romney. 
town,  fituated  at  prefent  near  a  mile  from  the  fea ;  one  of 
the  Cinque  Ports,  having  ufurped  the  rights  of  the  Old  Rom- 
ney, now  in  a  mod  decayed  ftate.    This  town  arofe  on  the 
ruin  of  the  latter :  it  confifts  of  two  ftreets,  crofTed  by  two 
others  :  the  houfes  are  very  low,  to  avoid  the  danger  of 
ftorms,  which  rage  over  this  unfheltered  tract  with  uncom- 
mon fury.    The  church  is  moft  neatly  kept,  and  has  a  good 
tower-fteeple   ornamented  with  pinnacles.     It  had  been 
conventual,  belonging  to  a  cell  of  foreign  monks  fent  from 
Pountney  ;    but  after  the  fuppreflion  of  alien  priories,  it 
was  given  by  Henry  VI.  to  All  Souls  College  in  Oxford. 

Vol.  II.  d  Our 
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Our  journey  from  hence  was  over  a  very  bad  winding  road : 
Fine  View,  the  profpecl:  of  the  fine  amphitheatre  of  fertile  hills,  which 
bound  the  upper  parts  of  the  marfh,  was  beautiful ;  and  the 
diftant  view  of  the  high  downs  of  Sussex,  terminating  in 
Farleigh  head,  added  to  the  variety,  but  were  moft  unfa- 
vourable contrafts  to  the  dreary  flat  that  immediately  fur- 
rounded  us.  We  were  not  here  in  the  proper  time  of  the 
year,  when  it  ftruck  the  poetical  fancy  of  Michael  Drayton  * 
fo  ftrongly  as  to  paint  it 

Appearing  to  the  flood,  moil;  bravely,  like  a  Queen 

Clad  all  from  head  to  foot  in  gaudy  fummer's  green  ; 

Her  mantle  richly  wrought  with  fundry  flowers  and  weeds, 

Her  moiftful  temples  bound  with  wreaths  of  quivering  reeds, 

Which  loofely  falling  down  upon  her  lurry  thighs, 

Moft  ftrongly  feem  to  tempt  the  river's  am'rous  eyes  ; 

And  on  her  loins  a  frock,  with  many  a  fwelling  plait, 

Embofs'd  with  well-fpread  horfe,  large  meep,  and  full  fed  neat ; 

Some  wallowing  in  the  grafs,  there  lie  a  while  to  batten  ; 

Some  fent  away  to  kill,  fome  thither  brought  to  fatten  : 

With  villages  amongft,  oft  powthered  here  and  there  ; 

And  (that  the  fame  more  like  to  landfcape  mould  appear) 

With  lakes  and  leffer  fords,  to  mitigate  the  heat, 

(In  fummer  when  the  fly  doth  puck  the  gadding  neat 

Forced  from  the  brakes  where  late  they  browfed  the  velvet  buds,) 

In  which  they  lick  their  hides,  and  chew  their  favoury  cuds. 

At 

*  Poly-Olbion,  Canto  xviii. 
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At  the  diftance  of  two  miles  from  New  Romney  we  patted 

Old  Romney. 

by  the  Old,  now  reduced  to  the  church  and  a  few  poor 
houfes.  It  is  at  this  time  only  a  member  to  New  Romney, 
having  with  its  port  loft  its  fuperiority  :  it  once  furnifhed  its 
quota  of  mips.  "  Withyn  remembrance  of  man,"  fays  Le- 
land*,  "  fhyppes  have  cum  hard  up  to  the  towne  and  caft 
ancres  yn  one  of  the  chyrch  yardes."  In  his  time  it  was  fo 
reduced  that  out  of  three  great  churches  only  one  was  left, 
and  that  with  difficulty  maintained.  That  able  Antiquary 
mentions  the  daily  increafe  of  the  marm,  and  that  Old  Rom- 
ney was  then  two  miles  from  the  fea.  About  the  time  of 
the  Conqueft  it  had  even  five  churches,  and  was  divided  in- 
to twelve  wards  ;  and  the  inhabitants,  by  reafon  of  their  fea 
fervice,  were  exempt  from  all  trefpafTes,  except  robbery, 
breach  of  peace,  and  foriftell  f . 

Even  at  this  fmall  diffance  from  Hythe  was  another  ho- 
fpital,  for  lepers,  founded  by  Adam  de  Cherring,  in  the  time 
of  Baldwyn  archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  who  lived  from 
1 1 84  to  1 191.  The  leprofy  was  at  this  period  and  long 
after  a  cruel  epidemic  in  our  country,  poilibly  brought  by 
the  crufaders  from  the  Holy  Land,  and  fpread  here  by  filth 
and  bad  diet.  It  was  fuppofed  to  be  infectious,  and  was 
fhunned  as  the  plague ;  fo  that  had  it  not  been  for  thefe 

d  2  pious 

*  Itin.  vii,  142,  \  Camden  i,  257. 
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pious  inftitutions,  multitudes  muft  have  perifhed  moft  mi- 
ferably  under  this  loathfome  diforder.  It  is  a  difeafe  of  the 
East,  and  to  this  day  hofpitals  are  fupported  for  the  relief  of 
the  miferable  afHidted  *. 

Its  Ruin.  The  ruin  of  Old  Romney  commenced  in  the  reign  of  Ed- 
ward I.  when  the  fea,  forced  in  by  a  violent  wind,  over- 
flowed a  great  tract,  deftroyed  multitudes  of  men,  cattle 
and  houfes,  removed  the  river  Rother  out  of  its  channel, 
and  opened  another  paffage  to  the  fea,  under  the  town  of 
Rye.  This  river  rifes  at  Rotherfield  in  Sussex,  runs  eafterly, 
and  by  Newenden  in  Kent,  in  the  Coed  Andred  of  the  Bri- 
tons, dividing  into  three  branches,  which  united  now  fall 
into  the  fea  below  Rye.    In  the  flouriming  ftate  of  Old  Rom- 

Antient     ney^  ]t  formed  an  eftuary  two  miles  wide  at  its  mouth,  and 

Estuary. 

gave  to  that  ancient  town  a  fine  and  capacious  harbour ; 
whereas,  at  prefent,  the  neareft  part  of  the  Rother  is  not  lefs 
than  five  miles  diftant.  Along  the  read  fide  are  various 
deep  gutters  and  plames  of  waters,  indications  of  its  an- 
cient courfe,  which  ended  in  the  fea  near  a  populous  village 
called  Promhill,  deftroyed  in  the  fatal  inundation. 

In  proceeding  weftward  we  crofTed  a  branch  of  the  Ro- 
ther, and  foon  after  a  canal  (with  a  large  lock)  which  cut 

fhort 

*  Mead's  Medica  Sacra,  17. 
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fhort  the  winding  courfe  of  another  branch  of  the  fame 
river.    We  very  foon  after  entered  the  county  of 

-  SUSSEX, 

Part  of  the  RegnL  which  afterwards  was,  with  its  ancient 
conjunct,  Surry,  formed  into  the  fecond  Saxon  kingdom, 
called  by  them  Sulk  sex,  under  Cella,  about  the  year  491  ; 
but  in  the  year  722  was  conquered  by  Ina  king  of  JVessex, 
and  united  to  that  kingdom. 

As  foon  as  we  entered  this  county,  we  quitted  the  Pais- 
baSy  and  afcended  by  Pleydone,  a  village  with  a  church  and  Pleydone. 
fpire-fleeple.    Here  had  been  a  monaftery  under  the  go- 
vernment of  the  Abbot  of   Westminster^    bellowed  by 
He?iry  VII.  for  the  keeping  of  his  anniverfary. 

We  foon  reached  Rye,  a  fmall  town  feated  on  a  clayey  rye. 
eminence  between  the  difcharge  of  the  Rother  into  its  port, 
the  Portus  Nodus  of  Ptolemy.  The  harbour  is  faid  by 
Camden  to  have  been  formed,  or  rather  refrored,  fome  time 
in  the  fixteenth  century,  by  the  violence  of  a  mofr,  extraordi- 
nary tempeft,  and  ftill  farther  improved  by  another.  He 
fpeaks  of  it  as  being  in  his  time  the  ufual  paffage  to  Nor- 
mandy. 
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mandy.  It  is  one  of  the  Cinque  Ports,  flourished  greatly,  and 
foon  after  the  Conqueft:  contributed  its  quota  of  nine  fhips. 
The  caftle,  or,  as  it  is  called,  Ypres  tower*,  is  a  ftrong  fquare 
pile,  with  a  round  tower  at  each  corner.  It  was  founded 
by  William  de  Ypre,  a  famous  warrior,  created  Earl  of 
Kent  in  the  reign  of  King  Stephen  :  tired  of  the  world,  he 
betook  himfelf  to  a  monaftic  life  in  the  year  1162,  and 
died  in  the  abbay  of  Laon  in  Flanders  f. 

Edward  III.  encompafTed  Rye  with  walls :  fome  of  the 
gates  are  yet  Standing ;  but  all  are  very  ruinous.  In  the 
land-gate  is  a  handfome  gothic  arch,  and  on  each  fide 
guarded  by  a  round  tower :  beneath  the  caftle  is  a  battery  of 
eighteen  guns. 

The  church  has  nothing  remarkable  :  here  was  only  one 
religious  houfe,  that  of  the  Augustines,  at  or  before  the 
time  of  Edward  III.  ;  the  chapel  is  ftill  ftanding,  diftin- 
guifhed  by  its  gothic  windows  with  neat  tracery.  A  perfon, 
who  with  great  civility  fhewed  me  the  town,  afked  me, 
Margery  Had  I  heard  of  Margery  Gascogne}  On  my  anfwering  in  the 
Gasc  g.  e.    negative^  ke  toi^  me  a  fj;range  relation  of  a  young  woman  of 

that  name,  who,  he  faid,  had  been  three  years  with  child, 
that  fhe  felt  annual  throes,  and  that  the  fpringing  of  the 

c!iild 

*  Engraven  by  Mr.  Grofe  in  Sujfex.  t  Dugdale's  Baron.  I.  612. 
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child  was  evidently  felt  by  any  who  had  the  curioflty  to  place 
their  hands  on  the  umbilical  region  :  mine,  I  own,  was 
incited;  I  was  brought  to  a  poor  houfe  in  the  church-yard, 
where  I  found  a  young  woman  at  her  father's  houfe  in  bed  ; 
fhe  looked  wretchedly.  As  I  did  not  doubt  her  capacity  of 
mufcular  motion,  fo  as  to  imitate  infantine  leaping,  I  did  not 
make  the  experiment.  Her  fituation  is  refolved  by  the  town 
into  a  judgment  of  Heaven,  which,  for  perjury  in  fwearing 
the  child  on  an  innocent  perfon,  thus  vifited  her  by  this 
heavy  penalty  ! 

The  trade  of  Rye  confifts  chiefly  in  its  herring  and  mack-  Trade  of  Rye. 
rel  fifheries,  and  in  trawling  for  flat  Afh,  which  are  fent  to 
London  :  it  alfo  exports  corn  and  malt.  The  old  harbour 
is  choking  up  with  fand :  partly  for  that  reafon,  partly  to 
inclofe  and  gain  a  conflderable  quantity  of  marfhy  land,  a 
plan  is  in  execution  for  forming  a  new  one,  and  a  large  ca- 
nal is  cutting  for  that  purpofe,  which  is  to  take  a  ftraight 
courfe  to  the  fea.  VefTels  of  about  a  hundred  and  fifty  tons 
enter  the  harbour  at  prefent ;  but  they  mud  lie  dry  at  the 
ebb. 

We  crofTed  a  draw-bridge  foon  after  we  defcended  from 
the  town  over  the  new  canal  :  the  road  traverfes  a  moll:  wet 
and  dreary  marfh.    At  a  fmall  diftance  to  the  left  ftands, 
1  in 
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w in che i. sea  jn  ruins,  Winchelsea  Castle ;  built  by  Henry  VIII.  in  the 

Castle. 

fame  ftyle  with  the  others  of  that  Monarch's  ere&ing.  The 
period  of  his  rage  for  univerfal  fortification  was  during  the 
years  1539  and  1 540.  It  met  with  much  oppofition  in  Par- 
liament*, like  the  plan  nearly  fimilar  in  later  times,  but  with 
different  fates:  Henry "s  defigns  were  always  irrefiftible,  and 
he  carried  his  point.  Old  Halle  gives  the  following  caufe 
for  the  founding  of  thefe  expenfive  fortrefTes,  for  this  alone 
is  faid  to  have  ccft  twenty-five  thoufand  pounds.  The 
plain  hiftorian  relates,  that — 

"  The  Kynge's  Highnes,  whiche  never  ceafed  to  ftody 

"  and  take  payne  both  for  the  anauncement  of  the  common 

lt  wealth  of  this  his  realme  of  England,  of  the  which  he 

"  was  the  only  fupreme  governour,  and  hed  alfo  for  the 

"  defence  of  al  the  fame,  was  lately  enfourmed  by  his  truftie 

"  and  faithful  frendes,  that  the  cankered  and  cruel  ferpent 

"  the  Bifhop  of  Rome,  by  that  archetraitor  Reignold  Pooley 

"  enemie  to  Gode's  worde  and  his  natural  countrey,  had 

"  moued  and  flirred  diuerfe  great  princes  and  potentates  of 

"  chriftendome  to  inuade  the  realme  of  England,  and  ut- 

"  terlye  to  deftroy  the  whole  nation  of  the  fame  :  Where- 

u  fore  his  Majeftie,  in  his  awne  perfone,  without  any  deley, 

"  toke  very  laborious  and  paineful  iournies  towardes  the  fea 
2  "  coaftes. 

*  Drake's  Parliam.  Hift.  iii.  161.  . 
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"  ccaftes.    Alfo  he  fent  divers  of  his  nobles  and  counfailors 

"  to  view  and  fearche  all  the  portes  and  daungers  on  the 

4<  coaftes  where  any  mete  convenient  landing-place  might 

c<  be  fuppofed  afwell  on  the  borders  of  England  as  alfo  of 

"  Wales j  and  in  all  foche  doubtful  places  his  Highnes 

<c  caufed  divers  and  many  bulwarkes  and  fortifications  to  bee 

s<  made.    And  further  his  Highnes  caufed  the  Lorde  Admi- 

"  ral  Erie  of  Southampton  to  prepare  in  redineffe  fhippes 

4<  for  the  fea,  to  his  great  coaft  and  charges 

Crofling  the  canal  of  the  new  harbour  on  another  draw- 
bridge, we  foon  after  quitted  the  marfh,  and,  going  up  a  fteep 
afcent,  paired  under  an  ancient  ruinous  gate  with  a  round 
tower  on  each  fide,  and  entered  the  remains  of  the  town  of 
Winchelsea.  It  ftands  on  a  flat  piece  of  ground  on  the  brink 
of  the  hill,  far  elevated  above  the  marfhes,  which  at  prefent 
peninfulated  it,  as  the  fea  did  in  its  flouriiliing  ftate,  and  now 
lies  about  a  mile  diftant  from  high-water  mark.  It  was 
originally  divided  into  about  forty  fquares  or  quarters,  as 
they  were  called,  with  fpacious  ftreets ;  fome  of  them  re- 
main, and  the  houfes  appear  neat  and  comfortable  :  few  vef- 
tiges  of  the  others  can  be  traced,  for  even  the  foundations 
of  the  buildings  are  in  general  loft ;  yet  in  various  parts  vaft 
vaults  (magazines  for  the  great  commerce  of  the  place)  are 

Vol.  II.  e  fre- 

*  Chronicle,  p.  235. 
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frequently  difcovered  in  digging.  I  went  into  two  or  three, 
and  found  them  of  uncommon  ftrength,  and  the  roofs  fe- 
cured  by  great  ribs  of  ftone,  which  crofTed  them  in  proper 
directions. 

In  the  middle  of  the  town  was  a  large  fquare,  now  moft 
imperfectly  built,  being  on  moft  fides  open  to  the  country. 
Fine  Church.  Jn  tne  centre  ftands  the  church :  three  ailes  and  the  chan- 
cel of  the  original  building  frill  remain,  and  three  of  the 
lofty  arches  which  fupported  the  tower,  the  column  of 
which  confifts,  according  to  the  ftyle  of  the  times,  of  duffers 
of  flender  and  elegant  pillars.  The  outfide  is  defpoiled  of 
every  beauty  except  a  venerable  coat  of  thick  ivy  on  the  ruins 
of  one  of  the  tranfepts,  and  amidft  its  folemn  green,  as  a 
contrail,  peeps  out  a  milk-white  monumental  tablet.. 

Within  the  church  are  feveral  ancient  monuments :  fuch  as, 
a  crofs-legg'd  knight  in  a  coat  of  mail,  partly  covered  with 
a  mantle,  holding  his  heart  in  his  hand ;  at  his  head  is  an 
angel,  at  his  feet  a  lion  Handing.  On  the  back  of  the  tomb 
is  rich  work  in  quatre-foils. 

Another  with  his  legs  alfo  crofTed  ;  his  hands  in  the  pof- 
ture  of  prayer,  and  covered  with  mail  to  his  fingers  ends  ; 
on  his  fhield  a  lion  rampant,  with  two  tails.  This  belonged 
to  an  Oxen  bridge  of  Breede,  in  this  county,  defcended 
i  from 
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from  the  Alardes,  a  family  which  had  flourifhed  in  this 
county  from  the  time  of  the  Conqueft,  whofe  arms  he  bore. 
An  Alarde  refts  alfo  here  ;  but  I  am  not  able  to  point  out 
his  monument :  that  family  were  of  note  in  thefe  parts. — 
heland  fays,  that  Alarde  and  Finche  Herbert  were  "  capi- 
taines  in  the  batel  of  Trade,  and  that  Finche  was  fore 
wounded  there  "\" 

A  man  in  a  gown,  and  with  fhort  curled  hair  and  uplifted 
hands.  Over  this  and  moft  of  the  figures  is  a  Gothic  arch, 
ornamented  with  foliage  or  other  fculpture. 

A  female  figure,  with  one  hand  holding  up  her  gown. 

Near  this  church  flood  within  thefe  few  years  a  very  folid 
fquare  tower,  in  which,  according  to  the  popular  tradition, 
were  hung  a  fet  of  bells  \  it  is  preferved  in  Mr.  Grose's  View 
of  the  church.  According  to  Ecton,  this  church  was  dedi- 
cated to  Thomas  Becket. 

In  the  flourifhing  flare  of  the  town,  here  had  been  two 
others,  St.  Giles's  and  St.  Leonard's :  a  fragment  of  the  lafl 
ftill  remains. 

Winchelsea  had  alfo  two  religious  houfes :  one  of  Black 

e  2  Friars, 

*  heland  It  In.  v.  57.  Does  he  not  mean  the  battle  near  feronenne,  in  1522, 
in  which  a  Finch  behaved  with  great  gallantry  ?    See  Collins,  iii.  275. 
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Dominicans.  Friars,  or  Dotninicans  ;  the  other  of  Grey  Friars.  The  firft 
was  founded  by  Edward  IL  the  laft  (as  is  faid)  by  William 
de  Buckingham.  The  choir  of  the  church  of  the  Grey 
Grey  Fsiaes.  Friars  exhibits  a  magnificent  evidence  of  its  former  grandeur- 
It  has  at  the  end  three  Gothic  windows  placed  in  a  tribune, 
and  four  on  each  fide  in  a  narrow  but  lofty  fryle.  An  arch  at 
the  weft  part,  about  twenty-fix  feet  wide,  rifes  to  a  height  un- 
commonly finking  and  noble  ;  it  ftands  in  a  gentleman's 
garden,  amidft  trees,  and  forms  an  object  of  rare  beauty, 
Mr.  Grose  and  Buck  give  different  views  of  thefe  remains. 
About  three  hundred  yards  from  the  friary  is  a  gable  end  of 
a  chapel ;  but  I  could  not  learn  any  thing  of  its  hiftory. 


Other  remains  of  antiquity  are  the  court-houfe  and  the 
gaol,  both  very  old,  as  the  Norman  or  round  arches  to  the 
doors  evince. 


Gates.  Three  of  the  gates  are  ftill  to  be  feen  in  a  very  ruinous 
condition,  and  here  and  there  a  piece  of  the  walls  with  an 
exterior  fofs.  The  North  Eaft  gate  was  on  a  very  grand 
defign,  as  appears  by  the  engraving  by  Mr.  Grose.  The 
land- gate  had  a  rounder  at  each  corner  ;  and  the  arch  of  the 
fouth  gate  was  almoft  flat,  formed  with  vaft  rude  ftones. 
This  may  be  called  New  Winchelsea.  In  the  time  of  Ed- 
ward I.  the  old  town,  which  flood  on  the  more,  was  in  the 
3  fpace 
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fpace  of  fix  or  feven  years  totally  mined,  and  at  length  ab- 
forbed  by  trie  fea.    The  date  of  its  defiruction  is  about  the 
year  1250:  fome  place  it  later.    That  feems  moft  probable  ; 
for  the  inhabitants,  forefeeing  the  danger,  petitioned  Ed- 
*ward  I.  for  ground  in  order  to  found  another  town:  he 
complied,  and  fent  John  de  Kirkby  bifhop  of  Ely,  and 
treafurer  of  E?igland,  in  1286,  to  view  the  fpot  :  at  that 
time  it  was  occupied  only  by  rabbits.    The  owners  were,  Sir 
John  Tregose,  knt.,  one  Maurice and  the  abbey  of  Battle. 
The  King  agreed  with  the  proprietors,  and  allotted  one  hun- 
dred and  feventy  acres  for  the  new  town,  and,  to  fecure  the 
occupants  from  infuk,  furrounded  it  with  walls  t.     He  alfo 
continued  to  it  ail  the  privileges  of  the  old  town,  which 
had  been  a  potent  tinque  port.      The  inhabitants  of  the 
latter,  encouraged  by  the  favour  of  the  King,  foon  began  to 
build  on  the  new  lite  ;  but  in  lefs  than  twenty  years  it  was 
twice  pillaged,  firfc  by  the  French^  and  again  by  the  Spa- 
niards, who  landed  near  Farleigh-head.     The  French  alfo 
played  the  incendiaries  in  this  town  in  the  reign  of  Rich- 
ard II.  and  Henry  VI.     That  it  recovered  its  lodes,  is 
evident  not  only  from  the  vaft  vaults  found  in  every  part 
wherefoever  the  inhabitants  dig,  but  from  its  fupplying  to 
the  exigences  of  the  State  twenty-one  fhips  and  five  hun- 
dred and  ninety-fix  men. 

Ti  • 
ms 

*  Lelandt  vi.  56. 
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This  place  fell  into  decay  by  a  reafon  the  reverfe  to  what 
had  occafioned  the  ruin  of  the  old  town  :  the  fea  deferted 
its  neighbourhood,  and  left  in  its  ftead  a  dreary  mar fh.  Prior 
to  that,  the  harbour  was  on  a  place  called  Pewes-fiond,  on 
the  weft  fide  of  the  town,  to  which  the  Strond-gate  pointed  : 
yet  it  certainly  retained  fome  of  its  opulence  as  late  as  the 
year  1573;  for  Queen  Elizabeth,  in  her  progrefs  of  that 
time,  was  fo  ftruck  with  the  fplendid  fcarlet  of  the  Mayor 
and  Jurats,  and  the  numerous  Gentry  who  inhabited  the 
place,  that  flie  complimented  it  with  the  title  of  Little  Lon- 
don      It  enjoys  the  privileges  of  the  other  cinque  ports, 
fends  members  to  Parliament,  and  has  its  infignia  lingular, 
and  allufive  to  maritime  affairs,  like  moft  of  the  reft. 

Old  Win-  Old  Wmclielseci  had  been  a  moft  powerful  port ;  but,  like 
the  others,  its  veffels  acted  in  moft  of  their  cruizes  with  favage 
barbarity.  During  the  time  that  Simon  de  Mo?iffort,  Earl 
of  Leicester,  held  his  iron  rod  over  thefe  kingdoms,  they 
gave  full  loofe  to  their  piracies,  and  flung  overboard  the  crews 
of  every  (hip  they  met,  whether  it  was  foreign  or  English. 
Leicester  had  ftiare  of  the  booty ;  fo  winked  at  their  enor- 
mities. In  1266  Prince  Edward  put  a  ftop  to  their  cruel- 
ties :  he  attacked  Winchelsea,  took  it  by  ftorm,  and  put 
to  the  fwordf  all  the  principal  perfons  concerned  in  the  in- 
human 

*  J^kc*  as  quoted  by  Mr.  Grofe  ;  article  Susskx.        f  HolinJhedi2'j2. 
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human  practices  of  the  times  :  the  reft  he  faved,  and  granted 
the  inhabitants  far  better  terms  than  they  merited.  He  at 
that  time  feared  their  power,  and  the  amTtance  they  might 
give  to  the  rebellious  Montfort,  had  he  been  too  rigorous  in 
his  meafures.  By  the  date  of  this  tranfaction  it  is  evident 
that  the  deftruction  of  Old  Winchelsea  could  not  have  hap- 
pened till  after  the  acceiTion  of  Prince  Edward  to  the 
throne. 

Till  within  thefe  few  years  there  was  at  New  Winchelsea 
a  manufacture  of  cambricks  ;  that  is  fucceeded  by  one  of 
mourning  gauzes  and  thin  filks. 

From  the  town  I  defcended  into  a  bottom,  and  on  the 
right  hand  left  a  flat  fpace  once  covered  with  the  tide  ; 
and  as  a  proof  I  was  informed  that  an  anchor  had  been 
found  beneath  the  foil.  Three  miles  from  Wi?ichelsea  I 
pafTed  by  the  fmall church  of  Iklesham.  The  Finches ',  an-  Iklesham. 
ceftors  of  the  prefent  Earl  of  Winchelsea,  pofTeffed  this 
place  very  early.  In  Saxon  times  it  belonged  to  a  llerin- 
god.  Henry  Herbert,  alias  Finch,  acquired  it  by  his  mar- 
riage with  Pamel,  daughter  to  Nicholas  Alarde  of  Win- 
chelsea, in  the  time  of  Edward  III.  Our  journey  was  con- 
tinued through  a  fertile  fuelling  country,  varied  with  beau- 
tiful woods,  We  paffed  by  Bromham-hall,  a  good  flone  houfe,  Bromham- 

HALL. 

the 
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the  private  property  of  Sir  William  Ashburnham  the  pre- 
fect bifhop  of  Chichester.  This  he  derived  from  the  mar- 
riage of  his  anceftor,  Richard  Ashburnham^  a  cadet  of  the 
family  of  the  Earl  of  Ashburnham,  with  the  daughter  and 
heirefs  of  Sir  John  Stoneling  knight  of  Bromham,  about 
the  reign  of  Edward  IV.  The  oaks  about  the  grounds  were 
much  mofs-grown,  and  fhorn  by  the  fea  winds. 


Farleigh-        We  crofled  Farleigh-hill,  and  left  its  vail  head  impend- 

iltAD. 

ing  over  the  fea  to  the  left :  on  the  fummit  is  the  church, 
ufeful  during  day  to  navigators.  The  view  from  this  emi- 
nence was  fine  and  extenhve ;  of  Dungeness  ^  flat  and  low, 
extending  farinto  the  fea ;  of  Folkstone  and  all  the  cliffs 
towards  Dover  and  the  Forelands,  and  towards  the  fouth- 
weft  of  a  vafl:  bay  terminated  by  Beachy-head.  It  is  off 
Meeting  of  Farleigh  head  that  the  northern  tide,    flowing  from  the 

the  Tides.  r       \  1      i      o      •   i  r  •  i 

German  fea  through  the  btreignts  or  Dover,  meets,  with  a 
great  rippling,  the  tide  from  the  vafl:  Atlantic,  which  is  fen- 
fibly  felt  between  this  place  and  Boulogne. 

Hastings.  We  defcended  a  long  and  fleep  hill  to  '  Hastings,  a  town 
crowded  in  a  narrow  gap  between  high  hills,  open  to  the 
fea  ;  a  wild  port,  without  even  the  fhelter  of  a  pier.  The 
Conqueror  made  this  place  his  firft  day's  march,  after  land- 
ing at  Pevensey  ;  ftaid  here  fifteen  days  to  refrefh  his  troops, 

collect 
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collect  provifions,  and  gain  a  knowledge  of  the  country  :  he 
drew  his  {hips  on  more,  to  take  from  his  army  all  hopes  of 
retreat,  and  left  them  under  the  protection  of  forts.  He 
added  Hastings  to  the  number  of  the  cinque  forts •,  and  it  en- 
joyed all  the  privileges  :  the  number  of  mips  which  it  fent 
out  for  the  ufe  of  the  State  was  only  five  ;  but  with  its  de- 
pendent ports,  twenty- one. 

This,  I  imagine,  was,  after  the  Conqueft,  a  common  pafTage 
to  Normandy  ;  for  one  Matthew  de  Hastings  held  the  manor  1 
of  Grenocle,  in  this  county,  of  the  King,  by  the  fervice  of 
finding  an  oar  whenever  the  King  parTed  over  the  fea  at  the 
haven  of  Hastings*. 

The  Editor  of  the  Saxon  Chronicle  f  imagines  that  a 
Danish  pirate,  Hasti?igus,  who  ufed  to  land  here  on  his 
plundering  expeditions,  gave  name  to  the  place  ;  and  being 
accuftomed  to  build  fmall  caftles  wherever  he  went  for  thefe 
purpofes,  it  is  highly  probable  that  the  prefent  was  built  on 
the  fite  of  one  of  his  rude  fortrerTes.  It  Hands  on  a  ffeep  Castle. 
cliff  above  the  fea :  no  part  is  entire  ;  all  that  remains  are 
disjoined  walls,  and  vad  fragments  fcattered  over  various 
parts  of  the  bafe :  it  is  divided  from  the  main  land  by  a 
vaft  fofs  a  hundred  feet  broad,  and  there  are  two  others  on 
Vol.  II.  f  the 

*  Jocular  Tenures,  176.       |  At  the  end,  fee  Nomina  Locorum,  p.  30. 
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the  eaftern  fide.  Over  the  beach  hangs  a  projection  fepa- 
rated  from  the  caftle  by  another  fofs.  This  feems  to  be  the 
fite  of  one  of  the  Danish  forts  of  the  pirate  Hastingus. 

Hastings  was  certainly  a  flourifhing  town  long  before  the 
Norman  invalion  :  it  appears  that  King  Athehtan,  who 
reigned  between  the  years  925  and  942,  had  here  a  royal 
mint. 

After  the  Conqueft,  William  beftowed  Hastings,  and  the 
whole  rape  or  hundred  which  bears  that  name,  on  Robert 
Earl  of  Euy  defcended  from  a  natural  fon  of  Richard  I.  duke 
of  Normandy,  This  town  gave  name  to  the  great  Family  of 
the  Hastings,  afterwards  Earls  of  Himtingdon.  The  firft 
was  Robert,  portgreve  of  the  town,  and  fteward  to  the  Con- 
queror. They  flourimed  from  that  time  till  the  death  of 
the  laft  in  1789. 

Churches,  The  churches  are  St.  Clement's  and  All  Saints ;  the  firft 
with  a  tower  of  neat  teflelated  work.  The  priory  of  Austin 
Priory.  Canons  ftood  behind  the  caftle  ;  not  a  veftige  of  the  build- 
ing is  to  be  feen :  it  was  founded,  as  is  faid,  by  Sir  Walter 
Bricet,  in,  or  perhaps  before,  the  time  of  Richard  I.  The 
original  building  was  warned  away  by  the  fea,  and  after  ^ 
wards  replaced  on  its  late  lite. 

In 
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In  this  town  is  a  fmall  manufacture  of  thin  filks ;  but  its 
chief  fupport  is  its  fifhery  of  herrings,  mackarel  and  foles. 
The  firft  begins  in  November •,  and  lafts  till  Christmas: 
about  forty  boats  are  employed,  and  about  two  hundred 
men,  who  go  out  four  or  five  leagues  to  fea  during  the  fea- 
fon.  The  mackarel  and  foles  are  fent  to  London  in  fifh-carts. 

Near  the  caftle  are  fome  lime-kilns  of  a  moft  magnificent  Lime  Kilns, 
fize  and  ftructure.    The  lime  is  no  fmall  article  of  com- 
merce, and  made  of  the  chalk  brought  from  Beachy-head> 
in  boats  of  from  thirty  to  forty  tons  burden. 

The  cliffs  along  this  coaft,  from  the  weft  fide  of  Winchel-  Nature  op 
sea  to  Hastings,  confift  of  fhingle,  with  a  high  beach  at 
their  bafe ;  that  on  which  the  caftle  ftands,  of  a  fand  ftone 
mixed  with  fhingle,  fplit  into  fiffures  and  vaft  gaps.  The 
view  towards  Beachy-head  is  of  a  great  curvature,  with  a 
high  beach  ;  the  land  near  the  fhore  flat,  but  rifing,  four  or 
five  miles  inland,  into  lofty  downs. 

After  dinner  we  afcended  the  fame  road  that  we  came  for 
about  a  mile,  and  then  turned  towards  Battel,  about  fix  miles 
diftant  from  Hastings.  We  took  the  route  of  the  Conqueror  to 
the  celebrated  field,  and  met  with  at  T ell-ham  fome  tradition 
of  his  march :  paffed  by  Beaufort,  the  feat  of  General  James  Beauport. 

f  2  Murray  r 
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Murray ,  amidft  vaft  plantations.  This  gentleman  was  left 
governor  of  Quebec  in  1759.  In  the  following  fpring,  he 
was  nearly  lofing  the  fruits  of  the  hero  Wolfe  %  campaign,  by 
a  fpirited  but  needlefs  attack  on  the  French^  who  attempted 
to  retake  the  place  ;  he  flung  away  much  gallant  blood,  and 
was  beaten  back  into  the  city.  In  1781  he  was  intrufted 
with  the  defence  of  Minorca  \  and  fupported  with  his  ufual 
courage  a  fiege  from  the  Spaniards  under  the  Due  de  Crillon. 
He  held  out  in  Fort  St.  Philip  till  it  was  reduced  to  an  ar- 
rant hofpital  ;  but  was  conftrained  to  furrender  prifoner  of 
war,  and,  as  his  defcriptive  and  pathetic  letter  relates, 
marched  out  his  poor  remains,  reduced  to  fix  hundred  old 
decrepid  invalids,  whofe  fituation  drew  tears  from  the  gene- 
rous enemy. 

Crowhurst.      I  next  went  by  Crowhurst,  the  feat  of  Henry  Pelham,  Efq. 

a  name  long  diftino-uimed  in  Sussex.  Sir  John  Pelham,  knt. 
anceftor  of  Lord  Pelham,  had  vaft  polfeffions  in  this  coun- 
ty in  the  year  1403,  many  of  which  are  continued  in  the 

family  to  this  day. 

Battel  Abbey.  We  arrived  at  Battel  Abbey  with  awful  reflc&ions  on  the 
decifive  viclory  which  put  an  end  to  the  Saxon  reign,  and 
transferred  the  Crown  of  Fnp-land  to  a  new  and  foreign  race. 
William^  after  his  landing  at  Pevensey,  made  every  effort 

to 
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to  induce  Harold  to  refign  what  he  ftyled  an  ufurped  Crown* 
The  English  monarch  received  his  menage  in  London* 
where  he  was  waiting  for  the  forces  railing  by  his  nobility. 
The  Norman  envoys  treated  him  with  infolence,  which  he 
returned  in  a  manner  fuited  to  his  high  fpirit.  When  the 
rivals  had  reached  the  field,  William  made  a  fecond  attempt 
by  means  of  a  monk  ;  but  on  terms  fo  advantageous  to  him- 
felf,  that  Harold  determined  to  put  his  Crown  to  the  deci- 
iion  of  the  fword.  The  English  army  pafTed  the  night  in 
jollity,  fong  and  caroufal ;  the  Norman ^  in  prayer,  and  pre- 
parations for  the  fight.  When  morning  appeared,  Harold  Battle  of 
ranged  his  troops,  according  to  the  Saxon  fafhion,  in  form  of 
an  impenetrable  wedge,  and  placed  himfelf  in  the  centre, 
on  foot,  beneath  his  ftandard,  to  fhew  that  he  meant  to  fhare 
with  them  the  fortune  of  the  day.  The  Duke  divided  his 
forces  into  three  bodies :  the  Normans  began  the  battle  by  a 
difcharge  of  a  cloud  of  arrows  into  the  air,  which  fell  with 
great  execution  upon  the  English  phalanx,  by  reafon  that 
the  men  were  fo  clofely  ranged  :  they  were  at  fir  ft  put  in 
fome  diforder  ;  but,  quickly  recovering  themfelves,  the  fight 
was  continued  with  great  animofity  on  both  fides.  The 
Normans^  armed  with  axes,  maces  and  clubs,  intermixed 
with  the  archers,  in  vain  attempted  to  make  an  im~ 
preffion  on  the  English  wedge  ;  and,  as  a  prelude  to  the 
fight,  animated  each  other  by  carolling  the  fongs  of  the. 

deeds 
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deeds  of  the  great  Rolando,  the  hero  of  French  romance. 
The  battle  raged  from  feven  in  the  morning  till  night. 
Near  the  doling  of  the  day,  William  perceived  the  impoffibi- 
lity  of  breaking  the  compact  mafs  of  his  enemy  :  he  had  re- 
courfe  to  ftratagem.    He  ordered  his  forces  to  make  a  fight- 
ing retreat,  as  if  on  the  point  of  giving  way  to  the  fuperior 
valour  of  the  English.  This  fucceeded  :  Harold  was  deceived, 
and,  thinking  to  take  advantage  of  a  retiring  foe,  deranged 
his  invincible  fyftem  by  the  purfuit  of  the  fictitious  flight  of 
the  fubtile  Norman.     Williatji  feized  the  critical  moment, 
and  caufed  his  well-difciplined  troops  to  clofe  their  ranks  and 
prefs  on  the  difordered  E?iglish.    Harold,  enraged  at  the  un- 
expected event,  performed  prodigies  of  valour  to  reftore  the 
battle  :  an  arrow  pierced  his  eye  and  reached  his  brain,  and 
he  fell  dead  on  the  field  ;  his  army,  difheartened  by  the  fatal 
blow,  gave  way  on  all  fides,  and  left  to  the  Conqueror  vic- 
tory and  the  crown  of  E?igland.    Gurth  and  Leofwine,  the 
valiant  brothers  of  Harold,  fell  with  him ;  as  did  the  flower 
of  the  English  nobility  :  the  number  of  common  men  has 
not  been  juftly  afcertained  ;  but  the  flaughter  muft  have  been 
very  confiderable,  for  fix  thoufand  Normans  was  the  price  of 
the  victory.    The  remainder  of  the  English  were  faved  by 
the  darknefs  of  the  night,  and  the  good  conduct  of  Morkard 
and  Edwin,  who  conducted  the  retreat.    The  Conqueror, 
with  great  generofity,  fent  the  bodies  of  Harold  and  his 
j  two 
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two  brothers  to  Gith9  their  unfortunate  mother  ;  nor  would 
he  accept  a  ranfom. 

The  field  of  battle  was  then  called  Hethelande  *,  near  a 
village  of  the  name  of  Epiton  f .  It  was  fought  on  the 
fourteenth  of  O&ober  1066,  on  St.  Calixtufx  day,  and  the 
birth-day  of  Harold.  Superftition  could  not  fail  having 
fomething  to  do  with  fo  great  an  event ;  a  sangue  lac,  as  the 
French  called  it,  a  bloody  fountain,  fprung  up  after  every 
gentle  mower,  crying  to  the  Lord  for  vengeance  for  fo  much 
Chriftian  blood  fhed  on  the  fpot  %. 

To  expiate  the  flaughter  of  the  day,  for  the  repofe  of  the 
fouls  of  the  flain,  and  in  gratitude  to  Heaven  for  the  vi&ory, 
the  Conqueror  founded,  in  the  following  year,  the  Abbey  of 
Battel,  and  dedicated  it  to  St.  Martin.  Here  he  intended 
to  place  a  hundred  and  forty  Norman  monks,  for  the  full  dis- 
charge of  thofe  pious  fervices  ;  but  he  was  prevented  by  death 
from  executing  the  whole  of  his  defign.  He  had  endowed 
it  with  lands  equal  to  the  fupport  of  fuch  a  number ;  and 
had  beftowed  on  it  the  privileges  of  a  fanctuary,  and  a  mul- 
titude of  others  ufual  in  thofe  days.  He  peopled  it  with 
religious  from  the  Benedictine  monaftery  of  Marmon- 

tier 

*  Dugdak  Monajl.  1.  f  Magna  Britannia,  v.  506. 

X  Gulielm.  Neubrig.  c.  i. 
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tier  in  Normandy  ^  and  appointed  one  of  them,  Robert 
Blankardy  firft  abbot.  He  being,  drowned  in  his  paffage, 
was  fucceeded  by  Gaubertus,  who  was  living  in  1088. — 
William  honoured  the  church  with  his  prefence,  probably 
at  its  confecration,  and  offered  at  the  altar  his  fword  and 
the  robe  he  wore  on  his  coronation. 

A  Mitred        This  houfe  had  the  dignity  of  being  a  mitred  abbey.  Of 

Abbev, 

thefe  there  were  in  England  twenty-fix  Abbots  and  two 
Priors,  who,  holding  of  the  King  per  baroniam,  were  called 
to  Parliament  by  writ,  and  fat  and  voted :  their  mitres  dif- 
fered a  little  from  Bifhops,  but  they  carried  their  crofiers  in 
their  right  hand,  whereas  the  Prelates  carried  them  in  their 
left ;  fometimes  they  wore  Barons  caps,  at  other  times  mitres. 

This  abbey  flourifhed  greatly,  not  only  by  the  royal  en- 
dowments, but  by  thofe  of  feveral  of  the  nobility  ;  and  a 
town  of  about  a  hundred  and  fifteen  houfes  was  in  a  fhort 
time  formed  under  its  patronage,  for  the  Conqueror  had  be- 
llowed on  it  all  the  land  three  miles  round  his  foundation. 
The  town  is  fcattered,  and  remarkable  only  for  the  excel- 
lency and  ftrength  of  the  gunpowder  made  here,  well  known 
to  fportfmen  by  the  name  of  Battel  Powder. 

At  the  diffolution,  I  find  the  names  of  the  Abbot,  John 
3  Hammond7 
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Hammond^  who  had  a  penfion  of  661.  13s.  40!.;  and  flxteen 
monks,  who  had  likewife  their  penflons.  A  charge  of  the 
mofr.  infamous  nature  was  brought  againft  the  religious  of 
this  houfe,  and  that  of  Christchurch  in  Canterbury ;  but  the 
provifion  made  for  them,  at  a  time  when  the  prejudices  of  the 
country  ran  ftrong  againft  them,  is  fufficient  vindication 
of  the  uncharitable  fuggeftions  of  a  few  perfons  low  in  cha- 
racter, or  of  the  hafty  aflertions  founded  on  them  by  partial 
and  inaccurate  hiftorians. 

On  its  furrender,  the  annual  revenues  were  found  to  Revenues. 
amount  to  not  lefs  thai  8£ol.  14s.  7d.  according  to  Dug" 
dale,  or  98  7I.  icd.  according  to  Speed.  Henry  VIII. 
granted  the  lite  of  the  abbey  to  his  favourite  Sir  Anthony 
Browne,  the  fame  who  had  the  courage  to  bring  to  his  royal 
matter  the  fatal  n  efTage  of  death.  He  lies  interred  in  the 
parifh  church  at  Battel,  under  a  magnificent  tomb  ;  his 
figure  in  armour,  with  the  mantle  and  collar  of  the  garter, 
and  his  lady  by  him,  are  placed  on  it,  recumbent.  His  fon,  or 
gfandfon,  Anthony  lord  Montagu,  rebuilt  or  reftored  part 
of  the  mOnafler/ ,  and  made  it  his  refidence.  In  the  front 
are  evident  marks  of  the  ancient  architecture,  a  feries  of 
Gothic  arches  ;  and  within,  the  Reward's  room  and  fervants' 
hall  are  Irpported  by  a  lingle  pillar  with  ribs  diverging  from 
it  over  the  vaulted  roof.    There  is  alfo  a  great  hall,  fifty* 

Vol.  II*  g  feven 
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feven  feet  by  thirty,  very  lofty,  timber- roofed,  with  one  very 
high  Gothic  window  at  the  end,  and  three  on  one  fide,  the 
ftyle  of  the  reign  of  Mary  or  Elizabeth.  This  place  conti- 
nued in  the  noble  family  till  the  prefent  century,  when  it 
was  fold  to  Sir  Thomas,  father  of  the  prefent  Sir  Whistler 
Webster. 


Hall  of 
ibs.  Abbey; 


The  remains  of  the  abbey  mew  its  former  grandeur :  a  hall 
with  twelve  Gothic  windows  on  one  fide,  and  iix  on  the  other, 
ornamented  with  pilafters  ;  and  in  the  middle,  vaulted  rooms 
with  rows  of  noble  pillars,  with  ribs  radiating  over  the 
roof :  the  whole  length  of  this  vaft  room  is  a  hundred  and 
fixty-fix  feet,  the  breadth  thirty-five ;  the  outride  ftrongly 
buttrefTed  :  beneath,  are  feveral  great  vaults  opening  to  a 
level  with  the  ground. 


Vaults.  In  another  part  are  eight  other  vaults,  parallel  to  one 
another ;  each  of  them  twenty-nine  feet  by  fourteen,  and  a 
narrow  window  at  the  end.  All  thefe  had  been  the  ma- 
gazines for  provifions  and  fuel  in  the  flouriming  days  of  this 
great  foundation. 


Gates.  One  of  the  magnificent  gates  is  ftill  entire  ;  it  is  a  large 
fquare  building,  with  a  moft  elegant  flender  octagon  tower 
at  each  corner ;  the  top  embattled,  the  front  adorned  with  a 

feries 
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feries  of  Gothic  arches  and  neat  pilaftcrs.  At  a  great  diftance 
flood  another  gate,  probably  fimilar,  but  at  prefent  only- 
two  of  the  elegant  towers  remain  ;  on  each  fide  of  the  entire 
gate  are  other  buildings,  part  of  the  ancient  houfe. 

The  conventual  church  is  quite  loft  :  the  altar  was  faid 
to  have  ftood  exactly  on  the  fpot  on  which  Harold  was  kill- 
ed ;  according  to  others,  where  his  ftandard  was  taken  *.— 
Twenty  Norman  foldiers  bravely  engaged  to  make  themfelves 
matters  of  fo  rich  a  prize  :  they  rufhed  into  the  mid  ft  of  the 
English  army,  and  fucceeded  in  the  attempt  f :  many  of 
them  loft  their  lives,  for  it  was  moft  gallantly  defended. 
Here  Gurth  and  Lcofwine  fell,  determined  to  die  with  glory 
rather  than  refign  the  badge  of  their  brother's  royalty.  Wil- 
liam fent  it  as  a  prefent  to  the  Pope ;  on  it  was  the  figure  of  a 
man  fighting,  richly  worked  with  gold  and  precious  ftones  J. 

In  this  church  was  preferved  the  famous  roll  or  table  of  Famous  Roll. 
the  Norman  nobility  who  attended  the  Conqueror  in  his  in- 
vafion  of  England.  Sir  William  Dugdale  aftures  us,  that  it 
was  greatly  faHified  by  the  monks,  and  that  there  are  num- 
bers among  the  names  of  English  extraction,  but  frenchijied 
to  gratify  the  abfurd  pride  of  feveral  families,  who  chofe 

g  2  rather 

*  Dugdale  Monaji.  i,  312.    f  Henry  Huntingdon,  fcript.  poixBedam,  369. 

%  Malm/bury,  101. 
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rather  to  bethought  defcended  from  foreign  adventurers,  than 
from  an  honourable  and  more  certain  antiquity  of  Saxon 
anceftry  ;  the  long  catalogue  is  preferved  at  the  end  of  the 
Normanni  Scriptores^  in  heland\  Collecta?iei,  and  in  Holm- 
shed*  and  many  other  hiftorians.  In  fact  they  were  a  col- 
lection of  adventurers  from  all  countries,  who  flocked  to  the 
flandard  of  the  Conqueror,  actuated  by  the  hopes  of  advan- 
tage. 

In  Sir  William  Burrell\  collection  of  drawings  is  pre- 
ferved a  curious  one,  of  a  very  ancient  chert,  once  belonging 
to  Battel  Abbey*  It  is  richly  carved  in  the  rude  manner  of  the 
time,  and  evidently  allufive  to  the  Conqueror :  in  the  mid- 
dle is  a  man  fitting  feemingly  crowning  another,  and  on  the 
crown  is  a  dove,  and  near  him  a  churchman  in  the  act  of 
benediction :  it  certainly  is  intended  to  exprefs  the  corona- 
tion of  the  victor. 

The  country  about  Battel  is  very  beautiful,  full  of  gentle 
rifings,  and  fertile  bottoms  well  wooded.    We  took  the  road 
to  Peve/isey,  about  ten  miles  dirtant :  in  a  fhort  time  we 
Ashburnham.  palled  by  Ashburnham^  three  miles  from  Battel^  the  feat  of 
Earl  Ashburnham.    This  place  gave  name  to  the  family 

which 

#  In  this  Author  is  a  lift  of  the  principal  Nobility,  taken  from  a  Norman 
Xhronicle, 
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which  Fuller  calls  of  ftupendous  antiquity.  Bertram  de 
Fsburnham  was  fheriff  of  the  counties  of  Sussex,  Surry, 
and  Kent,  and  conftable  of  Dover  Castle  in  the  reign  of 
Harold ;  and  gave  great  luftre  to  the  pedigree,  by  having  his 
head  and  thofe  cf  his  two  fons  ftruck  off  by  the  Conqueror, 
for  the  brave  defence  he  made  of  that  key  to  the  kingdom. 
We  foon  after  puffed  Standard  lull,  and  the  village  of  Nenfield 
with  its  fpire  fteeple.  A  few  miles  further  we  defcended 
Warding  hill,  into  an  extenfive  woodlefs  tract,  the  marfh 
called  Pevensey  Level.  We  left  to  the  right  the  fite  of  the 
mod  magnificent  pile  cf  ancient  brick-work  of  any  in  the 
world,  Hurstmonceaux  Castle,  or  more  properly  House,  the  Hurstmon- 

CEAUX. 

princely  habitation  of  the  Fpieses,  built  by  Sir  Roger  de 
Fynes,  treafurer  of  the  houfhokl,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VI. 
The  family  became  foon  after  Barons  of  the  realm,  under 
the  title  of  Lords  Dacre.  Thomas  lord  Dacre,  a  hopeful 
young  nobleman,  was  in  poflcliion  of  this  princely  place  in 
the  reign  of  Henry  Fill.  By  a  frolic,  common  enough  in 
thofe  clays,  he  made  free  with  the  deer  in  the  park  of  his 
neighbour,  Sir  Nicholas  Pelham\  in  company  with  fome  other 
young  gentlemen  >  a  fray  enfued  between  fome  of  the  party 
and  the  keepers,  by  which  one  or  the  latter  was  killed  by  an 
accidental  blow.  Notwithstanding  he  was  not  at  that  time 
prefent,  he  was  tried,  convicted,  and  executed  at  Tyburn,  in 
1 541.    The  inexorable  Henry  being  determined  on  his 

death, 
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death,  as  is  fuppofed,  mitigated  by  his  courtiers,  who  hoped 
to  profit  by  his  forfeiture  ;  but  the  ftrength  of  the  entail 
fruftrated  their  defign.  On  the  death  of  his  two  fons,  his 
daughter  Margaret  fucceeded  to  the  honours  and  eftates, 
and,  by  her  marriage  with  Sampson  hennard  of  Knol  and 
Clavering  in  Kent,  conveyed  them  into  that  family  in  the 
reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth ;  their  elder  fon  fucceeded  to  the 
title  of  Dacre,  on  the  death  of  his  mother  in  1 61 1 .  Thomas 
lord  Daere,  one  of  his  direct  defcendants,  was  created,  in 
1674,  Earl  of  Sussex,  who  died  in  171 5  :  he  had  wafted  his 
fortune  fo  greatly  as  to  be  obliged  to  alienate  this  princely 
place,  which  he  did  to  G.  Naylor,  Efq.  who  left  one  daugh- 
ter, married  to  Hare  biihopotChichester.  On  her  death,  it 
pafTed  to  Francis  Hare,  eldeft  fon  to  the  Bifhop,  and  remains 
ftill  in  that  family,  but  is  difmantled  in  amoft  favage  manner. 
This  noble  feat,  the  residence  of  unbounded  hofpitality,  is 
deferted,  for  a  large  houfe  at  the  park  gate,  of  late  years  mo- 
dernized. 

Mr.  Grose  has  given  us  four  plates  of  this  venerable  pile  ; 
one  of  the  outfide,  and  three  others  of  the  once  hofpitable 
hall  and  otherinterior  parts.  Sir  William  Burrell  has  numbers 
of  fine  drawings  of  every  part,  furTicient  to  draw  tears  from 
every  man  of  tafte,  on  reflecting  on  the  fad  change  in  this 
boafted  pile. 

Near 
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Near  Pevensey  I  croffed  a  great  drain,  made  for  the  dif- 
charge  of  the  water  from  the  vaft  wet  tract  which  lies  above  : 
here  are  gates,  which  clofe  at  the  coming  in  of  the  tide,  to 
exclude  the  fea,  and  open  at  the  recefs.  This  level  had  been 
under  the  cognizance  of  the  Commiflion  of  Sewers,  in  the 
feventeenth  of  Edward  I.  poffibly  earlier  ;  but  that  is  the 
firft  notice  taken  of  it  by  Sir  William  Dagdale,  Pevensey  Pevensey. 
had  been  a  confiderable  place  in  the  Saxon  times,  and  its 
harbour  noted  for  its  number  of  lhips.  Earl  Godwine,  in 
the  ravages  he  made  along  the  coaft,  here  feized  on  a  num- 
ber of  veffels  ;  but  a  ftronger  proof  of  its  fize  and  fafety  is, 
that  William  the  Conqueror,  with  nine  hundred  fhips,  made 
good  his  landing  before  this  town  in  his  well-known  invafion 
of  this  kingdom.  At  prefent  the  harbour  (which  was  na- 
vigable for  fmall  craft  as  late  as  the  year  1720)  is  quite 
choked  (a  mile  diftant  from  the  fhore),  and  nothing  left 
but  a  narrow  drain,  the  receptacle  of  a  few  boats. 

In  the  time  of  the  ConfefTor  here  were  24  burgeffes,  vaf- 
fals  to  the  King,  who  paid  14s.  6d.  rent,  toll  il.,  cuftom  for 
the  ufe  of  the  port  il.  5s.,  for  paflure  7s.  6d.  The  Bifhop 
of  Chichester  had  five  burgeffes.  Here  was  Ormer,  a  prieft, 
five ;  Dodo,  a  prieft,  three  ;  with  others  named  in  the 
Domefday-book,  who  had  among  them  15  burgeffes,  fpeci- 
fying  their  annual  payments.  4  ' 

3  Here 


48  FROM  DOVER  TO  THE  LAND'S-END, 

William  the      Here  William  landed  with  an  army  of  fixty  thoufand  men 

Conqueror 

lands  here,  on  Michaelmas-day  1066.  As  foon  as  he  quitted  the  boat 
he  fell  down,  but  turned  the  accident  into  a  good  omen. — 
"  Thus,"  fays  he,  "  I  take  porTeffion  of  the  country  !"  A 
foldier,  to  humour  the  notion,  ran  to  a  neighbouring  houfe, 
matched  fome  flraw  from  the  thatch,  and  giving  it  to  his  Ge- 
neral, "  Thus,*'  fays  he,  "  I  give  you  feifin  of  England." 
Here  he  continued  fifteen  days,  which  he  fpent  in  erecting 
forts  for  the  fecurity  of  the  port ;  he  te Mowed  the  town 
and  caille  on  his  half- brother  Robert  earl  of  Mortaig?ie  in 
Normandy,  and  by  him  created  Earl  of  Cornwall  in  Eng- 
land, 

Pevensey  The  caftle  is  feated  on  a  riling  ground  inf  lated  by  the 
level ;  it  was  a  fortrefs  of  great  extent,  and  in  thofe  days  of 
ftrength  furrounded  by  an  immenfe  fofs  :  the  remains  are 
very  confiderable,  and  rnofr.  of  the  towers  and  walls  are 
fHll  Handing.  The  caftle-yard  is  very  fpacious :  in  the 
walls  and  towers  are  feveral  bands  of  Roman  bricks,  which 
makes  me  imagine  them  to  have  been  of  Roman  ftru&ure. 
My  friend  Mr.  Grose  feems  to  dilTent,  and  imagines  that 
to  be  no  proof,  becaufe  Colchester  Castle  has  the  fame  bands 
of  bricks,  yet  undoubtedly  is  of  Norman  origin.  This  I 
admit,  but  almoft  all  the  towers  of  Pevensey  are  round  ;  it 

wants 
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wants  alio  the  great  fquare  Keep,  the  certain  attendant  of  a 
Norman  fortrefs.  The  materials  of  this  are  cemented  with 
flints  and  gravel,  which,  with  the  form  of  the  towers  and 
the  beds  of  tiles,  induces  me  to  think  it  a  work  of  the  Ro- 
mans. Let  me  add  one  more  argument,  and  that  no  weak 
one  :  it  had  a  British  name,  analogous  to  the  prefent ;  it 
was  called  Caer  Pensavell  coit  *,  i.  e.  Pen  issa  coed^  or  the  for- 
trefs at  the  lower  end  of  the  wood  ;  the  great  Coed  Andredy 
the  Sylva  Anderida:  which  word  is  in  a  great  meafure  pre- 
ferred by  the  author  of  the  Gesta  Stephani  Regis  in  Pene- 
vesel,  the  name  he  gives  to  Peve?isey  f.  I  do  think  that  Earl 
Robert  had  neither  time  nor  power  to  erect,  fuch  a  fortrefs  : 
the  Conqueror  did  no  more  than  build  fome  forts  to  prevent 
Godwines  fleet  from  entering  the  harbour ;  for,  notwith- 
standing the  victory  at  Battel^  the  English  had  feven  hundred 
fail  of  fhips  actually  cruifing  along  the  coaft  between  Hast- 
ings  and  Pevensey,  while  the  navy  of  the  Conqueror  re- 
mained fhut  up  in  thofe  ports  %, 

Pevensey  Castle  was  certainly  a  place  of  great  ftrength  in 
1088,  when  Odoy  the  turbulent  bifhop  of  Bayeux  and  earl  of 
Kent>  retired  here  on  his  rebellion  againft  William  Rufus. 
The  King  befieged  the  caftle  fix  weeks  with  a  powerful  army; 

Vol.  II.  h  nor 

*  U flier  s  Primordia,  63.       t  In  Duchefne-s  Norman  Script.  972. 
%  Gulid.  Pitlav.  in  Duchtfnc,  201. 
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nor  would  he  have  been  able  to  have  reduced  it,  had  not 
famine  compelled  Odo  to  furrender*. 

Gilbert  earl  of  Clare  maintained  in  this  caftle  a  long 
ilege  againft  King  Stephen,  who  likewife  found  it  impreg- 
nable. Wearied  out  by  the  brave  defence  of  the  garrifon, 
he  left  the  continuance  of  the  fiege  to  the  fkill  and  fidelity 
of  his  officers,  with  ftricl:  orders  to  keep  it  clofely  blockaded 
by  fea  and  land,  till  the  garrifon  funk  under  the  preflure  of 
want  and  fatigue  f . 

The  cuftody  of  this  caftle  was  always  committed  to  per- 
fons  of  high  rank.  Henry  I.  gave  it  to  Gilbert  de  Aquilay 
and,  allufive  to  his  name,  it  was  ftyled,  The  Honour  of  the 
Eagle,  Henry  IV.  beftowed  it  on  John  de  Pelham,  and  it 
remained  long  in  his  family.  Nothing  interefting  occurs 
afterwards. 

Immediately  on  leaving  Pevensey,  we  parted  by  Westham, 
a  fmall  church  ;  and,  turning  down  to  the  more,  travelled  on 
a  vaft  pebbly  beach  a  mile  long,  with  the  great  promontory 
of  Beachey-head  jutting  into  the  water  full  before  us  ;  off  it 
are  three  groups  of  dangerous  rocks,  noted  for  the  efcapes 
of  the  Kent,  the  Royal  Sovereign,  and  the  Nassau,  in  dif- 
ferent 

*  Savon  Chron.  19A,  195.  t  Gejla  Stephani,  in  Duchefne,  97% 
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ferent  years,  which  got  off,  but  not  without  confiderable  da- 
mage. We  paffed  through  South  Bourne,  the  refort  of  fea- 
bathers ;  and,  after  an  eafy  afcent  of  lefs  than  a  mile,  reached 
East  Bourne,  where  we  flept  this  night. 


East  Bourni 


The  town  is  fmall,  feated  at  the  foot  of  the  lofty  downs ; 
the  iniide  of  the  church  is  fupported  by  neat  Gothic  arches, 
rather  obtufe,  and  with  zig-zag  mouldings.  Here  is  a  very 
pretty  buft  of  Henry  Lushingto?i,  sl  fon  of  the  vicar  of  this  Lushington** 

•1  iir  1  t-r      1  Monument. 

town,  with  a  very  handlome  eulogy  on  his  ihort  lite :  he 
went  to  India  at  the  age  of  fixteen  ;  in  1 754  he  efcaped  alive 
out  of  the  Black-hole  at  Calcutta,  but  was  referved  for  as 
cruel  a  fate.  He,  and  numbers  of  other  countrymen  of 
ours,  being  taken  prifoners  by  Nabob  Cossim  Ali  Cawn, 
they  were,  in  revenge  for  the  fuccefs  of  our  army  againft 
his  forces,  moft.  barbaroufly  murdered  at  Patna>  on  May  6, 
1763,  by  Someroo,  a  renegado  German,  who  acted  under 
his  orders.  Mr.  Lushington  and  a  Mr.  Ellis  were  fent  for  to 
another  room,  under  pretence  of  bufinefs  :  Mr.  Ellis  was  in- 
ftantly  put  to  death  ;  our  young  hero  fnatchcd  a  fword  from 
one  of  the  seapoys,  and  killed  one  and  wounded  two  before 
he  was  cut  down.  The  reft,  to  the  number  of  forty-nine, 
underwent  the  fame  fate  ;  half  of  them  were  in  irons :  and 
all  the  English,  and  as  many  of  the  natives  who  were  in  our 
intereft,  fell  vidims  to  his  favage  difpofitiom 
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The  antiquary  (to  whom  every  thing  is  food)  mould  not 
overlook  the  folid  front,  of  afquare  form,  with  fluted  fides, 
of  little  beauty  but  great  antiquity. 

In  this  neighbourhood  the  Romans  had  a  fettlcment  ;  for, 
on  the  road  to  Pevensey,  near  the  fea,  about  a  mile  and  a 
half  from  East  Bourne  y  was  difcovered  a  teffellated  pavement 
and  bath,  complete,  and  in  fine  prefervation.  All  around 
are  to  be  traced  moft  extenfive  foundations  of  an  ancient 
town  which  had  been  levelled  to  the  ground,  and,  among 
the  rubbifh,  quantities  of  allies,  the  mark  of  its  having  been 
deftroyed  by  fire.  The  foundation  may  to  this  hour  be  traced 
quite  into  the  fea,  which,  fince  the  deftruction  of  the  town, 
had  made  confiderable  invafions  on  the  land.  Dr.  John 
Tabor  of  Lewes,  an  ingenious  phyfician  and  antiquary, 
published,  in  171 7,  an  account  of  the  place*,  which  he  rea- 
Anderida.  fonably  fuppofes  to  have  been  the  Anderida  of  the  Romans, 
He  imagines  that  this  part  of  Britain  was  peopled  by  the 
Andes,  a  nation  in  Armorica,  or  Bretagjie,  and  from  whom 
the  Anderida  Sylva  took  its  name.  This  city  being  placed 
at  the  very  Ikirts,  the  Saxons  called  it  Andredes  ceaster ;  on 
their  arrival  it  was  inhabited  by  the  Britons,  after  the  retreat 
of  the  Romans.  It  was  befieged  in  490  by  JElla  and  Cissa, 
Saxon  chieftains,  who  put  every  inhabitant  to  the  fword, 
and  entirely  deftroyed  the  place.     It  feems  to  have  been 

a  com- 

*  Phil.  Tranf.  Abridg.  V.  part  ii.  p.  63  to  83. 
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a  commercial  town,  feated  on  the  harbour  of  IP  evens  ey  ; 
and  that  it  had  been  a  municlpium,  a  mixture  of  Romaiis 
and  Romanized  Britons  y  to  one  or  other  of  whom  might 
have  belonged  the  luxury  of  baths  and  the  elegant  pave- 
ments, which  even  now  are  covered  with  only  four  feet  of 
earth. 

Camden  fuppofed  Anderida  to  have  flood  where  New- 
enden,  on  the  other  fide  of  the  river  Rot  her  9  is  at  prefent. 
This  has  been  dhTented  to  by  a  very  able  antiquary,  but  now 
not  difputed,  out  of  refpect  to  that  great  man.  It  had  all 
the  advantage  of  {ituation  which  the  other  wanted  ;  an 
extenfive  view  to  eaft  and  weft,  and  feated,  as  Glides  fays, 
upon  the  fouthern  coaft. 

May  1 3 th  we  afcended  a  fteep  road,  on  a  ridge,  for  a  very 
confiderable  way,  between  two  noble  theatres,  as  regular  as 
if  excavated  by  art :  that  on  the  left  forms  a  vail  femi- 
circle,  very  fteep,  with  a  fmooth  and  extenfive  area  of  ver- 
dant turf,  which  reaches  quite  to  East  Bourne ;  the  whole 
dotted  with  difperfed  fheep,  or  animated  by  vaft  phalanxes 
put  in  motion  by  the  fhepherds,  who  were  driving  them  to 
their  food  in  the  true  paftoral  ftyle,  with  genuine  crooks. 
Thefe  are  the  South  Downsy  which  are  continued  almoft  to 
Shoreham. 

i  Our 
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Our  profpect  was  prodigious  over  the  extenfive  eaftern 
bay,  Fevensey^  Battel^  and  to  Far leigh- head.  The  ftratum 
of  chalk  begins  again  juft  beyond  East  Bourne >  and  is  con- 
tinued as  far  as  Seaforth.  The  vaft  promontory,  Beachy- 
Bhachy-head.  heady  on  the  back  of  which  we  now  were,  is  compofed  of 
that  fpecies  of  earth,  and  fronts  the  fea  with  a  ftupendous 
precipice,  the  haunt  of  auks  and  guillemots ;  beneath,  it  is 
hollowed  into  majeftic  caverns.  We  call  it  Beachy-head, 
from  the  vaft  fubjacent  beach  •>  the  French  name  it  Le  Cap 
Bevisier. 

Battle  off        Off  this  promontory  was  fought,  on  June  30,  1690,  a 

Beachy-head,  .  . 

^690.  bloody  action  between  the  combined  fleets  or  England  and 

Holland^  under  the  command  of  Arthur  Herbert  earl  of 
Torrington,  and  that  of  France  under  M.  de  Tourville.— 
The  French  had  adventured  up  the  channel  with  eighty-two 
fhips  of  the  line,  to  favour  an  infurrection  in  behalf  of  the 
abdicated  monarch,  and  to  make  a  defcent  at  Tor  bay.  The 
combined  fleets  confifted  but  of  fifty-fix.  Notwithftanding 
this  difparity,  and  the  prudent  reluctance  of  the  commanders 
to  engage,  the  Queen,  who  had  been  left  Regent  in  the  ab- 
fence  of  the  King,  fent  to  them  pofitive  orders  to  fight:  her 
Majefty  considered  the  danger  of  the  times,  and  that  it  was 
abfolutely  necefTary  that  the  enemy  mould  be  driven  away. 
Torrington  had  been  five  days  in  fight  of  the  enemy  waiting 

for 
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for  reinforcements,  and  during  the  whole  time,  by  his  fupe- 
rior  feamanfhip,  and  his  knowledge  of  the  feas,  baffled  every 
effort  of  De  Tourville  to  bring  him  to  action.  The  battle 
began  at  nine  in  the  morning :  the  Dutch,  under  Admiral 
Calembourg,  led  the  van,  and  fought  with  amazing  bravery. 
His  whole  divifion  was  left  furrounded  by  the  French  \  three 
of  his  (hips  were  funk,  and  three  burnt.  Rear  Admiral 
Dicky  Rear  Admiral  de  Bracket,  Captain  Nordel,  and  num- 
bers of  other  gallant  officers,  befides  multitudes  of  com- 
mon men,  were  flain.  Torrmgto?i,  in  the  vigour  of  life,  and 
of  courage  unquestionable,  was  late  in  coming  up  ;  whether 
from  the  inevitable  impoflibility  fo  frequent  on  the  element 
of  water,  or  from  any  other  caufe,  does  not  appear  ;  but  the 
day  ended  highly  to  our  difgrace,  and  to  the  lofs  of  our  ally. 
Admiral  Russe/,  of  the  blue  fquadron,  behaved  with  the  ut- 
moft  gallantry ;  the  reft  of  our  fleet  fufTered  very  little. — 
After  all,  the  fleet  was  faved  by  the  feamanfhip  of  Tor- 
rington :  he  ordered  every  fhip  inftantly  to  drop  anchor  : 
the  French,  inattentive  to  the  manoeuvre,  were  carried 
away  far  to  the  weft  by  the  ftrength  of  the  tide ;  and  when 
our  fleet  weighed  again  on  the  return,  they  purfued  in  a  line 
of  battle,  inftead  of  giving  a  general  chace :  by  this  error 
our  fleet  got  fafe  into  port ;  but  left  two  more  of  the  Dutch 
line  of  battle  fhips,  which  had  been  difabled,,  to  be  taken 
by  the  enemy  -y  and  a  feventy  gun  fhip  of  ours,  which  had 
2  run 
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tun  on  (hove  at  Winchelsea,  to  be  burnt.  The  clamour  of 
both  nations  was  very  great :  we  conlidered  ourfelves  dif- 
graced  ;  the  Dutch,  betrayed.  King  William,  fenfible  of 
both,  and  polTibly  actuated  by  particular  refentment  for  the 
{laughter  of  his  gallant  countrymen,  immediately  committed 
Torrington  to  the  Tower,  and  haftened  his  trial  with  the 
utmoft  acrimony.  The  Admiral  pleaded  his  caufe  with 
fpirit  and  good  fenfe,  and  was  acquitted.  He  inftantly 
re  fumed  his  power,  gave  orders  to  the  officers  who  were 
about  him,  and  went  up  the  Medway  in  his  barge  with  his 
flag  flying  :  the  next  day  his  commiffion  was  taken  away,  and 
he  was  forbidden  the  royal  prefence.  With  fuch  rancour 
was  the  profecution  carried  on,  that  fome  of  the  members 
of  the  court-martial,  and  above  forty  officers,  were  without 
trial  difmirTed  the  fervice.  He  appeared  in  the  Houfe  of 
Lords,  and  was  almoft  univerfally  fhunned  :  he  bore  all  with 
a  manly  firmnefs,  and  with  true  integrity  maintained  his 
ufual  principles  in  every  debate,  nor  ever  departed  from  his 
attachment  to  the  caufe  of  liberty. 


Beacly- head  has  been  an  unfortunate  latitude  to  our  ifland ; 
for,  not  far  to  the  weft,  in  1706,  the  Royal  Oak,  of  feventy- 
fix  guns,  and  the  Grafton  and  Hampton-court  of  feventy, 
Guay  Tronin's  with  a  fleet  of  merchant  fhips  under  convoy,  were  attacked 
1^1706^ HERE  hy  the  famous  Du  Guay  Tronin,  with  nine  fhips,  from  fifty 
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to  fifty-fix  guns  each,  and  feveral  privateers,  to  the  number  of 
twenty  fail  :  the  Grafton  and  Hampton-court  were  taken, 
and  their  commanders  killed  :  the  captain  of  the  Royal  Oak 
faved  his  fhip  by  running  her  aground,  and  getting  her  off  at 
high  water  :  great  part  of  the  merchant  fhips  were  alfo  taken. 
Seamen  attribute  this  misfortune  to  our  officers  fighting 
their  mips  feparated  from  each  other ;  for,  had  they  conti- 
nued in  a  line,  under  an  eafy  fail,  they  would  have  prevented 
the  enemy  from  raking  them,  and  befides  have  rendered  the 
boarding  (which  was  an  excellency  of  that  famous  corsair  J 
extremely  difficult  *. 

Adjoining  to  Beachy-liead,  to  the  weft,  are  the  Seven  Seven  Cliffs. 
Cliffs,  or,  as  the  French  call  them,  Les  Sept  Montagues. 
Three  of  them,  which  form  the  top  of  Beaehy-head,  and  re- 
ferable pinnacles,  are  named  by  our  failors  The  Three  Churls. 
Not  far  from  them  is  Bourling-gap,  a  place  well  known  by 
the  number  of  fhipwrecks  caufed  by  the  violent  indraught 
of  the  fea  :  it  is  alfo  the  common  fpot  for  the  landing  of 
fmuggled  goods. 

We  pafled  by  feveral  tumuli,  and,  as  I  was  informed,  num- 
bers of  others  are  fcattered  over  thefe  downs  for  a  confider- 
able  way :  this  is  fuppofed  to  have  been  Mearcredes-burnan- 

Vol.  II.  i  stedey 

*  Burchetfs  Naval  Ilifl  713. 


58 


FROM  DOVER  TO  THE  LAND'S-END. 


stede,  where  JElla*  had  a  bloody  but  undeci{ive  battle  in  495. 
His  lofs  was  fo  great,  that  he  was  obliged  to  wait  fome  years 
for  a  reinforcement  out  of  Germany,  before  he  could  face 
the  Britons  again.  He  then  put  his  army  in  motion ;  be- 
fieged  and  deftroyed  Andrecles  Ce aster.  Befides  the  tumuli, 
for  fome  miles,  to  Willington-hill,  are  marks  of  entrench- 
ments and  bread-works  ;  proofs  how  obftinately  the  field 
was  difputed. 

Near  this  fpot,  on  the  narrow  pafs  of  Bourling-gap,  is  a 
fet  of  entrenchments  called  the  Castle,  almoft  of  a  femicircu- 
lar  form,  on  a  hill  called  Beltout,  of  a  half  oval  fhape  y  the 
hill  itfelf  forms  the  diameter  of  this  poft,  which  I  believe 
to  have  been  Danish  f. 

We  kept  defcending  to  East  Dean,  a  neat  village  in  a  fnug 
bottom,  rifing  cleanly  out  of  the  great  lawn.  The  houfes 
are  built  of  flint,  and  to  moil  of  them  is  a  large  garden  ;  the 
walls  are  alfo  moft  neatly  conflructed  with  the  fame  mate- 
rial ;  trees,  houfes  and  gardens  are  prettily  intermixed.  This 
and  West  Dean,  had  been  the  property  of  William  de  Eck- 
ingham  in  the  reign  of  Edward  I.  who  bellowed  on  it  a 
charter  of  free- warren;  it  became  afterwards  the  property  of 
Giles  lord  Baddlesmere,  and,  by  right  of  his  daughter,  of 
her  hufband,  John  de  Vere  earl  of  Oxford. 

*  Saw.  Chr.  14,  f  Phil.  Tranf.  Abridg.  v.  77. 
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We  afcended  to  Friston,  a  fmall  village,  and  defcended 
again  to  West  Dean,  placed,  like  the  East  Dean,  in  a  warm 
bottom  :  the  corn  in  thefe  parts  is  rye  and  barley,  and  the 
grafs  lucerne.  After  pafling  another  rifing  ground,  we  faw 
beneath  us  a  fmall  winding  river,  the  Cockmere,  which  falls 
into  a  fmall  eftuary  bounded  by  a  marfhy  trad: ;  this  is  the 
head  of  Cochneres  haven,  which  opens  into  the  fea  about  a 
mile  below. 

About  two  miles  further  we  reached  the  fmall  town  of 
Seaford,  feated  in  a  low  plain,  defended  from  the  fea  by  an  Seaford. 
enormous  beach  of  pebbles,  which  at  this  time  was  covered 
with  boats  employed  in  the  mackarel  flfhery.  There  is  here 
an  interruption  of  the  chalky  cliffs,  which  appear  on  each 
iide  to  the  eafl  and  to  the  weft.  This  town,  at  prefent  little 
better  than  a  fifhing  village,  was  once  of  much  confequence. 
It  had  been  owned  by  Earl  Warren,  by  Mowbray  duke  of 
Norfolk,  and  other  great  people,  among  their  other  large 
poffeffions  in  the  county.  It  is  a  member  of  the  cinque 
ports,  and  in  the  famous  armament  of  1347  fent  five  fhips 
and  eighty  men.  It  alfo  began  to  fend  members  in  the  reign 
of  Edward  I.  After  an  interruption  of  two  centuries,  the 
privilege  was  renewed  by  Charles  /*. 

This  little  place  was  not  without  defence.    Beneath  a 

1  2  cliff 

*  Jf'illis,  Notitia  Pari.  ii.  74. 
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cliff  was  a  round  baftion  of  {tone,  pollibly  one  of  the  works 
of  Henry  VIII. ;  and  in  another  place  was  Bletchington  % 
battery  of  five  guns,  and  there  had  been  another  a  little  to 
the  weft. 

A  new  Shark.  Breakfafl:  was  interrupted  by  the  news  of  a  large  fhark 
being  juft  brought  on  fhore.  It  was,  unfortunately  for  me, 
cut  to  pieces  ;  for  the  failors  hang,  dry,  and  eat  thefe  fifties  a3 
we  do  beef.  I  was  informed  that  it  had  been  twelve  feet  long.. 
The  colour  dufky  above,  white  beneath ;  the  teeth  I  found 
were  fmall  and  granulated  ;  the  tail,  which  I  got  entire,  was 
lunated,  the  upper  lobe  longeft,  and  remarkable  for  a  notch 
in  the  lower  margin.  It  appears  to  be  a  new  fpecies :  it  agrees 
in  no  refpect  with  any  known  fpecies  in  the  form  of  the  teeth, 
except  the  Smooth  Shark,  Br.  Zool.  iii.  No.  48  ;  but  they 
difagree  in  every  other  particular  :  the  fifhermen  here  call  it 
a  Ground  Shark. 

On  all  the  downs  between  this  place  and  East  Bourne, 
Wheat-ears.  ^  Wheat  Ear,  Br.  Zool.  i.  No.  157,  is  found  in  great 
abundance.  They  are  taken  in  fnares  made  of  horfe-hair, 
hung  in  a  long  furrow  cut  in  the  ground  and  covered  with  a 
turf  ;  they  are  fo  timid  that  the  palling  of  a  cloud,  or  the 
appearance  of  a  hawk,  fets  them  in  motion,  and  drives  them 
for  fafety  into  the  furrows,  when  they  are  taken  in  the  fnares. 

It 
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It  is  ufual  for  pafTengers  to  take  the  birds  out  of  the  fnares, 
and  with  invariable  honour  to  depofit  for  each  a  penny  be- 
neath the  turf.  I  was  informed  that  about  East  Bourne 
alone  1 840  dozens  are  annually  taken,  and  fold  ufually  at  fix- 
pence  the  dozen.  Numbers  are  eaten  in  the  neighbourhood ; 
others  are  picked  and  fent  to  the  Lo?ido?i  poulterers  half- 
roafted,  and  great  quantities  are  fold  potted.  Not  with- 
Handing  the  multitudes,  they  are  not  gregarious,  but  appear 
fcattered  over  the  downs,  a  male  and  female  near  each  other. 

The  wells  on  the  downs  merit  attention.  I  will  firft  ob-  Wells. 
ferve,  that  a  rich  though  light  mould  covers  the  furface  of  the 
Sussex  downs,  varying  in  depth  from  a  few  inches  to  two  or 
three  feet.  Under  this  is  found  a  loofe  friable  chalk,  to  about 
the  depth  of  four,  five  or  fix  feet,  fometimes  more;  and  laftly, 
a  folid  mafs  of  chalk,  with  regular  ft  rata  of  flints  at  unequal 
diftances,  is  uniformly  met  with  to  the  greater!  depth  hither- 
to penetrated.  The  flints  are  lefs  frequent  after  defcending 
one  hundred  feet. 

The  wells  are  formed  by  means  of  a  fpade,  mattock  and 
iron  bar :  they  are  dug  perpendicularly  down  in  a  cylin- 
drical form,  being  lined  with  a  facing  of  brick,  ftone,  or  cut 
chalk,  to  the  depth  of  ten  feet,  more  or  lefs ;  as  the  fuperficial 
ftrata  muft  be  prevented  from  crumbling  into  the  well. — 

There 
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There  are  fome  few  wells,  on  the  Sussex  downs,  three  hun- 
dred feet  deep  :  I  have  often  heard  of  deeper,  but  on  further 
inquiry  have  always  found  the  information  to  be  falfe. — 
There  are  no  wells,  I  believe,  properly  on  the  downs,  lefs 
than  ftxty  feet  deep. 

The  depth  of  water,  like  the  depth  of  the  wells,  varies 
with  the  lituation,  and  ftill  more  with  the  feafon.  The  water 
is,  generally  fpeaking,  loweft  about  Michaelmas,  (when  few 
wells  have  more  than  feven  or  eight  feet  of  water  in  them, 
molt  not  more  than  three  or  four.)  About  Candlemas  the 
water  is  higher!:,  but  through  greater!:  part  of  the  winter  the 
wells  have  commonly  in  the  high  lituations  eighty  feet  of 
water  in  them. 

I  have  the  moft  fatisfactory  evidence,  of  a  hundred  and 
thirty-two  feet  of  water  having  been  found  in  a  well  of  a 
hundred  and  fixty-two  feet  deep  ;  and  it  moft  likely  was  not 
lefs  in  the  other  wells  in  that  neighbourhood,  as  this  well, 
which  the  proprietor  had  the  curiofity  to  fathom,  differs  in 
nothing  from  thofe  near  it. 

I  am  further  informed,  by  a  perfonof  undoubted  veracity, 
that  at  Patcham  (twenty- four  miles  weft  of  Beachy-head) 
the  well  belonging  to  the  houfe  of  his  wife's  father,  is  above 
3  a  hun- 
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hundred  and  thirty  (molt  probably  a  hundred  and  fifty)  feet 
deep,  and  frequently  nearly  deftitute  of  water  ;  yet  at  times 
it  has  rifen  high  enough  actually  to  overflow  the  mouth  of 
the  well,  and  flood  the  cellars  of  the  houfe. 

It  is  certain,  many  wells  in  dry  feafons  are  ufelefs,  not 
having  fufficient  water  to  dip  the  bucket  in ;  but  this  is  a 
certain  proof  the  well  wants  cleaning  of  the  muddy  chalk, 
which  occupies  perhaps  three  or  four  feet  of  the  bottom,  and 
can  never  be  quite  got  out :  in  general  the  firft  ftroke  of  the 
mattock  or  fpade  lets  the  water  fo  fart  into  the  well?  that  the 
man  whofe  bufinefs  it  is  to  clean  it  gets  out  of  its  reach  with 
difficulty. 

I  believe  there  are  none,  fituated  really  on  the  downs,  lefs 
than  fixty  feet  deep  ;  thofe  near  the  fea  are  in  fome  places 
affected  by  the  tides,  but  not  by  the  falls  of  the  fea.  On 
the  8th  inftant  (on  which  day  happened  the  new  moon, 
and  confequently  fpring  tide  with  high  water  at  1 1  o'clock) 
I  plumbed  a  well  four  hundred  yards  from  the  fea,  and  fixty 
,  feet  deep,  and  found  feven  feet  of  water  in  it  at  12  o'clock  ; 
at  five  I  fathomed  it  again,  and  found  the  water  decreafed  to 
five  feet.  The  well  is  notinufe,  and  without  either  bucket 
or  rope  at  prefent  belonging  to  it. 

The 
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The  wells  neareft  the  fea  are  thofe  in  the  fiihingr  towns 
along  the  coaft,  fituated  at  the  foot  of,  rather  than  on  the 
downs ;  fome  of  thefe  are  not  two  hundred  yards  from  high- 
water-mark,  and  vary  in  depth  from  feventeen  to  forty  feet. 
At  East  Bourne >  the  water  at  what  is  called  the  fea-fide  houfes 
is  bad,  but  does  not  feem  any  way  affected  by  the  fea  ;  and  it 
may  be  proper  to  mention,  thefe  wells,  though  not  a  bow's 
mot  from  the  chalk  cliffs,  are  dug  through  a  ftratum  of 
black  or  rather  lead-colour  clay. 

Affected  by       At  Seaford  (equally  near  the  fea)  the  wells  are  for  the 

the  Sea. 

moft  part  affected  by  the  tides,  and  rife  and  fall  therewith. 
The  water  is  reckoned  bad,  but  I  can  obtain  no  fatisfac- 
tory  grounds  for  faying  the  falts  of  the  fea  ever  penetrate 
the  wells.  The  flrata  here  are  chiefly  loofe  fand  ;  and  the 
wells,  both  here  and  at  East  Bourne,  are  lined  or  faced  with 
brick  from  the  bottom  to  the  mouth. 

On  leaving  Seaford,  we  kept  along  the  more,  and  pafTed  by 
Bishopstone.  a  tide-mill ;  left  Bishopstone,  a  village  to  the  right;  arrived 
on  an  extenfive  flat  which  runs  many  miles  inland,  and  is  pret- 
tily bounded  by  gentle  rifmgs  ;  it  is  watered  by  the  river 
Ouse.  We  croffed  the  lower  part,  where  it  becomes  a  fort 
of  eftuary,  on  a  handfome  wooden  bridge,  with  a  draw- 
1  bridge 
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bridge  in  the  middle  to  give  paiTage  to  the  brigs  and  floops 
which  go  up  as  far  as  Lewes,  and  barges  to  Bar  comb -mill. 

For  palling  the  bridge  we  paid  two  millings,  it  having 
been  built  to  fupply  the  place  of  the  ferry,  which  was  the 
only  pafTage  till  within  thefe  few  years.  We  now  drove 
through  Newhaven,  a  fmall  town  about  a  mile  diftant  from  newhaven. 
the  fea.  At  the  head  of  the  flat  appeared  Lewes,  a  very 
confiderable  town,  and  well  known  in  hiftory  for  the  bloody 
battle  between  Henry  III.  and  the  rebellious  barons  under 
Simon  Mountfort.  Henry  was  defeated,  and  he  and  his  fon, 
afterwards  Edward  I.,  were  taken  prifoners. 

From  Newhaven  we  afcended  for  a  fmall  fpace,  then  tra- 
velled very  near  the  edge  of  the  precipitous  cliffs  of  chalk 
impending  over  a  pebbly  beach.  Beneath  us  appeared  feve- 
ral  perfons  burled  in  the  water,  puihing  before  them  their 
fhrimp-nets.  At  this  time  the  fea  was  in  high  beauty,  co- 
loured with  teints  of  azure,  green,  and  purple.  The  whole 
country  is  naked  \  but  wheat  grows  well,  even  to  the  edge  of 
the  cliffs,  notwithftanding  the  downs  are  covered  with  flints. 

In  the  parifh  of  Telscomb  I  obferved  feveral  tumuli  clofe  Tumuli  and 

1        1         /*  1  ••  I!  *         c  r*    1  Trenches* 

to  the  edge  or  the  precipice,  and  the  remains  of  one  or  the 
fquare  camps  mentioned  by  Dr.  Tabor,  We  pafTed  through 
Vol.  II.  k  the 
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RottincDean.  the  large  village  of  Rotting  Dean,  confifting  of  a  long  ftreet 
feated  in  a  hollow  open  to  the  fea,  with  a  road  cut  down  to 
the  water  fide  through  the  cliff.  In  the  year  1377  tne  French 
landed  (Hollingshed,  Vol.  II.  418.)  near  this  village,  with 
the  delign  of  burning  Lewes  :  the  Prior,  Sir  Thomas  Cheinie^ 
and  Sir  John  Falleslie,  afTembling  a  numerous  body  of  pea- 
fants,  attacked  the  invaders,  but  were  defeated  with  the  lofs 
of  one  hundred  men  ;  the  French  likewife  loft  fuch  a  great 
number  of  men  in  the  battle,  that  they  thought  proper  to 
return  to  France  with  their  prifoners,  among  whom  were 
the  Prior  of  Lewes,  the  two  Knights,  and  an  Efquire  of  the 
name  of  Br  okas, 

Brighthelm-       The  cliffs  decreafe  in  height  as  we  approach  Brighthelm* 
stone,  where  they  are  between  twenty  and  thirty  feet  high> 
compofed  of  a  brown  clay,  continually  warned  by  the  fea. 
The  town  was  known  in  Saxon  times  by  the  name  of  Bright- 
helmes-tun  ;  Earl  Godwine  was  owner  of  the  manor.  After 
the  Conqueft,  William  beftowed  it  on  William  de  Warren, 
created  by  him  Earl  of  Surry.    In  the  time  of  Edward  II. 
it  reverted  to  the  Crown  :    John,  the  then  Earl,  finding 
himfelf  childlefs,  fettled  it  on  the  King,  on  his  deceafe.  It 
was  afterwards  granted  by  that  monarch  to  his  favourite 
Edmund  Fitz- Alan  earl  of  Arundel,  who  was  beheaded  in 
1326.    It  remained  in  his  family  till  the  death  of  his  grand- 

fon, 
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fon,  Richard)  who  underwent  the  fame  fate  in  the  reign  of 
Richard  II.  The  King  beftowed  it  on  Mowbray  duke  of 
Norfolk  :  farther  I  do  not  trace  i  ts  matters. 

The  town  extends  along  the  cliffs  eafr.  and  weft,  in  length,  Town. 
from  the  rock-houfe  to  the  weft  battery,  about  three  quar- 
ters of  a  mile  :  the  houfes  on  the  eaftern  part,  called,  by  way 
of  difTinclion,  The  Cliffy  are  very  handfomely  built,  and  com- 
mand a  fine  and  great  line  of  coaft,  fmifhing  fublimely  with 
the  Isle  of  Wight,  vilible  in  clear  weather.  The  parades 
built  on  the  Steyne,  a  large  open  place,  make  a  very  good  The  Steyne. 
appearance.  The  lodging-houfes  are  convenient,  and  al- 
moft  univerfally  have  bow-windows  from  top  to  bottom ; 
they  are  built  with  brick ;  a  few  with  flints  often  cut  in 
fquares,  a  form  I  never  fufpecled  that  fragile  folTil  could  have 
aflumed  by  any  art. 

On  the  Stey?ie  are  two  bookfellers*  mops,  well  fupplied 
with  books,  moftly  confiding  of  the  light  reading,  fuited  to 
places  of  this  kind.  In  this  place  are  a  few  private  houfes 
eafily  to  be  diftinguimed  from  the  others ;  that  built  by  Wil-  mr.  Hamil. 
Ham  Gerard  Hamilton,  Efq.  is  much  to  be  admired  for  its 
elegant  fimplicity.  It  is  fronted  with  Mr.  Adams's  artifi- 
cial ftone,  which  here  braves  the  florin,  and  feems  to  fecure 
the  ingenious  inventor  from  any  farther  troubles  of  the  law. 

ic  2  Mr. 
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Mr.  Hamilton  is  a  privy  counfellor  of  the  kingdom  of  Ire- 
land, and  is  the  gentleman  who  is  fo  unjuftly  nick-named 
Single-speech  Hamilton.  He  was,  as  he  is  now,  a  member 
of  the  British  Parliament,  in  which,  on  his  firft  fitting,  he 
made  an  admirable  fpeech.  He  was  fuddenly  called  over 
to  our  filter  ifle  to  hold  an  important  office,  and  had 
not  an  opportunity  again  to  difplay  his  talents  on  our  fide  of 
the  water. 

Assembly  One  of  the  affembly  rooms  is  on  the  fame  line  \  it  is  very 
magnificent,  and  has  the  ufual  attendant  apartments,  all  in 
an  elegant  ftyle  :  the  other  afTembly-room  is  at  the  Old  Ship, 
That,  and  its  card  and  tea-room,  notwithftanding  they  are 
lefs  fplendid,  are  equally  well  adapted  for  their  purpofes. — - 
The  company  meet  at  both  of  them  alternately. 

Prince  of  His  Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince  of  Wales  makes  this  town 
his  relidence  during  great  part  of  the  fummer,  for  the  fake 
of  the  fea  air,  and  the  fea  bathing.  He  built  here  a  houfe, 
which  does  credit  to  the  royal  tafle :  the  centre  is  circular, 
crowned  with  a  dome  ;  the  wings  extenfive,  with  a  gallery 
ftretching  along  the  front  of  each.  He,  in  his  earlier  days, 
pafTed  his  time  with  a  fet  of  companions — too  many  of  whom 
were  a  difgrace  to  his  high  rank,  his  acknowledged  abilities, 
and  his  poliHied  behaviour.    His  excellent  fenfe,  and  the  fine 

i  gentle- 
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gentleman,  were  too  often  funk  in  frolics  unfuitable  to  his 
birth  and  future  hopes.  The  hey-day  of  his  blood  is  now 
over;  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  our  British  Titus  is  now  lay- 
ing afide  his  juvenile  exceffes,  and  becoming  what  the  Roman 
was,  Delicice  luimani  generis. 

The  bathing-place  for  the  female  fex  is  on  the  fhore,  be-  Bathing. 
neath  the  Steyne,  open  to  a  moft  turbulent  fea.  This  part 
of  our  fea-girt  reign  is  certainly  the  moft  expofed  and  leaft 
convenient ;  but  fafhion,  and  perhaps  the  moft  inconteftable 
falubrity  of  the  air,  may  be  the  grand  attra&ives  to  the  water 
of  Brighthehnstone. 

Near  to  the  weft  fide  of  the  lower  part  of  the  Steyne,  not 
far  from  the  fea,  are  fome  moft  commodious  baths,  with  a  hot  Hot  Bath. 
bath,  fudatory  and  mower  bath  ;  the  water  from  the  fea  is  in- 
ftantly  conveyed  from  thence  into  the  cold  baths,  quite  frefh 
and  pure.  Poflibly  it  may  be  an  efficient  fuccedaneum  when 
the  rage  of  the  tempeft  deprives  the  patient  of  the  ufe  of 
the  unconfmed  element. 

The  fim-market,  both  wholefale  and  retail,  is  kept  on  FlSH  mLk'ket. 
trie  beach  a  little  beyond  the  baths :  the  boats  ufed  in  the 
fifheries  are  from  ten  to  fifteen  tons,  made  remarkably  ftrong 
to  fecure  them  again  ft  the  ftorms  in  their  winter  adventure. 

The 
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The  mackarel  boats  are  navigated  by  three  or  four  men  and  a 
boy  ;  there  are  about  forty- five  for  the  mackarel  rlfhery,  and 
twenty-five  for  trawling  :  they  fet  fail  generally  in  the  even- 
ing, go  eight  or  ten  leagues  to  fea,  and  return  the  next  day: 
the  riming  is  always  carried  on  in  the  night.  The  crew  are 
provided  with  tea,  coffee,  water,  and  a  fmall  quantity  of 
fpirits ;  for  at  fea  they  are  remarkably  temperate  :  their  in- 
dulgence is  only  on  fhore.  They  alfo  take  with  them  bread, 
beef  and  greens,  which,  and  fometimes  fifh,  they  often  eat 
with  their  tea  and  coffee.  They  are  a  hardy  race,  and  very 
healthy;  yet,  during  the  fummer  feafon,  they  have  a  very  fmall 
interval  from  labour.  They  get  a  good  meal,  and  a  very  fhort 
repofe  by  laying  themfelves  on  a  bed  during  the  few  hours 
in  the  day  in  which  they  come  on  fhore.  They  bring  their 
fifh  in  bafkets  to  the  beach,  fling  them  in  vail:  heaps,  and 
inflantly  a  ring  of  people  is  formed  round  ;  an  auction  is 
begun,  and  the  heap  is  immediately  difpofed  of :  the  price 
is  uncertain,  according  to  the  fuccefs  of  the  night.  Macka- 
rel this  feafon  (1793)  were  fold  from  ij.  to  7I.  a  hundred; 
they  have  been  fold  as  high  as  15I.  a  hundred.  Mackarels 
and  Soles  are  the  great  ftaples  of  the  place  ;  nine  or  ten 
thoufand  have  been  taken  at  one  mooting  of  the  net. — 
Mackarel  fwim  deep  in  calms,  and  rife  to  the  furface  in  gales, 
when  the  largeft  fifh  and  the  greatefr,  quantities  are  taken. 
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The  nets  confift  of  a  number  of  parts,  each  of  which  are 
from  thirty-fix  to  fifty  yards  long,  and  deep,  and  are  kept 
buoyant  by  corks.  Thefe  united  form  a  chain  of  nets  a  mile 
and  a  half  long.  Before  they  are  ufed,  in  the  fpring,  they 
are  taken  from  the  ftore-houfes  and  fpread  upon  the  Steyne, 
a  privilege  time  immemorial  granted  to  the  fifhermen.  The 
boats  are  drawn  on  fhore  at  the  latter  end  of  the  winter, 
and  placed  in  ranges  on  the  lower  part  of  the  Steyne,  and 
other  places  near  to  the  fea  ;  and  I  have,  in  the  beginning  of 
Aprils  with  a  great  noife  heard  them  drag  them  back  to  the 
fea,  in  the  manner  defcribed  by  Horace  : 

Solvitur  acris  lrpems  veris  et  Favoni,. 
Trahuntque  ficcas  machinas  carinas. 

This  interval  from  labour  is  very  fmall,  for  numbers  of  the 
boats  are  in  the  early  fpring  hired  out  to  dredge  for  oyfters, 
to  fupply  the  beds  in  the  Medway  and  other  places. 

The  greater  part  of  the  fifti  are  fent  to  London,  packed  in  Fishsentto 
baikets,  ufually  about  three  quarters  of  a  hundred  in  each  ;  London. 
they  are  put  into  fmall  light  carts,  which  go  pod,  carry  from 
about  fifteen  to  thirty  baikets  each,  and  reach  our  capital  in. 
eight  or  ten  hours. 

The  Mackarel  are  fuppofed  to  come  from  the  Bay  of  mackarel. 

Biscay,. 
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Biscay.  In  the  early  fpring  they  are  taken  off  Dieppe  ;  they 
next  appear  off  Mounts  Bay,  where  they  are  caught  in  femes, 
and  fent  by  land  to  London  in  fmall  bafkets  :  the  (hooting  of 
nets  has  not  been  found  to  anfwer  off  the  Cornish  more. 

They  arrive  in  the  channel  off  Brighthel?nsto?ie  in  the 
middle  of  April,  and  continue  till  the  middle  of  July  ;  after 
which  they  will  not  mefh,  hut,  are  caught  with  hooks,  and 
are  at  that  feafon  fhotten,  and  the  liver  full  of  worms.  In 
June  they  are  obferved  to  approach  nearer  to  the  more  ;  they 
continue  in  the  channel  till  the  cold  feafon  commences, 
when  they  go  progreflively  north  or  eaft.  The  fry  is  feen  of 
very  fmall  fize  in  October  and  November. 

Herrings.  The  Herring  fifhery  begins  in  October  ;  thofe  fifh  appear 
in  great  quantities  along  more,  and  reach  Hastings  in  No- 
vember. The  fifhery  is  very  confiderable,  and  adventurers 
from  every  country  engage  in  it.  A  boat  has  ten  laft  of 
10,000  each.  The  fifti  which  are  not  fent  to  London  frefh 
are  falted  or  cured  as  red  herrings :  the  nets  refemble  thofe 
ufed  in  the  Mackarel  fifhery,  only  the  mefhes  are  fmaller ; 
they  are  about  twenty  feet  deep,  and  are  left  to  fink  of 
themfelves. 

Pilchards.       The  congenerous  Pilchards  are  fometimes  taken  here  in 
the  Mackarel  nets,  but  in  very  fmall  quantities. 

Soles, 
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Soles,  the  other  ftaple  flfh,  are  taken  in  trawls,  in  great 
numbers.  The  fifhery  begins  in  April,  and  continues  all  the 
fummer.  In  April  1794  the  weight  of  two  tons  were 
caught  in  one  night.  I  faw,  in  the  fame  month,  a  heap  of 
Soles  on  the  market  beach,  none  of  which  were  lefs  than 
nineteen  inches  long.  The  other  congenerous  fifhes  were 
Turbots,  generally  very  indifferent ;  Brills,  or  Pearl ;  Smear- 
dabs,  Plaice  and  Flounders. 

Various  kinds  of  Rays  are  taken  here  :  fuch  as,  the  Skate, 
Br.  Zool.  II.  No.  30  ;  the  Sharp-nosed,  No.  31;  the  Fuller, 
No.  5  3  ;  the  Thornback ;  the  Sand  Ray,  which  has  ffiarp 
flender  fpines  on  the  edges,  oppofite  to  the  eyes  ;  minute 
fpines  along  the  edges  of  the  fins,  and  upon  the  fins,  like 
the  Fuller;  the  back  and  tail  lhagreened,  marked  with 
round  black  fpots ;  the  teeth  fharp  and  flender. 

A  Ray,  not  uncommon  on  the  Flintshire  coarls,  twenty- 
one  inches  long,  of  which  the  tail  is  eleven  :  the  nofe  is 
pointed,  and  femi-tranfparent ;  two  fpines  above  each  eye, 
and  three  placed  in  a  row  on  the  back  ;  three  rows  on  the 
tail,  of  which  the  middle  runs  far  up  the  back  ;  edges  of 
the  body  from  the  nofe  to  the  anal  fin  rough,  with  rows  of 
minute  fpines ;  back  quite  fmooth,  of  a  fine  pale  brown, 

Vol.  II.  l  regularly 
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regularly  marked  with  circular  black  fpots ;  teeth  quite  flat, 
and  fmooth. 


Sharks.  Of  the  Shark  genus  the  Angel-Jish  is  not  uncommon. — 
The  Smooth  Sharks,  or  Topes,  are  very  numerous ;  they 
grow  to  the  length  of  four  feet.  I  faw  opened  feveral  of  this 
fpecies,  and  can  vouch  for  the  truth  of  the  young  entering 
the  mouth  of  the  parent  in  time  of  danger,  and  taking  refuge 
in  the  ftomach.  I  have  feen  from  twelve  to  twenty  taken 
out  of  a  fingle  Tope,  each  eleven  or  twelve  inches  long. 
This  fpecies  is  fplit,  falted,  and  eaten. 

Porbeagle.      I  here  met  with  the  Porbeagle  of  Mr.  Iago,  fee  Br.  Zool. 

III.  No.  49  ;  the  length  was  three  feet  nine  inches,  the 
thickefh  circumference  two  feet  and  an  inch.  It  is  a  rare 
fpecies,  allied  to  the  Beaumaris  fhark. 

The  greater  and  leffer  Spotted  Dog-fish  are  very  numerous. 

Angler.  The  common  Angler  is  frequently  caught  here,  and  fome- 
times  of  an  enormous  fize  :  from  the  vaft  width  of  the 
mouth,  it  is  called  here  the  Kettle-maw* 


■Launce. 


The  Launce,  and  two  fpecies  of  Weevers,  are  very  com- 
i  mon ; 
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mon  ;  the  greater  grows  to  the  length  of  fixteen  inches,  is 
two  inches  deep,  the  weight  of  two  pounds,  and  is  a  firm 
well-tafted  fifh.  The  fifhermen  have  a  great  dread  of  the 
fpines,  and  cut  them  off  as  foon  as  taken. 

The  Cod-fish  tribe  are  rather  fcarce,  except  the  Whitings,  Cod. 
which  are  fometimes  caught  in  Mackarel  nets,  but  chiefly 
with  hooks.    They  are  taken  in  April,  but  the  beft  feafon 
is  in  October,    I  faw  here  the  Common  Cod,  the  Whitijig- 
pout,  the  Coal-fish,  and  the  Five-bearded  Cod. 

The  Doree  is  frequently  taken  :  I  faw  one  of  fifteen  doree. 
pounds  weight,  and  the  length  of  three  quarters  of  a  yard. 
I  faw  here  the  lunulated  Gilt- head  and  ancient  Wrasse,  the 
Basse,  and  red  or  ftriped  Surmullet ;  the  lafl  fmall.  The 
red  and  the  grey  Gurnards  were  common.  Salmons  are  un- 
known here,  which  I  am  told  is  the  cafe  on  all  chalky  coafts. 
The  Gar,  or  Needle-fish,  are  often  feen  here,  and  of  great 
lengths.  I  fhall  not  digrefs  improperly  in  faying  that  the 
Razor-bills  and  Guillemots,  inhabitants  of  Beachv-head.  are  D 

■  «*  '  Kazor-bills. 

frequently  caught  in  the  Mackarel  nets,  unwarily  diving  in 
purfuit  of  the  rim. 


Prawns  are,  in  their  feafon,  taken  in  vaft  abundance  near 
the  mores,  which  wanting  rocks  to  give  fhelter  to  the  Lob- 

l  2  sters 
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sters  and  Crabs,  thofe  delicacies  are  brought  from  the  more 
diftant  parts  to  the  eaft. 

Corallines.  Variety  of  Corallines  are  found  on  the  coaft  of  this  coun- 
try and  that  of  Kent.  Many  of  them  are  engraven  in  the 
ingenious  hiftory  of  that  clafs  of  Natural  Hiftory,  fo  admira- 
bly managed  by  my  friend  the  late  Mr.  Ellis,  to  whom  Lin- 
ncens  gave  the  title  of  hynceus  Ellisius  ;  but,  for  fome  years 
before  his  death,  by  too  great  an  exertion  of  his  hyncean  fa- 
culties, he  was  totally  deprived  of  even  the  common  bleffing 
of  fight. 

Vermes.  That  curious  Vermes  the  Doris  Argo  of  Lmnans,  and 
the  Lemon  of  the  Br.  Zool.  IV.  No.  22,  tab.  22,  has  been 
found  on  this  coaft :  it  is  alfo  moft  admirably  engraved  by 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Cordiner,  in  the  third  number  of  his  Views  in 
Scotland^  with  the  full  expanfion  of  all  its  ramifications  :  it 
is  called  the  Lemony  from  its  colour  refembling  that  fruit. 


Old  Town. 


The  more  antient  town  Hands  on  the  weft  fide  of  the 
Stey?iey  and  even  it  muft  have  been  confiderably  prior  to  the 
middle  of  laft  century,  before  which  West- street  had  been 
built.  Since  that  time  the  town  has  been  extended  confi- 
derably farther  weft,  and  is  ftill  increasing  :  it  is  of  a  fquare 
form,  and  confifts  of  feveral  parallel  ftreets,  which  finifh  at 

the 
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the  fouth  cliff,  on  which  is  a  pleafant  walk  above  the  beach. 
This  place  has  fcarcely  any  trade  except  that  of  coal  for  the 
ufe  of  the  inhabitants.  The  road  is  moft  dangerous;  fliips 
cannot  continue  there  long  in  fafety,  and  there  are  too  fre- 
quent inftances  of  fhipwrecks  beneath  the  very  cliffs.  The 
fisheries,  and  the  refort  of  company,  are  the  great  fupport  of 
Brighthelmstone  :  the  vifitants  may  fupply  their  wants  from 
a  number  of  fhops  uncommonly  well  furnhhed.  There 
are  in  fome  of  the  ftreets  a  few  good  houfes,  but  in  general 
they  are  fmall,  adapted  to  the  ftate  of  the  generality  of  the 
inhabitants :  there  are  no  lanes  or  crofs  ftreets,  nor  have  the 
parallel  ftreets  any  other  communication  than  alleys,  or,  as 
they  are  called  here,  twittmgs,  narrow  paffages  often  not 
three  feet  wide,  fcarcely  pervious  by  two  bulky  people, 
fhould  they  chance  to  meet. 

Tradition  fays,  that  much  of  this  town  had  been  devoured 
by  the  fea ;  which  is  not  unlikely,  but  the  lofs  has  been 
amply  repaired.  The  fmall  fortrefs  erected  here  in  1539,  by 
Henry )  was  partly  {landing  in  1761,  when  Mr.  Grose  made 
a  drawing  of  the  ruins :  iince  that  time  it  has  been  totally 
carried  away,  to  form  a  road  on  its  fite. 

In  West-street  ftands  the  houfe  in  which  Charles  II.  fiept  charlesII. 
[October  14,  1651)  the  night  before  he  effected  his  efcape  to  His  Escape. 

France, 
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France )  after  the  battle  of  Worcester.  At  that  time  it  was 
kept  by  one  Smithy  who  had  lived  about  the  Court,  having 
been  one  of  the  late  King's  guards.  He  immediately  knew 
his  gueft,  but  had  too  much  loyalty  to  betray  him.  Smith 
(fays  Carte>  iv.  650.)  came  into  the  room  after  fupper,  when 
the  King  was  alone  leaning  with  his  hand  on  a  chair,  and, 
fuddenly  kiffing  the  hand,  faid,  "  God  blefs  you,  wherever 
you  go  !  I  don't  doubt,  before  I  die,  to  be  a  lord,  and  my 
wife  a  lady.'*  The  king  laughed,  but  immediately  ftopt  all 
further  difcourfe  by  going  into  another  room. 

West  Battery.  The  moft  remote  part  of  the  town  on  one  fide  is  the  weft 
battery,  confirming  of  a  few  pieces  of  cannon,  and  of  late 
fome  attendant  buildings  for  the  accommodation  of  the  of- 
ficers and  for  other  purpofes,  a  number  of  artillery-men 
being  always  quartered  here  for  the  fervice  of  each  battery. 

The  north  ftreet  afcends  from  near  the  Castle  Inn  to  a 
New  Chapel,  fmall  diftance  of  the  church.  A  chapel  has  been  juft  finifhed 
near  the  fouth  end  of  this  ftreet,  at  the  expence  of  the  pre- 
fent  Vicar,  who  is  to  be  repaid  by  the  rent  of  the  pews. 
Contiguous  to  the  chapel  are  the  Spring  Gardens^  or  public 
walks,  exceedingly  well  adapted  for  the  purpofe,  being  both 
pleafant  and  calm  retreats  on  this  flormy  fhore. 


The 
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The  church  is  feated  on  a  lofty  eminence,  at  a  moft  in- 
convenient diftance  from  the  inhabitants.  It  is  a  good  land- 
mark for  mariners  :  poflibly  that  might  have  been  one  mo- 
tive for  building  it  there ;  another,  that  the  failors  might 
have  opportunity  of  offering  up  their  prayers  to  their  pa- 
tron St.  Nicholas,  to  whom  the  church  is  dedicated,  as  they 
failed  beneath. 

On  an  altar  tomb  near  the  fouth  fide  of  the  church  is  the 
following  memorial  of  the  loyalty  and  fervices  of  Nicholas 
Tattersal,  matter  of  the  fmall  bark  which,  in  defiance  of  all 
danger,  conveyed  Charles  II.  fafe  to  France  :  that  Prince, 
after  experiencing  a  long  feries  of  miraculous  efcapes  fubfe- 
quent  to  the  battle  of  Worcester ;  was  at  length  conducted  by 
his  faithful  friends  to  Brighthelmstone,  which  was  thought  a 
more  fecure  place  to  meet  at,  than  at  Shoreham  where  his 
veflel  lay.  His  Majefty  was  immediately  known  by  Tatter- 
sal,  for  it  feems  he  had  been  taken  by  the  King  when  Prince, 
with  his  own  and  feveral  other  vefTels  belonging  to  this  town, 
in  1648.  The  man  behaved  with  unmaken  loyalty,  and, 
conveying  him  to  Shoreham^  fet  fail  on  October  16th,  and 
landed  him  in  the  night  in  a  creek  not  far  from  Fescamp  in 
Normandy . 


"  P.  M.  S. 
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44  Captain  Nicholas  Tatterfal,  through  whofe  prudence,  valour  and 
44  loyalty,  Charles  II.  King  of  England,  after  he  had  efcaped  the  fword  of 
44  his  mercilefs  rebels,  and  his  forces  received  a  fatal  overthrow  at  Wor- 
44  cejler,  September  the  3d,  1651,  was  faithfully  preferved  and  conveyed 
"  to  France,  departed  this  life  the  26th  of  July  1674. 

*•  Within  this  marble  monument  doth  lie, 

**  Approved  faith,  honour,  and  loyalty  ; 

"  In  this  cold  clay  he  has  now  ta'en  up  his  ftation, 

44  Who  once  preferv'd  the  Church,  the  Crown  and  Nation  : 

"  When  Charles  the  Great  was  nothing  but  a  breath, 

44  This  valiant  foulftept  'tween  him  and  death  : 

44  Ufurpers'  threats,  nor  tyrant  rebels'  frown, 

64  Could  not  affright  his  duty  to  the  Crown  : 

<4  Which  glorious  act  of  his  for  Church  and  State  .  ^  . 

44  Three  Princes  in  one  day  did  gratulate, 

44  Profefiing  all  to  him  in  debts  to  be,  % 

44  As  all  the  world  are  to  his  memory. 

44  Since  earth  could  not  reward  the  worth  him  given, 

*'  He  now  receives  it  from  the  King  of  Heaven. 

44  In  the  fame  cheft  one  Jewel  more  you  have, 

*4  The  partner  of  his  virtues,  bed,  and  grave." 

Soon  after  the  Reftoration,  Tatter  sal  brought  his  vefTel  up 
the  river  Thames^  and  moored  oppofite  to  Whitehall^  in  re- 
membrance of  his  Majefty's  efcape.  An  annuity  was  granted 
to  that  loyal  failor,  and  his  heirs,  for  ever,  of  iool.  a  year ; 
but  for  a  confiderable  time  pah1:  it  has  been  difcontinued. 

In 
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In  the  church-yard  is  infcribed  on  a  head-flone,  dated 
i y  79,  the  following  admirable  admonition  : 

"  The  hour  conceal'd,  and  fo  remote  the  fear, 
"  Death  {till  draws  nearer,  never  feeming  near." 

Within  the  church  is  a  mod  curious  antient  font,  of  a 
circular  form,  with  numbers  of  fmall  figures  cut  around,  re- 
prefenting  our  Saviour,  and  the  Apoftles  ;  the  firft,  bleffing 
the  bread  and  wine  at  the  Laft  Supper. 

The  Author  of  Britannia  Magna,  V,  511,  fays  that  the 
church  is  a  vicarage,  but  meanly  endowed.  The  Vicar 
claims  the  old  epifcopal  cuftom  of  a  penny  per  head,  (com- 
monly called  smoke-mo?iey ,  or  garden-penny  \)  as  alfo  he  re- 
quires, as  his  due,  a  quarter  of  a  fhare  out  of  all  riming  vef- 
fels,  which  formerly  was  very  advantageous  to  the  incum- 
bent when  the  town  was  in  its  profperity,  but  now  it  is  of 
no  confiderable  profit  to  him.  He  alfo  tells  us,  that  formerly 
was  another  church  near  the  middle  of  the  town,  which,  as 
is  faid,  was  burnt  down  fome  years  ago  by  the  French, 

At  a  confiderable  height  above  the  church,  on  the  fum- 
mit,  are  the  foundations  of  fome  very  antient  buildings,  of  a 
form  refembling  thofe  of  the  Pharos  near  Holyhead,  the   a  pharos. 
which  I  have  defcribed  at  p.  278  of  Vol.  IV.  of  my  Welsh 

Vol.  II.  m  Toui\<. 
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Tours.  The  very  apt  fituation  of  thofe  in  queftion  makes  mc 
not  hefitate  to  pronounce  their  fuperftrudture  to  have  been 
deligned  for  the  fame  ufe. 

Antient State      jn  refpe(^  tQ  ^  antient  ftate  Qf  tne  town,  we  can  only 

OF  THE  I  OWN.  r  ,  ■/ 

add,  that  it  was  once  defended  by  walls,  and  that  Queen  Eli" 
zabeth  had  built  four  gates :  of  the  former  there  are  not  the 
Jean:  traces  ;  of  the  latter  the  eaftern  is  faid  by  Mr.  Gough 
to  have  been  pulled  down  of  late  years.  Mr.  Grose  (article 
Sussex)  has  prefer ved  the  form  of  the  block-houfe  built  by 
Henry  VIII.  in  1539;  it  is  now  entirely  loft.  Tradition 
fays,  that  there  had  been  a  ftreet  beneath  the  cliff  of  this  part 
of  the  range  \  but  it  muft  long  fince  have  been  loft,  <£  for 
within  the  memory  of  man,"  fays  Mr.  Grose ,  u  the  fea  has 
gained  fifty  yards  upon  the  land  of  this  clayey  fhore." 

All  the  neighbourhood  of  Brighthelmstone  abounds  with 
antiquities  of  very  high  date  indeed.  British  encampments 
or  pofts  on  the  fummits  of  feveral  of  the  hills  :  they  feem 
common  to  nioft  parts  of  Britain^  but  are  moft  common  on 
the  maritime.  I  have  taken  notice  frequently  of  them  in 
my  Travels :  I  may  direct  my  reader  to  my  Tours  in  Scotland 
and  Wales. 


The  near  ell:  to  Brighthelmstone  is  on  the  eaft  fide,  and  is 
x  called 
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called  the  Whitehawh  I  think  it  takes  in  part  of  the  race- 
ground  ;  the  entrance  is  on  the  north.  It  Hopes  fteeply  to 
the  eaft  and  weft,  and  more  gradually  to  the  fea  ;  the  upper 
part,  or  that  on  the  plain,  or  more  accefllble,  is  ftrengthened 
by  dykes  and  fofTes,  as  ufual  in  works  of  this  kind  There 
are  feveral  others  within  no  great  diftance,  fuch  as  Higkdowti, 
Cissbmy-hill,  Wolsonbury,  Ditchling,  two  on  Caburn-hill 
near  Lewes,  Holinsbury,  and  the  Devils-dike. 

The  laft  is  five  miles  from  Brighthelmsto?iey  and  is  remark- 
able for  its  ftrength.  The  poft  itfelf  is  called  Poorma?is- 
walls :  it  is  of  a  very  considerable  extent,  and  of  an  oblong 
form  :  the  fouth  end  is  defended  by  a  fofs  and  very  lofty 
dike  extending  to  the  edge  of  what  may  properly  be  called 
the  Devils-dike,  a  vaft  natural  hollow  of  great  depth,  floped 
by  art  on  both  fides,  but,  on  that  which  is  part  of  the  camp, 
Ikirted  by  a  terrace  ;  the  bottom  is  levelled  by  art,  which  is 
very  apparent  at  one  angle :  one  fide  of  this  poft  is  very  fteep, 
and  the  fols  on  that  part  very  weak  ;  within  them,  and  near 
the  end,  a  great  tumulus,  poflibly  the  place  of  interment  of 
fome  mighty  chieftain. 


An  oblong  ridged  hill,  in  form  of  a  faddle,  rifes  above. 
Beneath  is  a  hollow,  called,  from  the  fhapeof  the  hill,  Saddle- 

m  2  combe  \ 
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combe ;  the  laft  fyllable  is  affuredly  corrupted  from  Cwm,  the 
ufual  Welsh  or  British  for  Umilar  concavities. 

The  profpect  from  the  north  fide  of  this  coafl  is  very  ex- 
tenfive,  of  a  level  country  much  inclofed,  rich,  and  diversi- 
fied with  fmall  woods. 

In  May  1793  a  caufe  diftrefsful  to  a  parent  occafioned 
my  family  and  myfelf  to  make  Brighthelmstone  our  refidence 
during  fome  weeks.  I  efteemed  it  a  peculiar  good  fortune 
to  meet  at  that  place  Jolm  Tray  ton  Fuller  efq.  of  Ashdown- 
house,  in  this  county.  He  felt  my  Situation,  he  himfelf  being 
the  parent  of  ten  children  by  the  worthy  daughter  of  our 
boafted  hero,  George  Augustus  Elliot  baron  HeatJifield.  It 
was  with  great  fatisfaction  that  I  formed  with  him  a  friend- 
fhip,  fpontaneoufly  offered  to  me  from  the  motive  of  hu- 
manity, and  a  wi(h  to  alleviate  the  anxiety  which  preyed  on 
my  mind.  With  much  judgment  he  made  ufe  of  my  fa- 
vourite amufement  as  the  means,  and  introduced  me  to  fe- 
veral  places  I  had  not  vifited. 

I  had  before  found  my  way  to  Preston-hall,  a  large  houfe 
about  a  mile  and  a  half  to  the  north  of  Brighthelmstone,  near 
a  fmall  village  of  the  fame  name,  furrounded  with  a  few 

trees, 
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trees,  as  ufual  with  the  feats  built  at  the  bottoms  of  the 
naked  downs. 

On  leaving  Brighthelmstone  we  took  the  Toad  to  New 
Shoreham,  about  fix  miles  diftant  ;  the  firft  four  was  over 
dreary  downs  confifting  of  chalk  beneath  the  turf.  This 
ftratum  runs  as  low  as  the  church  we  had  left,  near  which 
is  a  vail  chalk-pit.  At  the  end  of  four  miles  we  arrived 
in  a  good  inclofed  country,  though  ftill  with  very  few 
trees ;  but  the  land  was  rich,  and  formed  a  gentle  flope  to 
the  fea.  To  the  north  we  left  Portslade,  a  village  and  tower- 
fteeple  ;  to  the  fouth,  Southwich,  with  a  fpire-fteeple  em- 
bofomed  in  trees. 

New  Shoreha??i  lay  before  us  in  a  wet  flat;  its  large  church 
and  great  tower-fteeple,  backed  by  a  long  wood,  looked  to 
advantage  after  our  tedious  journey  over  the  naked  downs ; 
but  to  the  weft  and  to  the  north  appear  the  fame  dreary 
heights :  to  Shoreham  we  pavTed  over  a  level  tracl,  open,  and 
rich  in  corn. 

The  town  is  built  in  a  fcattered  manner,  and  chiefly  in- 
habited by  feafaring  people.    It  muft  have  been  a  coniider- 
able  port  in  1347,  as  it  contributed  twenty  fhips  and  three 
hundred  and  twenty-nine  mariners  to  the  expedition  of  that 
2  year :. 
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year  :  it  is  not  a  corporated  town,  but  has  the  privilege  of 
fending  two  members  ever  lince  the  year  1294  ;  they  are 
elected  by  the  principal  inhabitants,  in  number  about  feventy, 
and  returned  by  the  conftables. 

The  church  is  a  large  and  magnificent  pile,  built  in  form 
of  a  Greek  crofs ;  it  feems  to  have  been  erected  at  different 
times  :  there  are  in  many  parts  round  arches  and  maffy  pil- 
lars with  fculptured  capitals,  fuch  as  were  inufe  in  the  Nor- 
man days.  One  of  the  arches  under  the  tower  is  particu- 
larly grand,  and  the  column  lofty.  Probably  this  church 
might  have  grown  ruinous  by  time,  and  have  been  reftored 
in  the  defective  parts  in  the  Gothic  ftyle,  for  fach  prevails 
in  feveral  places.  On  each  fide  of  the  chancel  are  galleries 
with  obtufe  arches  to  the  openings ;  the  roof  is  ftone :  only 
the  choir  and  two  aifles  remain  ;  all  the  reft  have  long  flnce 
fallen  to  ruin. 

In  this  town  had  been  a  priory  of  Carmelites •,  as  Tanner 
fays,  founded  by  Sir  John  de  Mowbray ;  I  imagine  the  un- 
fortunate knight  who  fuffered  with  particular  circumftances 
of  ignominy  at  York,  in  1322*,  for  the  fhare  he  had  in  the 
rebellion  of  Thomas  earl  of  Lancaster, 

The 

*  Dugdale's  Baron.  I.  12$  127. 


FROM  DOVER  TO  lNTD'S-END.  87 

The  harbour  comes  clofe  up  to  the  town,  and  winds,  in  Harbour, 
form  of  a  broad  canal,  a  mile  and  a  half  eaflward  to  the  fea  : 
fliips  which  draw  thirteen  feet  come  up,  but  are  left  dry  at 
low  water.  Many  mips  are  built  here,  fome  of  four  hun- 
dred tons  burthen,  with  wood  brought  from  the  wolds  of 
the  country,  the  remains  of  Coed  Andred,  the  antient  Sylva 
Anderidai 

At  a  mile's  diftance  from  New  SJioreham  I  palled  by  the 
Old,  a  poor  village  with  a  fmall  church,  in  the  fame  form  as  Old 

Shoreham.. 

that  of  New  Shoreham,  and  within  of  the  Saxon  ftyle,  with 
round  arches  enriched  with  carving;.  It  is  dedicated  to  St, 
Nicholas ;  a  faint,  I  imagine,  the  Suth-Sexians  had  a  parti- 
cular predilection  for,  by  the  number  of  churches  they 
placed  under  his  patronage.  The  tide  once  flowed  by  this 
place,  and  brought  large  vefTels  as  far  as  Br  ember  y  three  or 
four  miles  higher;  but  the  navigation  has  long  fince  been 
choked  up.  Before  Old  Shoreham  is  a  marlhy  tract  watered 
by  the  river  Adur  :  its  channel  once  ran  on  this  fide,  but 
about  thirty  years  ago  was  diverted  towards  New  Shoreham, 
not  only  for  the  purpofe  of  fcouring  the  harbour,  but  for 
gaining  much  good  land  from  the  marines,  which  now  lets 
at  twenty  millings  an  acre.  As  a  proof  that  the  fea  had 
once  occupied  this  tract, -  anchors  have  been  found  very  far 
from  the  prefent  (tore*    We  crolfed  a  very  long  new  bridge 

of 
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of  wood,  and,  afcending  a  fmall  riling,  drank  our  tea  at  the 

village  of  La?ici?ig. 

Shoreham,  and  feveral  other  places  in  this  neighhourhood, 
were  the  property  of  William  de  Braose,  a  nobleman,  and  na- 
tive of  France,  or  at  lead  of  French  extraction,  who,  in  the 
time  of  William  the  Conqueror,  bellowed  the  church  of  67. 
Nicholas,  that  of  Brember,  and  two  others  in  the  fame 
county,  on  the  Abbey  of  St.  Florence  at  Salmur  in  An]ou%\ 
defcended  from  him  was  the  William  de  Braose,  hanged 
by  our  Prince  Llewelly?i  the  Great  at  Aber  in  Caernarvon- 
shire, for  gallantry  with  the  partner  of  his  princely  bed. 

After  a  fhort  continuance  of  afcent  we  dropt  again  into 
a  pais-bas,  continued  from  the  flats  near  Shoreham,  wet,  but 
full  of  trees  ;  to  the  north  were  the  chalky  downs.  We  got 
into  a  country  with  thick  hedges  and  full  of  hedge- row  elms 
— a  very  pleaflng  change.  Faffed  near  the  village  of  Somp- 
Broadwater,  ting,  and  below  us,  near  the  fea,  Broadwater,  the  property 
of  the  Camois,  who  flourifhed  greatly  from  the  time  of 
Henry  III.  to  that  of  Edward  IV. 

Cissbury-hill.     To  tne  "g^t  we  *~aw  Cissbury ,  a  Saxon  fortrefs,  defended 
by  a  ftrong  fofs  flung  up  by  Cissa,  third  fon  to  the  jElla  we 

have 

*  Alien  Priories,  II.  81. — Dugdales  Baron.  I.  414. 
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temporary  with  Henry  L    ,  Richard  earl  of  Arundel^  in 

1379,  obtained  leave  to  found  in  the  caftle  a  confiderable 

chauntry  :  this  feems  not  to  have  been  completed,  for  his 

fon  Richard,  with  the  permiflion  of  the  monaftery  of  Seezy 

got  leave  that  the  priory  of  St.  Nicholas  fhould  be  extin- 

guifhed,  that  the  church  fhould  be  made  collegiate,  and  Collegiate. 

ftyled  the  College  of  the  Holy  Trinity.    This  continued  till 

the  diflblution,  when  its  revenues,  according  to  Dugdale, 

were  found  to  be  in  the  whole  263I.  14s.  yd.  ;  and  on  the 

furrender  was  granted  to  its  patron,  Henry  earl  of  ArundeL 

The  caftle  (which  had  flourifhed  in  the  Saxon  times)  The  Castle. 
ftands  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  way  to  the  church.  The 
caftle,  with  the  manor  annexed,  gives  to  the  polTefTors  the 
infeparable  honour  of  Earl,  without  any  other  creation. 
The  Conqueror  beftowed  them  on  Roger  de  Mont-Gomeri, 
fome times  called  Roger  de  Belesme,  a  place  in  Nor?nandy  : 
he  is  faid  to  have  rebuilt  the  caftle.  Robert  de  Afontgomeri, 
third  in  fucceftion,  rebelled  againft  Henry  I.  and,  in  1102, 
forfeited  his  honours,  and  was  expelled  the  kingdom. 

The  De  Albinis,  another  Noi~man  race,  fucceeded,  and 
held  it  in  the  perfons  of  four  of  that  name :  Hughy  who 
died  in  1243,  was  tne  ^a^«  The  Fit %- Alans  next  became 
mafters ;  Richard  was  the  firft  in  right  of  his  anceftrefs 

Vol.  IL  o  Isabel^ 
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Isabel,  filter  to  Hugh  de  Albini^  and  one  of  his  coheirs, 
and  to  whom,  on  the  partition  of  his  property,  Arwidel  fell. 
The  reft  of  the  fucceflion  has  been  before  related. 

The  greater  part  of  the  caftle  is  on  the  brink  of  the  emi- 
nence impending  over  the  Arun  and  its  beautiful  meads  ; 
other  parts  under  the  made  of  moft  venerable  trees :  the  en- 
trance is  under  a  great  fquare  tower,  ftrengthened  by  lefTer, 
of  the  fame  form,  on  each  fide.  The  court  is  oblong  and 
very  large,  bounded  on  one  part  by  a  ruined  building,  with 
lofty  windows  and  vaft  fire-place,  and  which  probably  was 
the  great  convivial  hall  of  feudal  days.  Another  part  fhews 
the  veftiges  of  the  antient  chapel. 

A  ftrong  embattled  wall  unites  the  gateway  with  the 
great  keep  which  ftands  on  a  lofty  artificial  mount ;  the 
approach  to  it  is  through  a  fquare  tower,  (called  Bevis*s> 
from  its  imaginary  founder,)  and  through  a  door  once  guard- 
ed by  its  portcullis ;  a  draw-bridge  alfo  gave  further  diffi- 
culty in  the  pafTage.  The  keep  is  circular,  and  about  fixty- 
eight  feet  in  diameter :  in  the  middle  is  the  dungeon,  a 
vault  about  ten  feet  high,  acceflible  by  a  flight  of  fteps,  and 
about  fifteen  feet  fix  by  nine  feet  nine  in  extent.  The  bafe 
of  the  mount  is  furrounded  with  a  deep  fofs  :  a  long  fbetch 
of  wall,  ftrengthened  with  fquare  towers  or  buttrefles,  ex- 
tends 


-v 


FROM  DOVER  TO  THE  LAND'S-END.  89 

have  before  mentioned.  There  are  numbers  of  thefe  ports 
in  the  range  of  the  Downs,  mod  of  which  I  mould  attribute 
to  the  Saxons,  formed  during  the  times  they  were  effe&ing 
the  conqueft  of  this  country  :  the  Britons  made  a  vigorous 
defence,  which  obliged  their  invaders  to  ftrengthen  them- 
felves  in  pofts  and  encampments.  Some  might  have  been 
British,  as  we  have  numberlefs  inftances  in  many  parts  of  our 
country. 

Below  us  we  left  Offington,  part  of  the  great  property  of  offingtox. 
the  Wests  lords  Delawar  in  this  county.  They  were  of 
a  moft  coniiderable  rank  before  they  made  this  acqui- 
fition,  which  came  to  them  on  the  forfeiture  of  John  duke 
of  Norfolk,  killed  at  the  battle  of  Bosworth,  in  the  caufe  of 
Richard  HI. 

We  afcended  and  pafTed  over  Clapham  Common :  to  the 
fouth  it  Hoped  beautifully,  and  beneath  was  fkirted  with  a 
coniiderable  quantity  of  wood  :  in  the  flat  below  was  West 
Tarring,  with  its  pretty  fpire-fteeple. 

On  croffing  Highdown-hill  we  faw  a  curious  monument,  Highdown- 
protected  by  rails,  with  a  funebral  yew  at  each  corner,  and 
a  fhrubbery  adjacent,  built  by  a  miller  ftill  living,  for  his 
place  of  interment :  the  monument  is  ftrewed  with  many  a 

Vol.  II.  n  pious 
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pious  text  out  of  the  Burial-fervice,  and  fome  poetical  in- 
fcriptions — the  effufions  of  his  own  mufe.  He  is  faid  to 
have  his  coffin  ready  ;  it  runs  on  caitors,  and  is  wheeled 
every  night  under  his  bed :  I  was  told  that  he  is  a  flout, 
active,  cheerful  man ;  and,  befides  his  proper  trade,  carries 
on  a  very  confiderable  one  in  fmuggled  goods. 

From  the  heights  is  a  vaft  profpecT:  of  the  rich  extent  of 
level  country  and  fine  wood,  with  the  diftant  view  of  the 
Isle  of  Wight.  We  defcended  a  fteep  hill,  and  croffed  a 
narrow  tract  of  rich  meadows  :  oppofite  to  us  was  a  range 
of  lofty  banks  clothed  with  wood,  diverfified  every  now 
and  then  with  a  contrail  of  chalk  which  burfts  out  in  the 
face  of  the  cliffs.  Arundel  Castle  rilled  one  fpace,  and  im- 
pended nobly  over  the  river  Arun  and  the  fubjacent  meads* 

We  croffed  the  bridge,  and  immediately  entered  the  town 
Arundel,  of  Arundel ^  which  confifts  chiefly  of  one  handfome  broad 
ftreet  running  ftraight  up  the  fteep  flope  of  the  hill,  with 
the  caftle  on  the  fummit  on  one  fide,  and  the  church  on  the 
Bridge.  other.  The  bridge  croffes  the  river  Arun^  which  meanders 
beautifully  along  the  meadows  for  numbers  of  miles.  It 
brings  up  to  the  town,  with  the  tide,  vefTels  of  a  hundred 
and  fifty  tons,  and  is  navigable  for  barges  twenty  miles  fur- 
ther ;  thefe  carry  manure  and  timber ;  much  of  the  laft  is 

fent 
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fenc  to  Newcastle  to  make  rails  for  the  collieries.  There 
is  a  defign  of  extending  its  utility  as  far  as  Godahnin  in 
Surry,  Arundel  is  about  four  miles  from  the  fea,  in  a  direct 
line.  Mullets ;  Br.  Zool.  III.  No.  158,  Mugil  Cephalus  of 
LinnteuS)  are  common  in  the  eftuary,  but  far  from  being 
peculiar  to  thefe  ports  :  they  are  frequent  on  mofl  of  our 
fandy  fhores,  efpecially  thofe  of  our  fmaller  bays  which 
have  an  influx  of  frefli  water,  whither  they  refort  in  fhoals, 
and,  like  fo  many  pigs,  root  in  the  fand  for  worms  and  marine 
infects.  The  inhabitants  of  Arundel  boaft  of  the  fuperior 
excellency  of  their  Mullets. 


9i 


Mullets. 


Near  the  bridge  is  a  remnant  of  the  chapel  built  by  Tho- 
mas Fitz-Alan  earl  of  Arundel  (who  died  in  141 5)  in  ho- 
nour of  the  BlefTed  Virgin*;  a  fquare  building,  with  a 
Gothic  window  at  the  eaft  end.    It  is  now  called  Pinker-land. 


Antient 
Chapel. 


In  the  time  of  Edward  II.  here  was  a  houfe  of  Black 
Friars^  granted  by  Henry  VIII. ,  on  the  diflblution,  to  Ed- 
ward Myllet.  We  fir  ft  vifited  the  church,  which  we  found 
in  a  condition  moft  fhamefully  ruinous  in  the  infide.  The 
chancel  is  the  repofitory  of  a  numerous  group  of  magnifi- 
cent tombs,  containing  the  duft  of  its  once  potent  lords. 


Church. 


N  2 

*  Dugdales  Baron.  1,  39,6. 


The 


92  FROM  DOVER  TO  THE  LAND'S-END. 

Tomb  ofTho-      The  firft  is  that  of  Thomas  Fitz-Alan,  fifth  earl  of  Arun- 

mas  fifth  Earl  7  ,       ,        t1   r    r  •         <  .  -i,  . 

of  Arundel.  a  beardleis  figure  in  white  marble,  recumbent,  in  his 

robes  and  coronet,  with  a  horfe  at  his  feet.  He  married,  in 
1405,  Beatrix,  natural  daughter  of  John  the  Bastard,  King 
of  Portugal.  The  King  and  Queen  honoured  the  nuptials 
in  London  with  their  prefence  :  he  died  in  141 6. 


His  Countess      jjis  countefs  Beatrix  lies  here  under  a  rich  canopy  of 

Beatrix.  # 

Gothic  work,  and  on  an  altar  tomb  ;  me  has  on  a  vaft  cap, 
and  is  drefled  in  her  robes,  with  two  little  dogs  holding  up 
the  bottom.  Twenty-eight  monkifh  pleureurs  and  numbers 
of  lnields  are  round  the  tomb.  Dugdale  fays  fhe  furvived 
him,  and  became  the  wife  of  John  earl  of  Huntingdon, 

Her  Woman  I  muft  place  next  to  the  Countefs  her  woman  Agnes, 
wife  of  Thomas  Salmon,  A  brafs  placed  in  a  flag  reprefents 
her  in  full  length,  and  a  broken  one  of  her  hufband. — ■ 
The  infcription  is  thus : — <c  Hie  jacet  Thomas  Salmon, 
"  armiger,  nup.  curia?  dm  Henrici  quinti  nup. 

"  Regis  Anglite,  et  Agnes  ux.  ejus,  alias  diet.  Dolyver, 
"  nup.  de  Portugallice  principalis,  nup.  mulier  illuftris  dn* 
"  Beatricis  comitilTae  Arwidel  et  Surr.  Qui  quidem  Thomas 
"  obiit  xxiii°  die  mensis  Mail  anno  Dm  millefimo  ccccxxx  ; 
"  et  poftea  Agnes  obiit  penultimo  die  menf.  Maii  anno  Dm 
<:  millefimo  ccccxviii.  Quor.  animat.  ppitietur  Deus.  Amen." 

It 
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It  is  remarkable,  that  trie  fame  term  muliery  or  woman,  is 
frill  retained  by  Ladies  ot  high  rank,  as  was  in  the  days  of 
this  illegitimate  offspring  of  Portugal. 

In  armour,  and  with  uplifted  hands,  in  a  fhort  mantle,  re- 
cumbent on  a  tomb  of  Gothic  work,  and  open  in  front,  lies 
John  earl  of  Arundel.    Beneath,  in  the  hollow  of  the  tomb,  John  Earl  of 
he  again  appears  in  his  mroud,  emaciated  by  death,  well  cut  ND£l" 
in  white  marble — too  well  to  afford  any  but  humiliating 
reflections. 

The  next  is  a  plain  altar  tomb,  raifed  a  ftep  above  the 
floor  :  it  is  placed  in  a  fmall  oratory,  beneath  a  vaft  canopy, 
fupported  by  four  pillars  of  Petworth  marble,  richly  carved  ; 
the  rails  of  the  fame  material :  the  canopy  and  fides  very 
highly  ornamented,  and  decorated  with  an  oftentatious  dif- 
play  of  family-arms.  This  contains  the  afhes  of  Thomas  Thomas  ninth 
ninth  earl  of  Arundel \  and  his  countefs  Mar  gar  et^  daughter  ^lofAkun- 
of  Richard  Wldville  earl  of  Rivers,  flain  at  Ba?ibury  in  the 
reign  of  Edward  IV.  He  died  in  1524,  without  anything 
more  memorable  than  being  fent,  with  others  of  the  nobility, 
by  Henry  VII.  into  Flanders,  to  fupport  the  emperor  Maxi- 
milian againA  the  intrigues  of  the  French  among  his  fub- 
jects. 


There 
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There  is  another  oratory  of  far  fuperior  elegance,  fup- 
ported  alfo  by  four  pillars  moft  beautifully  carved,  and  before 
them  are  three  wreathed  columns  of  uncommon  lightnefs 
and  beauty.  Within  is  an  altar  tomb  richly  carved,  and  on 
it  a  lefTer  of  elegant  Gothic  workmanfhip.  On  this  are  re- 
cumbent William  earl  of  Arundel,  firft  of  the  name,  and  his 
countefs  Joan,  (lifter  of  the  famous  Richard  Nevil,  the  king- 
making  earl  of  Warwick,)  both  in  their  robes :  her  head  is 
reclined  ;  at  her  feet  is  a  griffin,  .and  at  his  a  horfe  :  on  her 
head  is  an  oblong  diadem,  on  his  a  round  one.  He  died  in 
1487,  after  enjoying  great  offices  towards  the  latter  end  of 
the  reign  of  Henry  VI.  and  the  whole  of  that  of  Edward  IV, 

In  a  chapel  on  the  north  iide  is  an  altar  tomb,  with 
carved  fides :  the  brafTes  on  the  top  are  loft.  This  contained 
the  remains  of  Alianore,  daughter  of  Sir  John  Berkley  of 
Beverston  in  Gloucestershire,  widow  of  the  ftout  John  earl 
of  Arundel,  well  known  by  the  name  of  Sir  John  Arundel, 
who  fo  valiantly  defended  Southa?npto?i  againft  the  French*, 
in  the  reign  of  Richard  II.  She  was  a  great  benefactrefs  to 
this  church,  where  fhe  directed  her  body  to  be  interred,  after 
twice  more  experiencing  the  fweets  of  matrimony  ;  for  {he 
gave  her  hand,  after  the  death  of  Sir  John,  to  Sir  Edward 
Boatings  knt.  and  again  to  Sir  Walter  Hun gerf or d.    She  was 

mother 
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mother  to  the  William  earl  of  Arundel,  the  laft  we  ha  ire 
mentioned.  She  bequeathed  to  him  a  golden  chalice,  a 
ruby  ring,  and  a  hundred  pounds :  her  children  by  her 
other  hufbands  were  remembered  by  fplendid  bequefts*. 

A  very  long  infeription  commemorates  the  virtues  of 
Henry  laft  earl  of  the  line  of  Fitz-Alan  ;  a  favourite  with. 
Henry  VIII.  Edward  VI.  Mary  and  Elizabeth.  He  was 
active  in  afTerting  the  right  of  Mary,  when  the  nobility  af- 
fembled  at  Baynard  Castle  ;  and  fallied  out  to  oppofe  Dud- 
ley duke  of  Nor ' thumb er land,  then  in  arms  to  place  his  in- 
nocent daughter-in-law  on  an  ufurped  throne.  He  married 
two  wives,  both  of  whom  he  buried  ;  and  in  his  old  age  fell 
in  love  with  his  royal  miftrefs :  fhe  was  not  difpofed  to  fa- 
vour the  addreffes  of  antient  fuitors.  He  fpent  van:  fums 
in  the  romantic  purfuit  :  failing  in  his  object,  to  alleviate 
his  chagrin,  he  went  abroad  and  took  to  deeds  of  a  ms :  he 
vifited  Hungary,  on  a  rumour  of  a  war  againft  the  Turks  ; 
and  returned  with  a  perfect  cure,  for  he  lived  till  the  year 
1580.  It  is  recorded  that  he  was  the  nrlt  who  introduced 
coaches  into  England  ;  an  indulgence  that  Elizabeth  feems 
not  to  have  had  the  luxury  to  favour. 

An  inferir  tion  informs  us  of  the  death  of  his  only  fon 

Henry} 

*  Uugdale's  Baron.  I.  323. 
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Henry,  who  died  at  Brussels  during  his  life :  after  his  de- 
ceafe,  the  great  name  of  Howard  fucceeded  to  the  title. — 
Philips  fon  of  Thomas  the  attainted  duke  of  Norfolk,  was 
the  firft,  in  right  of  his  mother,  daughter  of  the  laft  earl. 
He,  for  his  practices  in  favour  of  the  unhappy  Mary  Stuart, 
was  brought  to  his  trial,  convicted,  and  died  in  the  Tower. 
Tho?nas,  the  virtuous  earl,  fo  difadvantageoufly  recorded  by 
Lord  Clarendon,  was  brought  here  from  Padua,  the  place  of 
his  deceafe ;  but  refts  here  without  an  epitaph. 

The  duft  of  a  Plebeian,  by  fpecial  favour,  obtained  ad- 
miflion  into  this  repolitory  of  noble  putridity.  Robert  Spyl- 
nenis,  who  died  aged  feventy-three  in  1633,  had  this  favour 
out  of  refpect  to  his  long  and  faithful  fervices  to  the  fa- 
mily, having  ferved  as  houfe-  fteward,  during  twenty-three 
years,  to  Anne  countefs  dowager  of  Arundel. 

The  church  is  a  large  Gothic  pile,  with  vaft  arches  and 
cluftered  pillars,  and  the  fupport  of  its  central  tower  very 
grand  ;  but  the  fuperftructure  has  long  fince  been  demo- 
lished, and  its  place  fupplied  by  a  very  infignificant  bit  of  a 
fpire.  The  church  was  originally  dedicated  to  the  favourite 
St.  Nicholas  :  it  did  belong  to  a  fmall  cell  of  black  monks, 
fubordinate  to  the  monaftery  at  Seez  in  Normandy,  bellow- 
ed on  that  houfe  by  Robert  de  Belesme  earl  of  Arundel,  co- 
1  temporary 


Church  de- 
scribed. 


FROM  DOVER  TO  THE  LAND'S-END. 


99 


tends  from  the  keep,  and  fkirts  the  edge  of  the  fteep.  The 
longeft  fide  impends  oyer  the  woody  bank,  high  above  the 
Arun,  and  unites  with  an  antient  habitable  part  that  faces 
the  river,  ftrengthened  on  the  outfide  by  buttreffes.  Ad- 
joining to  that  is  a  brick  building,  the  work  of  ThotJias 
eighth  duke  of  Norfolk, 

Mr.  Wyndham,  the  chaplain  of  the  antient  religion  of 
the  place,  mewed  me  every  civility  ;  he  led  me  through 
the  different  apartments.  In  the  chapel  is,  over  the  altar, 
a  very  fine  Nativity. 

The  drawing-room  is  hung  with  old  tapeftry.  Among 
the  portraits  is  one  of  the  Duchefs  of  Duke  Edward,  a  daugh-  Portraits, 
ter  of  Mr.  Blount  of  Blogden  in  Devonshire.  I  remember 
their  Graces,  at  Holywell,  in  vain  imploring  the  interceilion 
of  St.  Winifred  to  blefs  them  with  an  heir  to  their  great 
fortunes. 

Cardinal  Howard,  in  ermine,  and  with  dark  hair  :  he  be- 
came a  Dominican  at  the  age  of  fifteen,  and,  in  1675,  ad- 
vanced to  the  purple :  he  was,  like  cardinal  Alan,  who  lived 
in  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  called  the  Cardinal  of 
England.  He  was  a  humane  and  benevolent  character,  and 
ufually  vifited  by  the  English  travellers,  of  whom  he  was 
fond  of  attempting  the  converfion. 

02  A  fine 
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A  fine  full-length  of  the  laft  Fitz-Alan  earl  of  Arundel\ 
done  in  his  youthful  days,  the  work  of  Holbein :  he  is 
drelfed  in  a  bonnet  and  feather,  black  cloak  ermined  ;  rich 
jacket  and  fword,  a  three-quarter  piece. 

Another  of  his  Son,  He?iry  lord  Maltraverr,  drefTed  in 
black,  with  a  ruff,  leaning  on  his  fword.  By  his  death  at 
Brussels,  in  1556,  the  father  forefaw  the  extinction  of  his 
great  and  antient  race  in  the  male  line. 

Pope  Innocent  IX.,  a  meagre  face,  in  the  action  of  blefT- 
ing. 

James  II.  and  his  fecond  wife :  full  lengths. 

The  late  Duke  of  Norfolk,  and  his  Duchefs  Catharine 
Brockholes,  in  their  robes.  His  Grace  was  an  author,  and 
published  memoirs  of  his  family.. 

A  curious  portrait  of  his  Son,  the  prefent  Duke,  is  de- 
figned  for  this  cattle  :  a  vaft  picture  of  his  Grace,  in  the 
character  of  Solomon,  feated  in  an  elevated  ftate,  holding  a 
jovial  cup  over  his  head  in  his  right  hand,  and  with  his  left 
inviting  the  Queen  of  Sheba,  who  fits  at  table,  to  partake 
of  a  fine  collation  ;  a  prieft  and  various  attendants  are  in 
waiting*. 

The  little  I  can  collect  relative  to  the  greater  events  of 

this 

♦  1* 
*  Painted  by  Hamilton,  and  expofed  in  the  Exhibition  of  May  1790,  at 
the  Royal  Academy. 
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this  fortrefs  are  as  follow : — When  Robert  de  Belesme  en- 
tered into  rebellion  againft  Henry  I.  in  the  year  iioi,  that 
Prince  immediately  befieged  Arundel  Castle:  it  was  at 
that  time  a  place  of  great  ftrength,  the  Earl  being  efteemed 
the  moft  fkilled  of  any  of  his  days  in  the  fcience  of  for- 
tification. The  garrifon  declined  to  furrender,  being  de- 
termined on  a  defence  till  their  matter's  pleafure  was  known. 
At  length  the  Earl,  finding  the  King  too  powerful  to  be 
reftfted,  directed  the  Governor  to  furrender  this  and  all  his 
ftrong  holds,  and  retired  a  banifhed  man  to  his  eftates  in 
Normandy. 

He?iry  had  vefted  this  caftle  and  manor  in  his  fecond 
Queen,  Adeliza,  as  her  dower.  She  made  it  her  refidence 
on  his  death  in  u  35,  and  foon  after,  by  her  marriage  with 
William  de  Albini,  conveyed  to  him  thofe  and  the  attendant 
honour.  She  took  part  with  the  Emprefs  Maud,  and  re- 
ceived her  in  the  caftle  with  the  utmoft  hofpitality  ;  but,, 
notwithstanding  the  great  ftrength  of  the  place,  (he  was  fo 
terrified  at  the  approach  of  Stephen,  that  fhe  thought  proper 
toexcufe  herfelr,  by  pleading  the  claim  Maiidh&A  on  her  by 
all  the  ties  of  relationfhip.  Stephen,  knowing  the  ftrength  of 
the  caftle,  admitted  her  plea,  and  permitted  the  retreat  of  the 
Emprefs,  thinking  it  fafer  to  attack  her  in  the  open  field.. 


I  can 
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I  can  difcover  nothing  further  of  any  importance  till  the 
Civil  Wars  of  the  laft  century,  when,  in  the  year  1643,  k 
was  feized  and  garrifoned  by  the  Royalifts  under  "LoyA  Hop- 
ton,  but  retaken  by  the  active  Waller,  after  a  very  fhort 
fiege,  in  the  December  of  the  fame  year.  The  learned  and 
Shilling-    eminent  Mr.  Chillingworth  was  here  taken  prifoner  :  he  had 

WORTH. 

accompanied  Lord  Hopton  in  his  march,  and  being  indifpofed 
by  the  great  feverity  of  the  weather,  chofe  to  repofe  here  as 
a  place  of  fecurity.  As  foon  as  he  was  difcovered,  he  was  fo 
perfecuted  by  the  fierce  and  zealous  Divines  who  attended 
the  parliamentary  army,  that  his  illnefs  increafed  to  a  dan- 
gerous degree  :  he  was  removed  to  Chichester ,  where  he  foon 
died.  His  antagonift  Cheynell,  a  noted  prefbyterian  clergy- 
man,  attended  him  to  the  grave,  and  pronounced  over  him  a 
moft  ridiculous  and  fanatical  oration ;  and  threw  into  the 
grave  Mr.  Chillingwortti s  famous  book,  The  Religion  of 
Protestants,  as  he  faid,  "  that  it  might  rot  and  fee  corrup- 
tion with  him." 

May  ^th. — We  left  Arundel  this  morning,  and  continued 
our  journey  towards  Chichester,  twelve  miles  diftant :  the 
road  was  beautifully  adorned  with  fine  beech,  and  bounded 
by  hedge-row  trees,  varied  in  places  with  woods  of  oak  or 
open  fields.  At  this  time  it  was  enlivened  with  crowds  of 
well-drevTed  female  peafants  \  the  young  in  grey-coloured 
3  petticoats, 
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petticoats,  the  elder  in  fober  black :  the  men  had  chiefly 
fmock  frocks  over  their  clothes,  and  often  were  mounted  on 
pretty  ponies.  The  country  we  palled  over  was  moftly  flat, 
excepting  one  defcent  and  afcent.  On  the  right  is  Slindo?z,  Slindon. 
the  feat  of  Lord  Newburgh.  The  country  beyond  rifes 
considerably  ;  part  is  clothed  with  fine  woods,  part  confifts 
of  naked  downs,  or  downs  chequered  with  groves.  The 
view  to  the  fouth  is  an  extenfive  flat,  bounded  by  the  fea, 
which,  in  fome  places,  commits  confiderable  ravages  on  the 
land.  The  nature  of  the  fhore,  from  the  mouth  of  Arundel  State  of 
harbour,  is  as  dangerous  as  the  reft :  four  miles  diftant  from 
its  entrance  is  a  group  of  rocks,  riling  out  of  the  beach, 
called  Middleton-ledge .  The  church  of  the  fame  name,  ad- 
jacent to  them,  is  in  continual  rilk  of  deftruction  from  the 
waves. 

Four  or  five  miles  to  the  fouth-eaft  is  Middle-ledge,  con- 
fining of  a  bank  and  rocks,  remote  from  more,  and  highly 
dangerous. 

Bognor-rocks  are  a  group  which  rife  near  the  coaft,  and 
run  two  miles  into  the  fea,  with  a  curvature  to  the  eaft ;  and 
about  three  quarters  of  a  mile  to  the  weft  is  a  lefTer  clutter, 
called  Barn-rocks,  projecting  only  a  fmall  way  into  the 
waves. 

Pagkam, 
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Selsey  or  Pag-     Paghcim  or  Selsey- harbour  has  a  narrow  entrance,  with 

ham  Harbour. 

two  ifles  before  the  mouth :  it  is  a  tide  harbour,  an  irregu- 
lar expanfe,  running  the  country  in  an  irregular  form.  In  a 
place  called  the  Park,  on  the  outfide  of  the  entrance,  is  good 
anchorage  in  four  and  a  half  fathoms  of  water.  The  ifle, 
more  properly  peninfula,  of  Selsey,  projects  far  to  the  fouth, 
and  gives  protection  to  the  veflels  from  the  wefterly  winds ; 
its  extremity  is  named  Selsey- bill :  before  it  are  two  or  three 
fand-banks,  fome  mixed  with  black,  and  called  the  malt- 
owers  and  the  sea-owers  \  the  laft  covered  with  two  fathoms 
of  water  at  the  ebb* 

Selsey  Isle.  Selsey  Isle  is  famous  in  ecclefiaftical  hiftory :  Wilfred 
archbifhop  of  York,  in  666,  ftomaching  an  affront  offered  to 
him  by  king  Egfrid,  retired  to  this  place,  and  was  highly 
favoured  by  Edelwalch  the  Lord  of  the  ifle,  who  beftowed  it 
on  the  exiled  Prelate ;  here  he  converted  numbers  to  Chrif- 
tianity.  He  found  them,  at  his  arrival,  perifhing  with  famine: 
notwithftanding  the  neighbouring  fea  fwarmed  with  fifh,  yet 
his  converts  were  fo  ignorant  that  they  knew  not  even  the 
art  of  catching  them  ;  but  by  his  inftructions  they  foon  ac- 
quired plenty  of  corporal  as  well  as  fpiritual  food.  To  this 
day  Selsey  is  famous  for  its  excellent  cockles,  as  it  is  alfo  for  its 
praw?isy  which  are  fent  by  land-carriage  to  add  to  the  lux- 
uries of  the  London  markets. 

Here 


FROM  DOVER  TO  THE  LAND'S-END. 


Here  he  founded  a  monaftery,  and  cftablifhed  a  bilhop- 
rick  :  he  was  the  firft  bifhop,  and  was  fucceededby  twenty- 
one  prelates,  till  the  Conqueror  removed  the  See  to  Chiches- 
ter, in  favour  of  his  chaplain  Stigand. 

From  Selsey-hill  the  land  trends  to  the  north-weft  as  far 
as  the  entrance  of  Chichester-harbonr :  the  intervening  fea 
has  a  bottom  of  hard  fand  and  gravel. 

This  tract  was  in  old  times  called  Cymenes  or  a,  from  the  Cymenes  Ora. 
landing  of  Cymen  and  his  two  brothers,  fons  of  Ella,  who, 
in  the  year  477,  came  here  in  three  lhips,  flew  numbers  of 
the  Britons,  and  forced  the  reft  to  fly  for  fafety  into  the  great 
Coed  Andred  *.  The  place  has  loft  its  name,  but  is  fup- 
pofed  to  have  been  not  remote  from  Wittering,  a  village  at 
the  weftern  end  :  this  is  evident  by  the  grant  of  it,  by  Cead- 
walla  fucceflbr  to  Edelwalch,  to  the  church  of  Selsey, 

I  now  refume  my  road,  which,  near  Chichester,  grows  Chichester. 
open,  and  thin  of  trees.   We  entered  the  city  on  the  rite  of 
the  north  gate,  and  drove  directly  to  the  Deanry. 

Here  we  pafled  a  very  cheerful  day  in  walking,  and  talk- 
ing over  the  curiolities  of  the  place,  paft  adventures,  &c.  &c. 
Vol.  II.  p  in 

*  Sax.  Chron.  p.  14. 
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in  company  with  two  beautiful  and  agreeable  daughters, 
who  entertained  us  in  the  mod  exquifite  manner  by  their 
vivacity  and  unaffected  behaviour.    Under  their  conduct  we 
Cathedral.  made  the  tour  of  the  city.    We  firft  vifited  the  Cathedral. 

The  whole  quarter  of  the  city  had  been  given  by  its  firft 
Norman  lord,  Hugh  de  Montgomeri,  for  this  and  other  pious 
purpofes.  We  entered  its  precincts  under  the  canons'  gate, 
and  approached  it  by  the  folemn  cloifters.  The  entrance  is 
through  a  way  divided  by  a  fine  pillar  into  two  Gothic 
arches  :  on  one  fide  are  four  Gothic  ftalls  of  ftone  ;  the 
door  is  a  Gothic  arch :  at  the  weft  end  of  the  church  is  a 
porch  divided  in  the  fame  manner  by  a  pillar  into  two  en- 
trances. Within  are  two  tombs,  each  beneath  a  Gothic 
arch.  This  church  was  originally  built  by  Ralfe  the  third 
bilhop,  after  the  removal  of  the  See  from  Selsey,  cotemporary 
with  William  Rufus.  In  his  days  the  King,  favouring  the 
marriage  of  priefts,  accepted  a  fum  of  money  to  wink  at  the 
reafonable  cuftom.  This,  Ralfe  called  the  tribute  of  for- 
nication, and  ftoutly  refifted  the  payment  in  his  diocefe. — 
The  round  arches  in  the  nave,  and  the  clumfy  pillars,  fquare, 
and  with  round  femi-pillars,  are  part  of  his  work.  The  whole 
was- burnt  in  1 1 14  :  but  he  rebuilt  it  in  a  manner  worthy  of 
himfelf ;  for  he  was  faid  to  have  been  of  "  very  high  ftature, 
and  not  lefse  high  of  minde."  In  1 1 80  the  city  and  church 
were  again  deftroyed  by  lire,  but  the  laft  was  foon  reftored 
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by  the  piety  of  Seffred,  the  fecond  bifliop  of  that  name. 
The  antient  church  was  chiefly  of  wood  ;  was  origi- 
nally dedicated  to  Saint  Peter  *  but,  on  being  rebuilt, 
changed  its  patron,  and  chofe  the  protection  of  the  Holy 
Trifiity. 

In  the  reign  of  Henry  HI.  when  architecture  took  a  new 
form,  this  church  was  greatly  enlarged  :  only  part  of  the 
Norman  ftyle,  which  I  have  mentioned,  remains ;  in  every 
other  place  the  (harp-pointed  windows  appear.  The  work- 
men are  fuppofed  to  have  been  the  fame  with  thofe  em- 
ployed about  Salisbury  Cathedral.  They  were  both  flnifhed 
nearly  at  the  fame  time,  about  the  year  1258.  The  tower 
and  elegant  fpire  emulate  in  beauty  thofe  of  its  coeval 
church  ;  they  are  faid  to  be  three  hundred  feet  high.  The 
tower  is  finely  ornamented  with  two  noble  arches  on  each 
fide,  and  fome  beautiful  pinnacles  on  the  top  ;  Gothic 
tabernacle  work  enriches  the  bafe,  and  two  fafciae  of  ro- 
fettes  round  the  middle  have  a  very  fine  effect. 

St.  Mary's  Chapel  (now  converted  into  a  Library)  termi- 
nates the  eaft  end  of  the  Cathedral,  and  a  fine  round  win- 
dow and  three  narrow  ones  with  round  arches  finifh  the 
Choir. 

p  2  In 
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In  the  north  tranfept  is  a  parifti  church  called  St.  Peter's 
the  Great :  the  windows  at  the  end  of  this  and  the  oppoflte 
tranfept  are  of  a  vaft  fize,  and  of  a  Gothic  form. 

Monuments.  The  monuments  are  very  numerous  ;  moll  of  them  in 
memory  of  the  feveral  prelates  and  ecclefiaftics.  Among 
the  firft  are  thofe  of  the  great  benefactors,  the  Bilnops  Ralfe 
and  Seffred-, — of  Bifhop  Langton^  who  built  the  great  win- 
dow in  the  fouth  part  of  the  church  at  the  expence  of  310I. 
and  who  died  in  1337  ; — of  a  Lady,  called  the  foundrefs  of 
St.  Mary's  chapel,  on  an  altar  tomb,  in  a  long  gown,  and  re- 
cumbent ; — a  mutilated  figure  on  another  altar,  with  his  Lady 
by  him,  muffled  up  in  a  loofe  gown  which  covers  her  head, 
with  her  hands  acrofs,  and  both  recumbent  ;  this  is  called 
an  Earl  of  Arundel  and  his  wife  :  I  can  give  it  to  none  but 
the  cruel  Robert  de  Belesme  earl  of  Arundel  and  Shrewsbury  ; 
he  being  the  only  one  of  thofe  Earls  whofe  place  of  fepulture 
I  cannot  account  for.  He  was  imprifoned  at  Wareham^  where 
he  ended  his  life  miferably,  and  poffibly  might  here  receive 
the  unmerited  honours  of  a  tomb. 

The  femi-royal  bones  of  the  Richmond  family  repofe  in  a 
large  vault  beneath,  made  in  1750,  when  there  was  a  gene- 
ral remove  of  all  the  noble  deceafed  into  this  eterna  domus^ 

the 
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the  fir  ft  Duke,  fon  of  Charles  II.  by  the  Duchefs  of  Ports- 
mouthy  leading  the  way. 

I  fhall  quit  the  Cathedral,  after  giving  two  Epitaphs  ;  one 
on  Mr.  Ball,  a  precentor  of  the  church,  remarkable  for  the  re- 
petition of  his  name  : — the  other  from  a  ftone  in  the  church- 
yard, on  Mary  Atki?ison,  a.  poor  woman,  and  a  noted  crier  of 
periwinkles,  erected  to  her  memory  by  her  fellow-citizens. 
The  Epitaph  on  Mr.  Ball  is  as  follows :. 

"  {Balk  jaces)  jufte  cunctis  deflendus  :  Amicus 

**  Omnibus  :  (heu  !)  trifti  funere  {Balk  jaces) 
**  [Balk  jaces)  vitae  cunctis  exemplar  honefhe 

"  Dulcifonans  verbi  buccina  :  {Balle  jaces) 
"  Pauperibus  Pater  :  aegrotis  Solamen  :  et  iftis 

"  yEdibus  (ah!)  merito  Gloria  :  [Balk  jaces) 
"  Dilecti  quondam  Bt'clite  praefulis  ofla 

"  Juxta  hie  con  tigno  marmore  [Balk  jaces) 
"  Henricus  B alius,  Litchfeldia  natus  comita 

"  Stafford;  in  utroque  collegio  Wlchamico  illo 

"  Wintonitfyzhzro  Oxonite  educatus  : 

il  Sacrae  Theologiae  Doctor,  hujus  Ecclefiae 

"  Pr accentor,  et  Archidiacon.  Cicestren. 
"  Hoc  tumulo  tegitur. 
M  Obiit  300  Mar.  A.  O.  1603,  astatis  fuae  500." 

And  the  following  is  that  on  the  humble  vender  of  fhell-flm  : 

"  Peri- 


no 
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<*  Peri  winks  !  Periwinkle  ! 

44  Was  ever  her  cry  : 
44  She  laboured  to  live 

44  Poor  and  honeft  to  die. 
44  At  the  laft  day,  again, 

44  How  her  old  eyes  will  twinkle  ! 
44  For  no  more  will  (he  cry 
44  Periwinks  !  Periwinkle  ! 
«'  Ye  rich,  to  virtuous  want  regard  pray  give  : 
44  Ye  poor,  by  her  example,  learn  to  live. 

44  Died  Jan.  i,  1786,  aged  7-7." 

Vicars'        Within  the  precinct  may  be  reckoned  the  Vicars'  College, 

O  L  L  f  G  £ 

the  habitation  of  the  Vicars-choral  of  the  Cathedral.  They 
were  firft  incorporated  in  1277.  They  led  a  fort  of  mona- 
ftic  life,  under  good  and  ftricl:  regulations ;  fuch  as,  repair- 
ing to  their  chambers  on  a  certain  hour,  never  to  lodge  out, 
to  keep  filence  from  feven  at  night  to  feven  in  the  morn- 
ing, none  of  them  to  be  common  brawlers,  quarrel lers, 
fighters,  or  drunkards  ;  and  feveral  others  that  might  even 
to  thefe  days  be  enforced,  to  the  great  benefit  of  the  church, 
and  the  increafe  of  its  refpecl:  and  dignity.  The  buildings 
allotted  to  thefe  Vicars  are  antient,  and  form  a  fquare  round 
a  court. 


Bishop's 
Palace, 


The  Bifhop's  Palace  ftands  near  the  Cathedral :  the  ap- 
proach is  through  a  double-arched  gateway.    It  is  a  low 
1  antient 
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antient  building,  with  a  venerable  arcade  in  front,  and  con- 
tains within  ftrong  marks  of  antiquity.  When  it  was  re- 
paired in  1727,  numbers  of  Roman  coins  were  found  there 
by  the  workmen. 

To  the  north  of  the  Cathedral  ftands  a  fquare  tower,  pro- 
bably defigned  for  the  fame  ufe  as  that  at  Winchelsea.  Ac- 
cording to  Camden  it  was  built  by  a  R.  Riman,  with  the 
very  (tones  he  had  provided  to  build  him  a  caftle  at  Apple- 
dram,  hard  by  where  he  lived.  Who  he  was,  or  when  he 
lived,  I  am  to  learn ;  but  the  name  of  a  JV,  Ryman  appears 
in  a  lift  of  the  more  refpectable  gentry  of  the  county  in  the 
reign  of  Henry  VL  *  It  contains  at  prefent  a  mufical  ring 
of  eight  bells  f. 

From  the  top  of  the  tower  of  the  noble  fteeple  we  had  a  Fine  Prospect 

,.n.  r      1  1      1  r    FROM  THE 

diitinct  view  or  the  city  and  the  circumjacent  country;  or  steeple. 
Arundel  Castle,  Bognor  Rocks,  Selsey  Isle,  the  irregular 
branching  harbour  of  Chichester,  Port-down-liill,  and  the  Isle 
of  Wight  ;  the  Downs,  and  all  the  lofty  country  to  the 
north. 

The  fub-circular  form  of  the  city,  the  regular  interfection 

of 

*  Fullers  BritiJIi  Worthies.  f  Htft«  Chichefter.  52. 
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of  the  four  great  ftreets,  and  in  parts  (where  uninterrupted 
by  the  holy  quarter  of  the  cathedral)  of  the  crolTing  of  the 
leffer  ftreets,  was  very  apparent.  This  had  been  a  Roman 
{ration,  known  by  the  name  of  Mantantonis :  infcriptions 
and  coins  dug  up  within  the  precin&s  convince  us  of  the 
reality.  The  Britons  called  it  Caer  Cei ;  the  Saxons,  Cissan- 
Ceaster  ;  both  meaning  the  fortrefs  of  Cissa  fon  of  Ella, 
who  fucceeded  to  his  father  in  514.  At  the  time  of  the 
Conqueft  the  city  contained  only  a  hundred  houfes ;  and  as. 
mention  is  made  of  its  having  fixty  more  than  it  had  before 
it  was  poiTefTed  by  Roger  de  Montgomeri,  it  muft,  in  the 
ConfelTbr's  time,  have  been  indeed  a  contemptible  place. 

Goodwood,  the  feat  of  the  Duke  of  Richmond,  is  within 
fight  ;  at  the  diftance  of  about  four  miles  north  of  the 
city. 

After  defcending  from  our  exalted  fituation,  we  took  a 
walk  round  the  town.  A  caflle  is  faid  to  have  flood  near 
the  north  gate,  built  by  Hugh  de  Montgomery :  it  was  after- 
Grey  friars,  wards  converted  into  a  houfe  of  Grey  Friars,  founded  in 
the  name  of  Henry  III.  and  granted  by  Henry  VIIL  to  the 
mayor  and  citizens.  They  converted  the  refectory  into 
their  town-hall.  At  the  end  was  a  great  window  divided 
2  into 

/ 
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into  five  narrow  pointed  flips,  and  the  other  windows  have 
the  fame  marks  of  the  time  of  building 

The  Priory  of  Black  Friars  is  faid  to  have  been  founded  by  Black  Friars, 
the  affectionate  fpoufe  of  Edward  I. ;  it  is  at  prefent  occu- 
pied by  Mrs.  Franhland.  Some  part  of  the  old  building  re- 
mains. In  the  adjacent  field  is  a  great  mount,  perhaps  the 
fite  of  a  caftelet :  it  is  very  near  the  walls,  which  on  the  Walls. 
weflern  and  northern  parts  are  pretty  entire,  and  built  chiefly 
of  flints,  probably  on  the  fite  of  the  Roman  walls. 

Every  gate  is  now  deftroyed,  but  their  names  retained  :  Gates. 
they  flood  facing  the  four  quarters  of  the  compafs,  and  a 
ftreet  ran  direct  from  one  to  the  other. 


The  crofs  ftands  in  the  centre  of  the  town,  a  mo  ft  elegant  The  Cross. 
building,  done  at  the  ex  pence  of  Bishop  Story  in  the  reign  of 
Edward  IV,  It  is  of  an  octagonal  form,  fupported  within 
by  a  ftrong  pillar,  and  gives  protection  from  the  inclemency 
of  the  weather  by  its  highly  ornamented  roof.  It  is  in  ex- 
cellent prefervation ;  for  towards  the  repairs  the  pious  bifhop 
left  an  eftate  at  Amberly  of  25I.  a  year,  which  the  corpo- 
ration fold  a  few  years  after,  and  purchafed  another  of  the 
fame  value  nearer  to  the  city,  to  be  applied  to  the  fame  ufes. 

Vol.  II.  q  Near 

*  Engraven  by  Mr.  Grofc, 
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Conduit.       Near  the  crofs  is  a  conduit,  with  a  very  handfome  figure 
of  a  water  deity,  in  artificial  ftone. 

■ 

There  is  no  fort  of  manufacture  in  this  city  ;  it  is  not 
very  populous,  fo  much  of  it  being  taken  up  with  gardens 
and  other  inclofures ;  but  every  thing  appears  neat  and 
comfortable.  It  has  fix  parifh  churches  within  the  walls ; 
and  two  without,  *S/.  Bartholomew's  and  that  of  St.  Pan- 
eras,  both  deftroyed  by  Sir  W.  Waller,  when  he  befieged 
and  took  the  city  in  1642.  On  the  fite  of  the  firft  is  a  bu- 
rying-ground,  in  which  divine  fervice  is  ftill  annually  cele-y/ 
brated.  The  city  is  governed  by  a  Mayor,  Recorder,  Bai-  \. 
liff,  and  thirty-eight  Common  Council,  out  of  whom  the 
Mayor  is  chofen.  The  city  firft  fent.Members  in  the  twenty- 
third  of  Edward  I.  who  are  chofen  by  the  inhabitants  pay- 
ing fcot  and  l^f^  t&otqU  bh* 

3if?  (\no  odl  moil  irmftib  zolirn  avtawl  ai  rfauom  Srf*  ;t£i 
The  Lavant,  a  fmall  river,  almoft  wafhes  the  wall  of  the 

weft  and  fouth  part  of  the  city.    I  cannot  but  conjecture 

from  the  name,  that  the  harbour  of  Chichester  formerly 

flowed  higher  up  the  country,  and  wafhed  even  the  walls  of 

the  city,  it  not  being  likely  that  the  Romans  would  have 

fixed  their  refidence  at  a  diftance  when  they  could  found  a 

city  on  a  navigable  port.    It  feems  to  me  that  Chichester 

may  be  compared  to  Canterbury,  the  anticnt  Durovernum, 

with 
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with  this  difference,  that  the  fea  hath  retired  at  lead  ..... 
miles  from  the  latter,  and  about  two  miles  from  the  former. 
Let  me  add,  that  the  trad  between  Chichester  and  the  har- 
bour is  low,  wet  and  marfhy,  and  has  all  the  appearance  of 
being  deferted  by  the  water :  the  name  of  the  river  implies 
a  place  alternately  covered  with  water,  or  left  dry  at  the  re- 
cefs  of  the  tides.  Labant  is  a  word  derived  from  the  Bri- 
tish, Telavant  of  the  fame  fignification,  and  applied  to  fimilar 
traces  of  fands.  I  need  only  mention  the  Telavan  between 
Penmaen  Mawr  and  Beaumaris  as  an  illuftration. 


-Drmoig-gni^i 


After  dinner  we  continued  our  journey  ;  and,  leaving  a"  Fl 
tnarfhy  tract  to  the  fouth,  pahed  the  village  of  Fishbourn,  near 
the  extremity  of  the  eaftern  branch  of  the  harbour  of  Chiches- 
ter, to  this  place  navigable  only  for  barges :  this  is  not  two  miles 
from  Chichester,  and  at  prefent  the  nearefl:  part  of  the  har- 
bour. The  mouth  is  twelve  miles  diftant  from  the  city,  the 
entrance  narrow,  and  the  ex:panfe  within  is  very  considerable  ; 
from  which  are  two  branches,  one  ending  at  Fishbourh,  and 
another  that  divides  at  Bose'ham,  and  is  again  continued 
foutherly  to  Ham ;  and  there  is  a  third  more  to  the  weft, 
which  terminates  at  Kuibourn,  at  a  mort  diftance  from  the 
borders  of  Hampshire.  The  whole  is  left  almoft  dry  at  the 
reeefs  of  tide.  Two  channels  have  a  tolerable  depth  of  wa- 
ter j  that  to  Bosekam,  from  ten  feet  to  eighteen  ;  that  which 
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runs  by  Thorney  Isle,  from  ten  to  twenty-five,  deepening  from 
the  north  to  the  fouth.  The  whole  of  the  great  expanfe 
may  be  faid  to  extend  even  to  Gosport,  divided  by  the  Ifle 
of  Thorney ,  Haling,  Portsea,  and  others  of  lefs  note,  all 
efleemed  to  belong  to  Hampshire,  and  will  be  taken  notice 
of  in  their  proper  place. 

Boseham.  A  few  miles  from  Fishbourn,  I  left,  at  no  great  diftance, 
to  the  fouth,  Boseham  or  Bose?iha?n>  a  village  with  a  church 
and  fpire-fteeple.  The  church  is  faid  to  be  a  fpacious 
and  venerable  Gothic  pile,  built  by  William  Warelwast 
bifhop  of  Exeter,  about  the  year  1 1 1 9.  This  prelate  was 
chaplain  to  the  Conqueror  and  his  two  fons  William  and 
Henry,  The  laft  had  granted  the  place  to  him  and  his 
fucceflbrs.  Warelwast  eftablifhed  in  the  choir  of  the  pa- 
rifh  church  fccular  canons  or  prebendaries.  It  was  efleemed 
a  royal  free  chapel,  and  exempt  from  the  jurifdiction  of  the 
Bifhop  of  Chichester,  There  had  been  in  very  early  times  a 
rel  igious  retreat  at  Boseham ;  for,  in  681,  one  Dicul,  a  Scotch 
monk,  had  a  cell  here,  in  which  he  and  five  or  fix  brethren 
ferved  the  Lord  in  great  poverty. 

The  noted  Earl  Godwin  obtained  the  place  from  Sti* 
gand  archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  (who,  in  Godwin 's  time,, 
made  it  his  refidence,)  by  a  lingular  piece  of  deceit.  He 

%  waited 
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waited  on  the  Archbifhop  with  a  large  train  of  Nobility, 
and  accofted  him,  with  great  Teeming  civility,  in  thefe  words, 
Da  mihi  Boseam\  by  which  the  Prelate  underftood  the  Basium 
or  Osculum  Pacts,  This  he  readily  granted,  and  Godwin 
and  his  people  fell  at  his  feet  and  made  numbers  of  acknow- 
ledgements for  fo  liberal  a  gift,  declaring  that  he  faid  Bo- 
seam.  And  thus,  by  a  jingle  of  words,  Sligand  loft  this  valu- 
able pofTeflion,  which  the  Earl  inftantly  feized  for  his  ownufe. 

This  port  is  memorable  for  being  the  place  from  which 
Harold  (afterwards  King  of  E?ighvid)  failed  with  two  fhips  Harold  sail* 
for  Normandy y  as  ambafTador  fent  to  notify  to  Duke  William  FR0M  HENCE' 
the  fettlement  of  the  Crown  on  him  by  Edward  the  Con- 
fessor.   This  meffage,  mortifying  as  it  was  to  Harold,  was  j 
rendered  ftill  more  fo  by  his  being  forced  by  a  ftorm  on  the 
coaft  of  Ponthieu,  where  he  was  taken  prifoner  by  the  Duke 
of  the  country,  but  was  foon  delivered,  and  conveyed  to  exe- 
cute his  commiffion.     Every  one  knows  the  reception,  his 
oath  to  William,  his  perjury,  and  fatal  end  in  the  battle  of 
Hastings.    The  Bayeux  tapeftry  fhews  him  at  his  devotion 
in  this  church,  imploring  a  profperous  voyage  ;  the  carouiing 
of  his  companions,  the  two  mips  and  his  embarkation,  with, 
a  hawk  on  his  nft  and  a  dog  under  his  arm,  and  his  whole;, 
hiftory  to  the  very  conclufion  of  his  life  \ 

A  little 

*  See  Ducarel's  Angl  Norm.  Antiq.  the  end, 
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Cutmill.  A  little  farther  paffed  the  head  of  this  branch  af  the  vil- 
lage of  Cutmill)  and  ftill  further  by  the  head  of  the  great 
expanfe  of  the  harbour  at  Nutbourn>  foon  after  which  we 
crofted  Hermitage-bridge ,  quitted  the  county  of  Sussex,  and 
entered  that  of 


HAMPSHIRE, 

ems  worth,  at  the  fmall  town  of  Emswortk.  About  a  mile  and  a  quarter 
diftant  are  feen,  on  the  left,  the  ruins  of  a  brick  tower  and  a 
Wa&blington.  turret,  all  that  remains  of  Warblington,  the  manor-houfe  of 
the  Warblingtons,  Sheriffs  of  the  county  as  early  as  the  reign 
of  Edward  I.  and  J/.*  We  find  it  afterwards  in  the  pofleflion 
of  John  de  Montacute  earl  of  Salisbury,  the  fame  who  loft  his 
head  at  Cirencester  in  the  firft  year  of  Henry  IV.  In  the 
reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth  it  was  owned  by  the  Family  of  the 
Cottons. 

Havant.        About  a  mile  farther  is  Havant,  another  fmall  town  ata 
little  diftance  from  the  village  of  hangston,  a  fort  of  port  for 
fmall  veffels  which  come  up  the  (hallow  eftuary,  and  there 
difcharge  their  cargoes.    About  a  mile  from  Havant  we 

Portsdown.  afcended  Portsdow?i,  sl  narrow  lofty  range  extending  fix 

miles 

*  Fuller  s  Britijh  Worthies,  13.  Dugdale's  Baron  I.  651. 
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miles  from  eaft  to  weft  :  the  upper  part  confifts  of  chalk 
broken  into  by  vaft  pits ;  the  lower  part  turns  into  a 
brown  loam  ;  on  the  top  is  a  great  tumulus.  This  hill  is 
loudly  celebrated  for  its  view,  and  our  ideas  were  highly 
rai fed  by  the  feveral  eulogies  we  heard  of  its  beauty  and 
grandeur. 

To  the  north  is  a  vaft  extent  of  rich  country,  generally 
well  wooded,  and  abounding  with  gentlemen's  feats.  Among 
them  is  Southwicky  embofomed  in  great  woods,  and  finely  Southwick- 

HOUSfi. 

timbered.  The  houle  is  extremely  large,  as  well  it  might, 
having  more  than  once  received  a  royal  gueft,  with  all  his  at- 
tendants. The  great  room,  of  very  antient  date,  feems  very 
well  fitted  to  receive  a  monarch  and  his  courtly  train.  It  is 
called  the  Old  Playhouse ;  I  imagine  from  its  having  occa- 
fionally  been  applied  to  that  ufe.  Southwick  had  been  a 
Priory  of  Canons  of  St,  Austin^  valued,  according  to  Dug- 
dale,  at  25  7I.  per  annum  ;  Henry  Fill,  granted  the  lite  to 
John  White :  the  great  room  above  mentioned  poflibly  had 
been  the  monkifli  refectory.  Here  was  married  Henry  VL 
to  the  fpirited  Margaret  of  Anjoit,  on  April  2,  1445 ;  a  mar- 
riage followed  with  every  calamity,  which  fhe  fupported 
for  a  long  feries  with  a  fortitude  and  perfeverance  unequalled 
in  hiftory.  Holinshed^  p.  625,  very  truly  reprefents  her 
in  thefe  terms: — "  This  Ladie  excelled  all  other,  as  well 

"  in 
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c<  in  beautie  and  favour  as  in  wit  and  politie,  and  was  of 
"  ftomach  and  courage  more  like  a  man  than  a  woman.' * 

Mr.  Walpole,  in  his  Anecdotes  of  Painting,  I.  p.  33,  has 
given  a  print  of  the  Nuptials,  from  a  mod  curious  picture  in 
his  pofTeflion.  The  meek  and  bafhful  Monarch  appears 
with  his  undaunted  Bride,  while  Kemp  arcbbifhop  of  York 
performs  the  ceremony  by  holding  the  pallium  over  their 
conjoined  hands.  Cardinal  Beaufort  and  the  Duke  of  Glou- 
cester, uncles  to  the  King,  are  attendants,  as  are  feveral  other 
illuftrious  perfons  of  both  fexes.  The  gallant  Duke  of  Suf- 
folk is  one  :  he  made  the  match,  and,  by  his  too  great  influ- 
ence with  his  fair  miftrefs,  brought  ruin  on  his  country,  and 
a  violent  death  on  himfelf  within  five  years  after  thefe  ill- 
boding  nuptials. 

Charles  I.  was  at  prayers  in  the  chapel  when  Sir  John 
Hippisley  came  in  and  whifpered  in  his  ear  the  account  of 
the  affailination  of  his  favourite  the  Duke  of  Buckingham,  by 
Felton,  at  Portsmouth.  Lord  Clarendon  *  informs  us,  that 
the  King  remained  in  the  cool  difcharge  of  his  duty  till  the 
fervice  was  over,  when  he  retired  and  burft  into  the  bitter- 
eft  lamentations.  The  owner  at  that  time  was  Sir  Daniel 
Norton.     Charles  prefented  him  with  his  portrait,  a  fmall 

head 

■  Il/ft.  of  the  Great  Rebellio??,  I.  30. 
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head  on  board,  by  Vandych.  At  the  fale  of  the  laft  Co- 
lonel Norton*  effecls,  it  was  purchafed  by  my  late  worthy 
friend  Pusey  Brook  efq.  at  that  time  Commiflary  of  the  pri- 
foners  at  Portsmouth,  He  prefented  it  to  Mr.  Edwards  of 
Bry?iford  near  Holywell^  (to  whom  he  lay  under  fome  obli- 
gations ;)  and  his  fitter  again  complimented  my  father  with 
it :  fo  that  it  remains  a  valued  ornament  to  my  parlour  at 
Downing, 

George  the  First  was  entertained  in  this  houfe,  by  the  laft 
Mr.  Norton,  for  fome  days.  He  waited  on  his  Majefty  to  the 
limits  of  the  Foreft  of  Bere,  attended  by  fixty  keepers  in 
green  coats ;  afterwards  rode  poft  to  London,  and  was  full- 
dreffed  at  St.  James\  gate  to  receive  his  Majefty  on  his  ar- 
rival. This  Gentleman,  by  his  will,  left  Southwick  and  all 
his  eftates  to  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain^  in  truft  for 
the  Poor  ;  which  will,  as  fuppofed  to  proceed  from  infanity, 
was  fet  afide,  and  the  eftate  went  to  his  heirs,  &c.  and  is  now 
in  the  Family  of  the  Thistlethwaitesy  who  came  into  the  line 
of  fuccefiion. 

The  Foreft  of  Bere  borders  upon  this  eftate.  It  extends 
from  JFickham  in  the  weft,  to  Havant  on  the  borders  of 
Sussex  in  the  eaft,  which  places  are  diftant  from  each  other 
about  ten  miks  ;  and  from  Soberton  in  the  north,  to  South- 

Vol.  II.  r  wick 
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wick  in  the  fouth,  diftant  about  five  miles.  The  Crown 
has  fome  purlieus,  but  the  greateft  number  of  them  belong 
to  private  perfons.  Mr.  Thistlethwaite  has  the  mo  ft,  and, 
as  lord  of  the  manor  of  Southwick^  is  hereditary  ranger,  and 
has  the  difpofal  of  two  lodges,  one  of  which  is  a  very  good 
houfe  with  proper  offices,  and  a  confiderable  quantity  o£ 
good  arable  and  pafture  land,  taken  long  fince  out  of  the 
foreft,  and  inclofed.  It  is  now  inhabited  by  Major  Bathursfi 
He  alfo  appoints  deputy  rangers  and  keepers,  who  have 
houfes.  The  other  principal  proprietors  of  purlieus  are, 
Lord  P owers court y  MefTrs.  Jervoise,  Gamier •,  Dean  and 
Chapter  of  Winchester^  Amyatt>  Hornby,  and  one  or  two 
others.  They  have  for  each  purlieu  a  right  to  a  fee  buck 
and  doe  on  their  warrants,  and  alfo  to  kill  any  deer  which 
come  on  their  purlieus ;  but  the  number  is  fo  reduced  that 
the  keepers  are  obliged  to  hunt  them  before  they  can  come 
near  to  (hoot,  which  fpoils  the  venifon,  and  very  few,  if  any, 
are  now  taken. 

To  the  north- weft  of  this  foreft  is  that  of  Waltham, 
which  belongs  to  the  bimoprick  of  Winchester.  It  indeed 
appears  well- wooded,  but  has  very  little  fhip-timber  :  all  the 
old  trees  are  ftag-headed,  and  far  paft  their  prime. 


Let  us  now  return  to  Portsdown.    We  faced  the  fouthern 
3  profpect  % 
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profpect :  the  Isle  of  Wight  rofe  fublime  in  the  diftant  view  \ 
the  Channel,  intervening  between  the  main  land  and  the  iile, 
flretched  far  to  the  eaft,  and  clofed  beyond  Southampton^ 
bounded  on  each  fide  by  low  (hores.  Beneath  us  lay  the  flat 
dreary  Isle  of  Portseay  with  Ports?nouth  at  its  end.  Its  noble 
harbour  filled  with  mips  of  war,  at  this  peaceful  time  laid  up, 
yet  divefted  as  they  were  of  their  terrific  apparatus,  could 
not  fail  of  finking  us  with  admiration.  The  idea  of  our 
naval  ftrength,  and  the  vaft  power  we  could,  when  called 
to  arms,  fo  immediately  exert,  raifed  in  us  the  moll  pleafing 
reflection.  Here  only  the  fublimity  of  the  fcene  appeared 
to  us ;  but  every  thing  elfe  which  could  pleafe  the  eye,  or 
affect  the  imagination,  vanifhed  ;  and  we  were  truly  difap- 
pointed  by  the  ftrong  and  partial  painting  of  the  fond  ad- 
mirers of  this  boafted  hill. 

Let  lis  turn  towards  the  weft  ;  the  profpect  is  moft  hor- 
ribly difgufting  :  a  great  extent  of  mallow  eftuary  ftretches 
from  Portsea  Isle  quite  to  the  county  of  Sussex,  at  low 
water  prefenting  an  extenlive  tract  of  mud,  divided  by  a  few 
channels,  or  at  high  water  covered  with  a  thick  embrowned 
tide.  Two  flat,  low,  naked  and  dreary  illands  occupy  part 
of  this  little  mare  pigrum.    Haling  is  the  largeft,  Tkomej"  Haling  and 

,  111  1      '        1  1  #5*1  1  THORN.EY  ISL£S0 

is  the  next,  and  each  have  their  church.  Channels  point  up 
the  intervening  fpaces  as  high  as  the  main  land,  and  facilitate 
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the  commerce  of  the  country  by  veffels  of  fmall  burden.  A 
narrow  channel  alfo  penetrates  into  Sussex,  and  forks  into 
two  branches,  one  of  which  conveys  fhipping  as  high  as 
Bosehaniy  and  the  other  to  Fishbourn, 

We  defcended  into  the  Isle  of  Portsea,  and  in  a  fhort 
The  Lines,  time  reached  the  Lines  ;  pafTed  by  P 'or 't  bridge- battery , 
and  croffed,  on  a  drawbridge,  the  narrow  water  which: 
infulates  the  ifland ;  then  by  Hilsea  barracks,  and  through, 
a  feries  of  villages  of  recent  growth,  which  will  foon 
unite  and  form,  a  large  town;  after  which  we  crofTed 
two  other  draw-bridges,  and,  palling  through  a  gate,  en- 
Portsmouth.  tered  the  town  of  Portsmouth*    The  firft  mention  of  the. 

name  is  in  the  Saxon  Chronicle ,  sub  anno  501,  which  ftyles 
it  Portesmuthe,  as  the  author  imagines,  from  the  landing,  at 
this  place,  of  Porta  a  Saxon  chieftain,  who  flew  there  a  noble 
British  youth  ;  but  I  fhould  rather  imagine  that  the  word 
intended  the  mouth  of  the  harbour,  the  Ostium  portus  magniy 
the  name  given  to  it  by  the  Romans.  Robert  duke  of  Nor- 
mandy,  fays  the  Saxon  Chronicle,  sub  amw  1101,  landed  at 
Portsmouth  with  a  ftrong  army,  from  whence  he  marched 
againft  his  brother  Henry  I.  ;  but  the  quarrel  was  made  up 
by  the  interference  of  the  great  men  of  the  realm.  It  is, 
evident  that  about  this  time  it  was  a  coniiderable  place;  for 
the  fame  authority  tells  us,  that  Henry  L,  in  1 1 2  3 ,  fpent  there 

the 
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the  Whit^un-week  ;  and  Holinshed  and  Stow  alfo  inform  us, 
that  in  11 40  the  Emprefs  Maude  landed  at  this  port,  and, 
with  her  great  fupport,  Robert  duke  of  Gloucester,  her  natu- 
ral brother,  marched  to  Arundel  Castle ;  and  for  a  long  time 
was  the  terror  of  the  ufurper  Stephen. 

The  firft  charter  which  I  find  Portsmouth  had,  is  that 
of  the  fifth  of  Richard  I.  (11 93),  when  the  King,  after 
declaring  that  he  retains  in  his  own  hands  his  town  of 
Portesmue,  with  all  that  belongs  to  it,  eftablifhes  therein 
an  annual  fair  for  fifteen  days ;  to  which  all  the  people 
of  England,  Normandy,  Poictou,  Wales,  Scotland,  and  all 
other  his  own  or  foreign  people,  may  freely  refort,  and  enjoy 
all  the  privileges  they  do  at  the  fairs  of  Winchester,  Hoi!andr 
or  elfewhere  in  his  dominions.  His  faid  burgeffes  of 
Portesmue  mall  alfo  have  a  weekly  market,  with  all  the  im- 
munities, &c.  which  his  citizens  of  Winchester  and  Oxford^ 
or  elfewhere,  enjoy;  alfo  a  freedom  from  all  tolls,  pontage, 
pafTage,  ftallage,  &c.  and  freedom  from  fuit  and  fervice  at 
Hundred  and  County  Courts,  &c. 

In  confequence  of  this  charter,  I  find  that  in  t  2  18  the  men 
of  Portsmouth  were  obliged  to  bribe  Henry  III.  with  three 
cafks  of  wine,  that  the  King  would  command  fome  of  the 
Juftices  that  went  Iters  in  Hantshire,  to  go  to  Portsmouth  to 
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hold  the  pleas  of  that  town,  which  ought  to  be  brought  be- 
fore the  Juftices,  according  to  the  charter  of  King  Richard  L 
his  maternal  uncle.  Whether  Henry  granted  the  requeft 
I  do  not  know  ;  but,  in  1229,  ne  niade'the  place  the  rendez- 
vous of  a  mighty  army  he  had  affembled  to  recover  his  fo- 
reign dominions.  He  unluckily  had  forgot  both  the  means 
of  fupporting  them,  and  lhipping  to  waft  them  over  to 
France  \  fo  the  expedition  was  totally  fruftrated  *. 

In  1380,  in  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  Richard  II.  the 
town  was  burnt  by  the  French :  it  afterwards  was  the  object 
of  their  jealoufy,  and  was  frequently  attempted  by  that 
ambitious  nation. 

Edward  IV.  was  the  firft  of  our  monarchs  who  feems  to 
have  had  a  fenfe  of  the  great  importance  of  this  port,  and 
First  began  to  fortify  it,  to  defend  the  riling  Navy  of  England.  I 
rtiiied.  cannot  do  better  than  defcribe  the  ftate  of  the  fortifications 
and  other  particulars  relative  to  the  town  in  the  plain 
words  of  Lelandf,  who  examined  them  fome  time  between 
the  years  1536  and  1542,  the  fpace  of  his  travels  through 
England,  by  the  command  of  Henry  VIII.  for  the  purpofe 
of  forming  a  collection  for  the  hiftory  and  antiquities  of  this 
nation.    Our  traveller  begins  thus : 

"  The 

*  Cartes  Hist.  Engl  ii.  37.     \  nl  113. 
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iC  The  land  heere  (on  the  eaft  fide  of  Portesmuth  haven) 
**  rennith  farther  by  a  great  way  ftrait  into  the  fe,  by  fouth 
<c  eft  from  the  haven-mouthy  then  it  dooth  at  the  weft 
u  pcynte. 

"  There  is,  at  this  point  of  the  haven,  Portesmuth  town3, 
u  and  a  great  round  tourre,  almoft  doble  in  quantite  and 
cc  ftrenkith  to  that  that  is  on  the  weft  fide  of  the  haven 
"  right  agayn  it ;  and  heere  is  a  might  chaine  of  yren,  to 
w  draw  from  towrre  to  towrre. 

<c  About  a  quarter  of  a  mile  above  this  tower  is  a  great 
u  dok  for  fhippes,  and  yn  this  dok  lyith  part  of  the  rybbes 
M  of  the  Henry  Grace  of  Dieu,  one  of  the  biggeft  fhippes 
u  that  hath  beene  made  in  hominum  memoria* 

"  There  be  above  this  dok  crekes  in  this  part  of  the 
**■  haven. 

tc  The  caftelle  of  Port  Chester  ftandith  a  three  miles  by 
H  water  from  Portesmuth  toure., 

u  The  towne  of  Portesmuth  is  murid  from  the  eft  tour  a 
u  forough  length  with  a  mudde  waulle  armid  with  tymbre, 
u  whereon  be  great  peaces  both  of  yren  and  brafTen  ordi- 
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nauns;  and  this  peace  of  the  waulle  having  a  diche  with- 
out it  rennith  fo  far  flat  fouth  fouth-eaft,  and  is  the  place 
moft  apte  to  defende  the  town  ther  open  on  the  haven. 

c<  Then  rennith  a  diche  almoft  flat  eft  for  a  fpace,  and 
withyn  it  is  a  waulle  of  mudde  lyke  to  the  other,  and  fo 
thens  goith  round  aboute  the  toun  to  the  circuite  of  a 
myle. 

<{  There  is  a  gate  of  tymbre  at  the  north-eft  ende  of  the 
town,  and  by  it  is  caft  upon  an  hille  of  erths  diched, 
wherein  be  gunnes  to  defend  entre  into  the  toun  by  land. 

"  There  is  much  vacant  ground  within  the  toun  waulle. 
There  is  one  fair  ftreate  in  the  toune  from  weft  to  north 
efte. 

"  There  is  a  chapelle  in  a  vacant  ground  to  the  fouth- 
weft  fide  of  the  toun  toward  the  

ct  There  is  alfo  in  the  weft  fouth-weft  part  of  the  toun 
a  faire  hofpitale,  fum  tyme  erected  by  Petrus  de  Rupibus 
biftiop  of  IVifichester,  whereyn  were  a  late  xij  poore  men, 
and  yet  vij  be  yn  it. 


c<  I  lernid 
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<(  I  lernid  in  the  toun  that  the  towers  in  the  haven- 
u  mouth  were  begon  in  King  Edwarde  the  4's  tyme,  and 
"  fette  forwarde  yn  building  by  Richard  the  3  :  Kyng  Henry 
"  the  vij  endyd  them  at  the  procuration  of  Fox  bifhop  of 
"  Winchester* 

u  King  Henry  vij,  at  his  firft  warres  into  Fraunce,  erected 
"  in  the  fouth  part  of  the  towne  3  great  bruing-houfes, 
**  with  the  implements,  to  ferve  his  fhippes  at  fuch  tyme 
u  as  they  fhaul  go  to  the  fe  in  tyme  of  warre. 

"  One  Carpenter,  a  riche  man,  made  of  late  tyme,  in  the 
<l  mydle  of  the  high  ftreate  of  the  town,  a  town-houfe. 

"  The  town  of  Portesmouth  is  bare,  and  little  occupied  in 
"  time  of  pece." 

The  account  given  by  the  amiable  Prince  Edward  VL  in  Edward  vi. 
his  progrefs  of  1552,  is  alfo  added  as  a  fupplement :  it  is  part 
of  his  fifth  letter  to  his  friend  and  fervant  Barnahy  Fitz- 
Patrick,  anceftor  of  the  pre  fen  t  Lord  Upper  Ossory.  Thefe  let- 
ters were  printed  by  Mr.  Walpole  at  Strawberry -lull  in  1772. 
I  am  in  pofleflion  of  a  copy,  by  the  favour  of  his  Lordfhip,  who 
had  a  juft  fenfe  of  the  merit  of  his  relation,  His  Highnefs 
fays,  that  he  went  to  a  place  we  have  before  mentioned. 

Vol.  II.  s  WarUington^ 
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Warblingtoii)  tc  a  faire  houfe  of  Richard  Cottons  \  and  fo  to 
t£  JVhaltay  a  faire  great  old  houfe,  in  times  pad  the  Bifhop  of 
"  Winchester \  and  now  my  L.  Treafaurour's  houfe.  In  al 
"  theis  places  we  had  both  good  hunting  and  good  chere. 
t{  From  thes  we  went  to  Portsmouth  toune,  and  there 
"  viewed  not  only  the  toune  itfelf  and  the  haven,  but  alfo 
"  divers  bulwarkes,  as  Chaterto?is,  Haselford^  v/  other :  in 
c<  viewing  of  which,  we  find  the  bulwarkes  chargeable, 
<£  maiTie,  and  ramparted,  but  il  facioned,  il  flanked,  and  fet 
"  in  unmete  places ;  the  towne  weak  in  comparifon  of  that 
"  it  ought  to  be  to  houge  great,  (for  w*in  the  wallis  ar  faire 
"  and  large  clofis,  and  much  vacant  rome,)  the  haven  notable 
4£  great,  and  ftanding  by  nature  eafie  to  be  fortefied.  And 
"  for  the  more  ftrenght  thereof  we  have  devifed  two  ftrong 
M  caftellis  on  either  fide  of  the  haven,  at  the  mouth  thereof. 
"  For  at  the  mouth  of  the  haven  is  not  paff.  ten  fcore  over, 
c<  but  in  the  middel  almoft  a  mile  over,  and  in  lenght,  for 
<l  a  mile  and  an  hauf,  hable  to  bear  the  greateft  fiiip  in 
"  chriftendome.'* 

The  prefent  fortifications  of  Portsmouth  totally  prevent  any 
increafe  of  fize.  It  is  inferior  in  that  refpecf.  to  the  town 
called  the  Common^  formed  by  the  villages  already  named. 
The  ftreets  are  broad,  and  tolerably  built:  the  market- 
houfe  divides  the  high  ftreet.    At  No.  10  in  the  fame 

ftreet, 
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ftreet,  was  arTaffinated,  on  August  23,  1628,  by  the  cnthu- duke  of  Buck- 

.  -         INGHAM  MUR- 

iiaft  Felto?i,  the  great  Duke  of  Buckingham,  at  the  time  he  DER£D. 
was  preparing  to  fet  fail  for  Rochelle,  to  relieve  the  Huguenots 
then  belieged  in  that  city,  and  to  retrieve  the  honour  he 
had  loft  at  the  Ifle  of  Rhee  in  the  preceding  year.  I  refer  the 
reader  to  Lord  Clarendon? %  account  of  the  affair,  and  his 
admirable  character  of  the  Duke. 

The  ramparts  are  planted  with  trees,  and  form  a  mod  Ramparts. 
beautiful  walk  ;  many  of  the  cannons  were  difmounted,  the 
town  feemed  almoft  difpeopled,  and  every  thing  at  this  time 
indicated  the  fulnefs  of  peace. 

The  town  is  defended  on  the  land- fide  by  the  fortifica- 
tions made  of  late  years,  at  vaft  ex  pence,  which  alfo  in- 
clude the  dock.  Vain  indeed  !  mould  the  wooden  walls  of 
Old  England  ever  fail  our  favoured  ifle  ! 

The  Governor's  houfe  i9  an  ordinary  building,  and,  I 
think,  ftands  on  the  lite  of  that  which  was  called  the 
King's.  The  other  public  buildings  are,  a  great  brew-houfe, 
a  flaughter-houfe,  viclualling-houfe,  and  the  old  barracks. 


I  remember,  in  my  tour  of  the  year  1747,  an  equuleus,  or  An  Eou  ulcus. 
wooden  horfe,  a  moft  barbarous  military  punifliment  or 

£  2  torture, 
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torture,  retained  from  the  time  of  the  Romans*  to  the  time 
I  fpeak  of,  ftanding  before  the  Governor's  door ;  but,  to  our 
credit,  it  has  long  fince  been  difufed.  It  was  a  ridged  frame 
of  wood  fixed  on  pofts,  and  on  that  the  delinquent  was 
placed  aftride,  with  two  or  more  mufkets  tied  to  each  foot. 

The  ramparts  are  difcontinued  along  the  water-fide, 
where  the  old  walls  ftill  remain.  On  one  part  is  a  good 
head  of  Charles  !,  (when  Prince  of  Wales ,)  with  long  hair, 
within  an  oval  ;  the  date  April  3,  1623,  the  year  in  which 
he  embarked  at  this  port  on  his  romantic  journey  into  Spain.. 

Church.  The  church  has  nothing  remarkable,  except  the  monu- 
ment of  the  Duke  of  Buckingham,  (an  immenfe  profufion  of 
adulatory  marble,)  c  shouldering  God's  altar*  or,  more  pro- 
perly, joftling  it  out  of  its  place.  It  is  only  a  coenotaph, 
for  his  body  was  buried  in  Westminster- abbey \ 

Docks.  The  docks  and  yards  are  clofe  to  the  north  fide  of  the 
town,  but  entirely  independent  of,  and  rigidly  fecluded 
from  it.  The  Commiflioner's  houfe  is  very  large  and  hand- 
fome  ;  it  was  at  this  time  occupied  by  Heriry  Martin  efq. 

from 

*  Cicero  pro  Milone.  It  is  alfo  mentioned  by  Quint  us  Curtius  as  a  Ma- 
cedonian punimment ;  fee  Lib.  vi.  c.  10,  and  Lib.  viii.  c.  7-  The  phrafe  was 
Equul&um  imponere. 


FROM  DOVER  TO  THE  LAND'S-END. 


from  whom  we  received  every  attention.  The  place  for  the 
making  of  anchors  was  truly  a  cyclopum  antrum  :  feventy  or 
eighty  brawny  fellows  were  amidft  the  fires  bulled  in  fabri- 
cating thofe  fecurities  to  our  fhipping.  Near  this  building 
was  the  faultlefs  anchor  of  the  unfortunate  Royal  George  y 
which  had  been  weighed  up.  Had  it  been  put  to  the  fulleft 
trial,  I  dare  fay  it  would  have  vindicated  the  motto  it  bore  i 
"  Fear  not ;  I  will  hold  you  faft*" 

The  rope-walk  is  not  lefs  than  eight  hundred  and  feventy 
feet  long,  The  making  a  great  cable  is  a  wonderful  light ;  a 
hundred  men  are  required  for  the  purpofe,  and  the  labour  is  fo 
hard  that  they  cannot  work  at  it  more  than  four  hours  in  the 
day.  Even  in  time  of  peace,  1500  or  2000  men  are  em- 
ployed in  various  departments  of  the  dock  ;  in  time  of  war, 
numbers  more.  They  are  there  formed  into  regiments,  dif- 
ciplined  and  commanded  by  the  feveral  Officers  of  the  dock, 
the  Commiffioner  preliding  as  Colonel. 

This  precinct  contains  every  thing  which  our  Navy  can 
want.  The  vaftnefs  of  the  magazines  can  fcarcely  be  con- 
ceived. This  national  palladium  very  narrowly  efcaped  total 
deftruction  on  December  7,  1776,  when  the  repoiitory  of 
ropes  was  fet  on  fire  by  one  John  Aitkin^  a  Scotsman,  infti- 
gated  by  Silas  Dearie  the  American  agent  at  Paris,    He  is 

2  better 
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John  the  better  known  by  the  name  of  John  the  Painter,  The  plans 
he  laid  were  very  deep,  and  the  machine  he  had  invented  to 
effect  the  purpofe  mod  ingenious.  He  concealed  himfelf 
the  whole  night  in  the  magazine,  and  was  let  out  in  the 
morning  without  being  feized.  He  left  the  infernal  cani- 
fter  lodged  amidft  the  cordage,  and  it  was  fo  contrived  as  not 
to  burn  to  effect  till  he  had  efcaped.  He  foon  quitted 
Portsmouth,  but  in  about  two  months  he  was  apprehended, 
and  the  whole  progrefs  of  his  villainy  traced.  He  was  con- 
victed on  inconteftible  evidence  at  Winchester,  conveyed  to 
Portsmouth,  and,  on  the  fpot  on  which  he  committed  the 
crime,  was  executed  on  a  gibbet  fixty  feet  high. 

The  above  was  only  a  partial  fire.  On  July  3,  1760,  one 
far  more  tremendous  happened,  afcribed,  I  believe  truly,  to 
an  act  of  Heaven.  The  night  had  been  uncommonly  tem- 
peftuous,  attended  with  great  flafhes  of  lightning.  A  watch- 
man depofed  that  a  meteor,  or  fire-ball,  palled  near  him 
about  ten  minutes  before  the  fire  broke  out :  one  thoufand 
and  fifty  tons  of  hemp  were  confumed,  five  hundred  tons  of 
corckge,  and  about  feven  hundred  fails  ;  bcfides  many  hun- 
dred tons  of  tar,  oil,  and  other  combuftibles. 

The  Commiflioner,  with  great  politenefs,  directed  that  his 
barge  fhould  be  ready  to  convey  us  up  the  harbour.  We 

1  wTent 
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went  from  the  Sally-port  at  feven  in  the  morning,  infinitely  v 
pleafed  with  the  variety  of  obje&s  around  us ;  Hasler  Hos- 
pital, Gosport,  and  Borough-castle,  among  others,  all  tending 
to  the  great  point,  the  fafety  of  the  nation. 

We  failed  amidft  the  glorious  defenders  of  our  country. 
Were  I  a  King  of  England,  I  would  never  receive  an  Ambaf- 
fador  with  any  folemnity  but  in  the  cabin  of  a  firft-rate  man 
of  war  :  there  is  the  true  feat  of  his  empire  ! 

This  harbour  may  boafr.  of  being  capable  of  receiving 
the  whole  Navy  of  Engla?id.  Secure  from  every  ftorm,  the 
greatefr.  firhV-rates  may  ride  there  at  the  lowerl  ebbs  without 
touching  ground  :  they  can  take  in  their  ftores  and  guns 
while  they  are  at  anchor,  and  get  out  of  harbour  in  a  quar- 
ter of  an  hour's  time,  without  impediments  or  bars  or  fand- 
banks,  in  the  deep  water  beneath  Southsea  Castle.  The  ap- 
proach to  the  harbour  is  faid  to  be  impregnable,  by  reafon 
of  the  various  forts  or  batteries  clofe  to  the  water-ed^e.  On 
the  Gosport  fide  are  Charles -fort,  James-fort,  Borough-fort, 
Block- house  fort,  and  another  lately  erected  in  Stokesbay. 
Monk  Ion-fort,  on  the  point  next  to  Stokesbay,  I  think  had 
once  the  name  of  Kicker-gill,  or  Gill-kicker,  (I  do  not  know 
which  ;)  redoubts  which  lay,  one  on  one  fide,  the  other  on 
the  oppohte  part  of  the  entrance. 

I  dropped 
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I  dropped  a  figh  beneath  the  ftern  of  the  Victory,  dragged 
fullenly  from  offered  glory  *,  and  blufhing  afterwards  at  the 
fatire  of  undeferved  thanks. 

The  Formidable,  taken  from  the  foe,  bravely  contefHng 
with  numbers  the  trophy  of  the  gallant  Hawke  ;  lince,  the 
fcape-goat  of  a  factious  Admiral,  Time  and  Truth  vindi- 
cating the  fame  of  her  veteran  Commander.  Hercules  and 
Hydra  typically  adorn  her  prow,  allufive  to  his  cruel  inju- 
ries : 

Diram  qui  contudit  hydrarn 
Comparit  invidiam  fupremofine  domari! 

I  pafs  by  numbers  of  other  mips,  through  ignorance  of 
their  ftory.  Now  appear  before  me  the  unfortunate  Ar- 
dent, added  to  our  Navy  by  the  bravery  of  one  Commander, 
and  loft,  for  a  time,  by  the  imprudence  of  another ;  the 
Guipuscoa,  a  Spanish  fixty-four,  one  of  the  firft  fruits  of  Sir 
George  Rodney,  on  January  8,  1780,  in  the  laft  period  of 
his  fortunate  life  ;  the  Princessa  another,  (the  name  now 
changed,)  a  lee-more  prize,  taken  in  a  tempefl:  with  feveral 
others  within  eight  days  diftance — fo  rapidly  did  victory  prefs 
on  this  her  favoured  child  ;  the  St.  Michael,  another  of  For- 
tune's gifts,  blown  by  a  furious  ftorm  from  the  midft  of  the 

befieging 

*  Lord  Littleton  s  Letters. 
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befieging  fleet,  to  the  invincible  garrifon  of  Gibraltar  \  finally, 
the  French  Monarque,  and  the  French  Prothee,  in  defiance  cf 
all  the  mutability  of  that  marine  Deity,  became  the  captive  of 
the  vigilant  Digby.  Numbers  of  others  I  could  enumerate,  eu- 
logies of  living  commanders,  or  ccenotaphsof  departed  heroes. 

Till  the  reign  of  Henry  VII.  the  naval  force  of  England  OurN.wy 

,  -  r        •  •  r  FIRST  REDUCED 

was  either  hired  trom  the  merchant,  foreign  or  native,  or  lup-  TO  system. 
plied  by  the  cinque  and  other  ports  of  the  kingdom;  but  the 
Navy  was  under  no  fort  of  regulation  :  the  bargain  was  made 
with  the  firftj  or  the  demand  made  from  the  laft,  according 
to  their  different  affeffments.  Some  of  the  vefTels  were  of 
vaft  fize  ;  fuch  was  the  Christopher*,  one  of  thofe  engaged 
in  the  celebrated  victory  off  Sluys,  gained  over  the  French  in 
1  340  ;  but  we  know  nothing  concerning  either  the  building 
or  the  fhipwrights.  The  fails  of  the  royal  fhips  were  moft 
fplendid  ;  thofe  of  the  veffel  which  carried  Richard  II. 
were  of  white  filk,  richly  embroidered  with  a  golden  fun. 
In  this  fplendid  reign  there  was  an  emulation  between  France 
and  England,  which  mould  excel  in  this  fpecies  of  folly. — 
"  Every  man,"  fays  old  Grafton,  p.  364,  "  helped  to  make 
"  provifion  for  other,  and  to  garnifhe  and  bewtifie  their 
"  mippes,  and  to  paynt  them  with  their  armes,  and  to  ad- 
4<  vaunce  and  make  them  a  glorious  fhewe  to  the  whole 
**  worlde.  Painters,  at  that  time,  were  well  fet  on  worke, 
Vol.  II.  t  and 

*  Froijfart,  I.  p.  xxx.  tranJL 
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"  and  the  time  was  to  them  very  profitable ;  for  they* 
u  had  whatfoever  they  defyred,  and  yet  there  could  not 
"  enow  of  them  be  gotten  for  money.  They  made  ban- 
"  ners,  penons,  flandards  of  filk,  fo  fumptuous  and  comely 
ii  that  it  was  a  maruelle  to  beholde. 

"  Alfo  they  peynted  the  maftes  of  their  fhippes  from  the 
,c  one  ende  to  the  other,  glittering  with  golde,  and  deuifes 
"  and  armes  that  was  maruelous  ryche  ;  and  efpecially,  (fayth 
"  FroissartJ  as  it  was  tolde  me,  the  lorde  Guy  of  Tremoy  IL 
*?  fo  decked,  garnifhed  and  bewtifled  his  (hip  with  peynting 
"  and  colours  that  it  colt,  him  two  thoufande  frankes  of 
JC  French  money,  that  is  more  than  ccxxij  pound  of  the 
"  current  money  of  E?igla?ide.  And  in  lyke  manner  did! 
u  every  lorde  of  Fraunce  fet  foorth  his  deuife  and  £hew." 

It  is  from  fuch  imagery  that  Mr.  Gray  formed  his  beau- 
tiful defcription  of  the  reign  of  that  unhappy  monarch, 
profperous  in  the  beginning,  and  moil  dreadful  in  its  con- 

cluiion. 

"  Fair  laughs  the  mortv  and  foft  the  zephyr  b1ows3 
'*  While  proudly  riding  o'er  the  azure  realm, 

*'  In  gallant  trim  the  gilded  veffel  goes, 

"  Youth  on  the  prow,  and  pleafure  at  the  helm; 

**  Regardlefs  of  the  fweeping  whirlwind's  fway, 

44  ThatJvhum'd  in  grim  repofe,  expects  his  evening  prey." 

Henry 


FROM  DOVER  TO  TFIE  LAND*S-END 


139 


Henry  VII.  was  the  firft  of  our  monarchs  who  may  be  fup-  Henry  vii. 

1        •  FOUNDER  OF 

poied  to  have  formed  a  royal  dock.  He  it  was  who  improved  XHE  bmtuj? 
the  fortifications  of  Portsmouth,  after  they  had  been  begun  NavYi 
by  Edward  IV.  and  continued  by  Packard  III.  This  makes 
it  probable  that  he  here  built  the  famous  fhip  the  Great 
Harry ,  which,  fays  Stow,  coh:  14,000k  the  fame  fum  which 
he  had  expended  on  his  beautiful  Chape]  in  Westminster- 
JLbbey.  The  fhip  was  built  about  the  year  1503,  and  was 
burnt  by  accident  at  Woolwich  in  August  1553. 

His  fon,  Henry  VIII. ,  may  be  called  the  founder  of  the 
English  Navy :  he  began  with  building  the  great  mips  the 
Regent  and  the  Sovereign.   The  firft  was  loft  in  an  engage- 
ment off  Brest,  in  1 5 1 2  :  that  gallant  gentleman,  Sir  Thomas 
K?ievet,  grappled  with  the  Cordelier,  in  which  the  French 
Admiral  had  hoifted  his  flag  ;  both  took  fire,  and  blew  up 
with  their  commanders  and  fixteen  hundred  brave  feamen : 
both  fleets  retired  inftantly,  terrified  by  the  dreadful  fcene, 
without  offering  to  continue  the  engagement.    Henry,  to 
repair  the  lofs,  built  the  great  Henry  Grace  de  Dieu,  of  far  Henry  Grace 
greater  bulk  than  the  Regent.    This  fhip  is  twice  exhibited 
to  us  in  painting.    The  firft  is  in  a  great  picture  I  had  an 
opportunity  of  feeing  in  one  of  the  lower  apartments  in 
Windsor  Castle.    It  reprefents  the  King  fetting  fail  from 
Dover  for  Calais,  for  the  celebrated  interview  betwixt  him 

t  2,  and 
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and  Francis  I.  between  Guines  and  Ardres,  in  1520,  called 
he  Champ  de  drap  d"or\  He?i?y  had  caught  the  vain  mag- 
nificence of  Richard  II.  :  the  fails  and  pendants  of  his  fhip 
were  of  cloth  of  gold,  damafk'd  ;  all  his  fuite  of  fhips  and 
men  were  equally  fplendid,  for  the  chief  Nobility  of  the  realm 
attended.  I  muft  refer  the  reader  to  the  minute  defcription 
given  by  that  accurate  antiquarian,  John  Topham  efq.  *  I 
fhall  only  add,,  that  the  land  fcenery  is  alio  reprefented,,  of 
Dover  and  the  harbour  ;  its  forts,  Arch-cliffs  and  the  Black 
Bulwark  ;  and,  finally,,  the  diftant  view  of  France,  and  the 
city  of  Calais,  The  fecond  f  is  one  of  the  celebrated:  pic- 
tures at  Cowdray.  [While  I  write,  I  am  fhocked  with  the 
news,  that  the  houfe  itfelf*  and  the  whole  of  that  invaluable 
collection,  is  now  no  more,  having,  on  September  2 4,  1793, 
been  confumed  by  fire.]  In  the  flrff,  picture,  as  Mr.  Walpote 
obferves,  his  fhips  were  as  fumptuous  as  Cleopatra 's  galley 
on  the  Cydnus.  In  this  they  were,  as  the  time  required, 
fitted  with  all  the  neceffaries  of  war.  His  great  friends, 
Francis  and  Henry,  had  forgot  their  warm  embraces  on  Le 
Champ  de  drap  dy or.  They  quarrelled,  and  went  to  war  : 
Francis  fent  a  vail  fleet  under  U1  A?mabaut,  Admiral  of 
France,  who  came,  off  Bern  bridge-point,  in  the  Isle  of  Wight, 

and 

*  Archccologia,  vi.  179-  Tbis  picture  was  engraven  at  the  expencc  of  the 
Society  of  Antiquaries. 

Engraven  by  the  Society  of  Antiquaries,  as  is  the  famous  interview  juft 
alluded  to. 
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and  from  thence  ftretched  along  the  more  to  St.  Helen *s,  on 
July  18,  1544.    The  E?iglish  fleet,  under  Vifcount  Lisle  in   battle  or 
the  Great  Harry,  anchored  off  Spit  head,  to  cover  the  en-  PoRTSMOUTa- 
trance  into  Portsmouth  ;  not  only  to  defend  it,  but,  if  pom> 
ble,  to  engage  the  French  to  embarrafs  themfelves  by  follow- 
ing him  into  the  narrow  paths  amidft  the  fand -banks,  The 
French  galleys  often  came  to  infult  our  great  mips  to  pro- 
voke them  to  come  out,  but  to  no  purpofe.    A  cannonade 
was  continued  on  both  fides  during  two  days  \  and  the 
French  pretend  that  they  funk  the  Mary  Rose,  a  fhip  fecond 
in  fize  to  the  Henry  Grace  de  Dieu  :  certain  it  is  that  fhe  was 
funk,  and  her  commander  Sir  George  Carew  and  near  iix  hun- 
dred men  were  drowned.  But  this  accident  was  owing'to  fome 
awkward  manoeuvre.  She  was  overladen  with  guns,  fome  were 
unbreeched,  and  her  port-holes  left  open  \  fo,  by  an  unfortu^ 
nate  heeling,  fhe  filled  with  water,  and  went  to  the  bottom. 
The  French,  finding  they  could  make  no  imprellion  on  our 
fhips,;  after  plundering  the  Isle  of  Wight,  retired  to  their 
own  coafh*.    Henry,  on  the  firft.  noife  of  the  invaiion,  came 
in  perfon,  and  appears  in  the  piece  on  horfeback,  and  behind 
him  his  great  favourite  and  lieutenant  the  Duke  of  Suffolk, 
and  Sir  Anthony  Brown  mailer  of  the  horfe.    They  are  rid- 
ing out  of  Portsmouth,  and  entering  Southsea  Castle,  (a  for- 
trefs  of  Henrys  railing,)  in  their  way  to  the  camp,  which  lay 
beyond. 

The 
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The  great  (hips  of  war  had  four  marls :  they  had  port- 
holes for  the  cannon,  which  is  faid  to  have  been  at  this  time 
a  novelty  ;  for,  before,  the  few  they  had  lay  upon  the  deck, 
on  the  prow,  or  on  the  poop. 

In  this  reign  our  Navy  was  firft  put  on  a  fyftematic  eda- 
blifhment.  Henry  firft  erected  a  Navy-office  :  the  Trinity 
House  was  founded  by  Sir  Thomas  Spert,  Comptroller  of  the 
Navy,  and  Commander  of  the  Henry  Grace  de  Dieu.  This 
Monarch  ranged  his  mips  into  different  daffes,  and  had  a 
regular  inventory  of  the  various  ftores.  A  very  curious  and 
particular  detail  of  this  fubjetT:  is  given  by  Mr.  Topham  in 
Vol.  VI.  p.  179  of  the  Archeologiay  the  perufal  of  which 
will  very  amply  fupply  my  deficiencies. 

By  the  enumeration  of  the  Navy  of  Edward  VI.  it  appears, 
that  in  his  time  Portsmouth  was  almoft  our  only  ftation,  and 
our  fole  dock  and  yard.  The  total  number  of  fhips,  galleys, 
pinnaces,  and  row-barges,  were  53  ;  tons,  6255  ;  men)  (f°l- 
diers,  1885 — mariners,  5136 — gunners,  759,)  7780:  ex- 
cepting two  at  Deptford-strandy  and  the  Henry  Grace  de 
Dieu,  which  lay  at  Woolwich  ;  all  the  reft  lay  here.  I  will 
conclude  with  faying,  that  famous  {hip  was  of  the  burden  of 
one  thoufand  tons  ;  was  manned  with  three  hundred  and 
forty-nine  foldiers,  three  hundred  and  one  mariners,  and 

fifty 
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fifty  gunners ;  and  had  nineteen  brafs  pieces,  and  one  hun- 
dred and  three  iron  pieces.  A  print  of  her  in  full  glory  is 
given  in  the  Arch&ologia,  VI.  tab.  22,  which  conveys  a  full 
idea  of  the  great  mips  of  war  in  that  infancy  of  our  Navy.. 

This  noble  harbour  was  diftinguifhcd  by  the  Ro?nans  by 
the  name  of  Portus  Magnus,  and,  from  its  excellence,  mull 
have  been  one  of  their  stationes  navhim.  After  we  had  fa- 
tisfied  our  curiofity  with  the  fhipping,  we  directed  our  failors 
to  land  us  at  Portchester,  a  place  which,  from  its  name,  im-  Portchesteiu 
plies  that  it  had  been  polferTed  by  the  Saxons,  The  Britons 
called  it  Caer  Peris ;  for  what  reafon  is  to  me  unknown. 
Jeffrey  of  Monmouth,  Book  IV.  ch,  14,  fays,  that  it  was  af- 
faulted  by  the  Emperor  Claudius  when  he  invaded  Britain, 
and  was  taken  and  difmantled.  This  is  evidently  a  flcrion3 
for  in  thofe  days  our  British  fortreffes  confirmed  only  of  foiTes 
and  mounds  of  earth  or  Hones,  and  are  ufually  called  Caers  or 
Gaer ;  and  fuch  muft  have  been  the  Caer  Peris,  this  tongue 
of  land  fecured  by  folfes,  &c.  carried  from  fide  to  fide. 
That  the  Romans  had  a  flation  here,  I  do  not  doubt ;  for  I 
found,  adjacent  to  the  great  tower,  a  fragment  of  wall  of 
Roman  niafonry,  and  tiles  in  parts  of  the  court-wall.  This 
place  feems  to  me  to  have  been  named  after  the  harbour 
Portus  Magnus,  and  the  particular  flation  of  the  Roman 
{hips.    Richard  of  Cirencester  places  it  in  the  Iter  between 

6  London. 
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London  and  Southampton  (ClausentumJ,  at  the  diftance  of 
ten  miles.  Here  the  ftation  of  fhips  was  continued  during 
many  centuries  ;  but,  by  reafon  of  the  fea  retiring  from  this 
part,  fo  as  to  render  it  lefs  commodious,  the  inhabitants  de- 
fer ted  Portchester,  and  retired  to  Portsea  Island. 

The  Caftle  is  feated  on  a  narrow  tongue  of  land,  which 
runs  into  the  water.  On  the  eaft  fide  is  Portchester-lake,  a 
very  fecure  haven,  land-locked  by  Horsea  Isle.  At  this 
time  lay  in  it  the  Prudent  ^  named  in  memory  of  La  Pru~ 
dente^  a  French  feventy-four  gun  fhip,  burnt  under  the  walls 
of  Louisburg  during  the  fiege  of  1758.  The  other  fide  of 
the  Caftle  is  warned  by  Fareham-lake,  which,  growing  nar- 
rower and  narrower,  ends  at  the  town  of  the  fame  name. 

p,ortch£ster       Portchester  Castle  (lands  on  the  Ete  of  the  British  and 

C  AST  L  E  • 

Saxon  fortrefles ;  for,  that  fuch  had  exifted,  I  can  entertain 
no  doubt.  The  prefent  is  a  noble  fquare  pile,  with  numbers 
of  equidiftant  round  towers  on  every  fide,  many  venerably 
clothed  with  ivy :  each  part  faces  a  point  of  the  compafs. 
The  interior  court  is  above  four  acres  in  extent,  and  has  the 
ruins  of  feveral  apartments  on  the  fides,  fome  very  large  and 
once  truly  magnificent. 

The  Keep  is  alfoa  fquare,  and  is  flrengthened  by  four  fquare 

towers, 
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towers,  one  of  which  is  very  large,  and  ftands  on  an  angle  of 
the  exterior  wall  of  the  caftle.  A  gate  (fee  Mr.  Grose) 
leading  from  the  outermoft  to  the  inner  court,  is  very  much 
to  be  admired  for  fimplicity  and  ftrength.  MefTrs.  Bucksy 
Vol.  h  tab.  109,  in  one  view,  give  a  more  comprehenfive 
idea  of  the  whole  caftle. 

The  Church  has  in  fome  parts  the  marks  of  great  anti- 
quity in  the  round  or  Saxon  arch  •>  but  appears  greatly  al- 
tered, and  reduced  from  its  former  ftate.  It  had  been  a  pro- 
priation  belonging  to  Southwick  Priory.  Henry  I.  in  n 33*  p*uq*y- 
founded  here  a  Priory  of  St.  Augnstines^  which  was  after- 
wards removed  to  Southwick,  where  it  continued  till  the 
diffolution,  when  it  was  (according  to  Dugdale)  valued 
at  257I.  4s.  4d. 

The  church  is  a  vicarage  in  the  gift  of  the  crown  :  with- 
in is  the  monument  of  Sir  Thomas  Comwallis,  knt.,  groom- 
porter  to  Queen  Elizabeth  and  James  I.r  who  died  on  the 
30th  of  November  161 8  ;  his  buft  is  given,  with  fhort  hair 
and  beard,,  in  armour,  and  a  fafh  over  his  moulder* 

The  caftle  was  externally  ftrengthened  with  great  fofTes. 
The  two  on  the  eaftern  fide  extend  quite  to  the  water  3  and 
poflibly  received  the  influx  of  the  tide. 

Vol.  IL  u  The 
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The  founder  of  this  fortrefs  is  not  to  be  traced  :  it  was 
once  the  property  of  the  Nor  tons  of  Southwick,  and  has  fol- 
lowed the  line  of  fucceftlon  to  the  Thistlethwaites, 


GOSPORT. 


We  returned  to  Portsmouth,  and  from  thence  crofted  the 
entrance  into  the  harbour  to  Gosfort,  The  channel  is 
about  as  broad  as  the  Thames  at  Westminster ,  and  has  depth 
enough  for  the  largeft  (hips  to  pafs.  For  the  better  fecurity 
of  the  entrance  c  a  mighty  chaine  of  iren,  to  draw  from 
tourre  to  tourre',  mentioned  by  Lela?id,  is  ftill  ready  at  the 
bottom  of  the  channel  to  be  drawn  up  by  way  of  boom,  in 
cafe  of  any  hoftile  attempt  y  and  Blockhouse-fort  ftands  on 
the  narroweh1  part,  oppoflte  to  Portsmouth,  with  its  tremen- 
dous battery. 


The  town  of  Gosport  is  at  prefent  fwelled  to  a  vaft  fize, 
and  is  extremely  populous  and  opulent.  Its  inhabitants 
conftft  of  people  in  trade,  and  who  furnifh  the  failors  with 
all  kinds  of  neceflaries,  beiides  various  fupplies  to  the  fleet 
on  the  public  account.  Its  church  is  no  more  than  a  cha- 
pel of  eafe  to  Stoke  or  Alversioke,  the  parifli  adjacent  on  the 
fouth. 


Haslar 
Hospital. 


From  Gosfort  we  pafled  to  the  vaft  hofpital  at  Haslar,  a 
little  to  the  weft,  lying  on  the  fide  of  the  narrow  bay  to  the 

eaft  j 
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eaft ;  Alver stoke  ftands  on  the  head  of  this  water.  Near 
the  fhore,  fufpended  on  a  gibbet,  were  the  remains  of  John 
the  Painter.  The  hofpital  is  a  van:  plain  building,  or  ra- 
ther feveral  ranges  of  buildings,  capable  of  receiving  between 
two  and  three  thoufand  patients  ;  but  at  this  time  had  no 
more  than  one  hundred  and  fifty.  The  date  is  1762  ;  but 
the  ground  was  bought  by  Government  in  1745. 

The  Isle  of  Wight  is  nearly  in  the  fhape  of  a  lozenge,  or  Isle  of  Wight. 
rather  a  turbot,  as  it  has  been  likened  to  formerly.  Cowes 
harbour,  which  forms  the  northern  angle,  points  to  South- 
a?npto?i  water  :  Roekey-end,  its  oppofite,  juts  into  the  British 
channel.  Bembridge  faces  the  eaft,  and  the  Needles  and  the 
Foreland  of  Dorsetshire.  The  tract  from  Cowes  to  Bem- 
bridge is  oppofed  to  the  Portsmouth  ihore. 

*  From  Cowes  to  Ride  the  more  is  muddy,  and  bounded  by  Views, 
the  fhallow  Motherba?ik,  covered  with  water  from  the  depth 
of  two  to  feven  fathoms :  from  Ride  to  Bembridge-poi?it , 
which  includes  the  parifh  of  St,  Helen's ,  is  an  extent  of 
fandy  fhore,  dry  at  the  retreat  of  the  tide.  The  whole  tract 
from  Cowes  is  unfpeakably  pleafant,  Hopes  to  the  water's 
edge,  is  extremely  fertile,  varied  with  groves,  and  adorned 
with  numbers  of  gentlemen's  feats,  which  enjoy  the  pleafing 
profpect  of  Portsmouth^  backed  by  the  lofty  downs  of  Hamp-> 
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shire,  and  the  moving  pi&ure  of  the  naval  fecurity  of  Great 

Britain. 

Length,  The  length  of  this  ifland  from  eaft  to  weft,  or  from  the 
Needles  to  Foreland-farm  in  the  parifh  of  Bradingy  is  near 
twenty-three  miles ;  the  breadth  from  Cowes-castle  to  Rockey- 
endy  about  thirteen ;  the  number  of  parifhes  is  thirty, 
of  acres  about  a  hundred  thoufand,  and  of  inhabitants  in 
1 7  8 1  eighteen  thoufand  and  twenty-four.  Let  me  obferve 
that  Newchurch  and  Shalfleet  parifhes  run  quite  acrofs  the 
ifland  from  fea  to  fea. 

In  the  parifti  of  St.  Helens  is  the  populous  village  of 
Ride.  About  the  year  1747  (in  a  Vacation  excurfion  from 
Oxford)  I  croiTed  over  the  channel  from  Portsmouth  into 
this  delicious  ifland.  The  communication  between  the  two 
iflands  is  facilitated  by  regular  packet-boats :  notwithftand- 
ing  the  length  of  time,  the  fcenery  is  frefh  in  my  memory, 
not  only  of  this  part,  but  of  the  feveral  other  places  I  vifited 
in  that  juvenile  excurfion.  I  fhall  firft,  from  the  ideas  then 
imprefled  on  me,  aflifted  by  information  from  friends,  and 
the  help  of  books,  proceed  with  my  account  of  the  ramble 
of  that  year.  I  am  informed  that  the  village  of  Ride  is 
greatly  increafed :  many  elegant  feats  have  been  built  flnce 
that  time;  that  of  the  late  Lieutenant- General  Amlierst, 
1  Apley> 
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Apley,  Mrs.  Roberts,  and  the  Priory,  the  retreat  of  Mr. 
Juftice  Grose,  command,  in  common  with  the  reft  of  this 
part,  moft  charming  views.  It  had  been  a  Priory  of  Clu- 
niacs,  founded  before  the  year  1155.  It  was  granted  by 
Edward  IV.  to  Windsor  College, 

The  famous  road  of  St.  Helens  is  off  the  eaft  end  of  the  St.  Helen'*. 
parifli,  where  our  fleets  frequently  lie  for  the  conveniency  of 
the  wind  to  waft  them  down  the  channel  to  their  refpec- 
tive  deftinations. 

The  next  parifli  is  that  of  Brading,  which  points  due 
eaft.    Between  the  parifli  of  St.  Helen  and  the  peninfulated 
tracl:  of  Bembridge  is  Brading-haven,  which  opens  with  a  brading. 
narrow  mouth  into  the  fea.    It  contains  between  eight  and 
nine  hundred  acres  of  marfhy  land,  overflown  by  the  water 
at  every  tide*    My  adventurous  and  noble  countryman  Sir 
Hugh  Middleton,  in  the  time  of  James  L  in  concert  with 
Sir  Bevis  Thelwal,  of  the  houfe  of  Bathavern  in  Denbigh- 
shire, and  Page  of  the  King's  Bedchamber,  employed  a  num- 
ber of  Dutchmen  to  recover  it  from  the  fea  by  embankments : 
feven  thoufand  pounds  were  expended  in  the  work ;  but, 
partly  by  the  badnefs  of  the  foil,  which  proved  a  barren 
fand,  partly  by  the  choking  of  the  drains  for  the  frefh  water, 
by  the  weeds  and  mud  brought  by  the  fea,  but  chiefly  by  a 

furious 
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furious  tide  which  made  a  breach  in  the  hank,  they  were 
obliged  to  defift,  and  put  a  flop  to  their  expenfive  project. 

The  church  and  village  of  Bradi?ig  ftand  near  the  bottom 
of  the  haven.  The  church  is  the  moft  antient  in  the  iiland, 
and  it  is  faid  that  the  firft  converts  to  Chriftianity  by  Bifhop 
Wilfred  were  there  baptized. 

Tombs  of  the  *n  a  ^de  chapel  are  two  tombs,  with  figures  in  armour 
Oglanders.  carvea»  jn  wood.  The  Editor  of  the  Hiftory  of  the  Isle  of 
Wight  thinks  them  to  have  been  memorials  of  Sir  John  Oglan- 
der  and  his  fon  Sir  William  ;  but  as  I  find  no  trace  of  figures, 
cut  in  fimilar  materials  later  than  the  fixteenth  century,  I 
imagine  that  to  have  been  a  miftake  of  the  perfons.  This 
Family  has  pofiefled  the  manor  of  Nunwell  ever  finee  the 
Conqueft  ;  the  firft  of  them,  Richard  Okelandro,  came  with 
the  Conqueror  from  Caen,  and  fettled  here,  where  his  de- 
fendants have  remained  ever  fince.  Sir  William  Oglander 
bart.  refides  at  Nunwell,  the  feat  of  his  anceftors,  moft 
pleafantly  fituated  on  a  beautiful  lawn>  with  the  harbour 
of  Brading  full  in  view* 

Bembridge-  At  the  turning  of  Bembridge-point  begins  Bembridge- 
ledge,  a  very  extenlive  range  of  rocks,  which  commences 
from  the  coaft,  and  ftretches  far  into  the  fea. 

At 
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At  the  fouthern  extremity  of  this  ledge  rifes  a  vaft  chalky  Culver  cuff. 
precipice  called  Culver  Cliff,  from  the  Anglo-Saxon  Culfre, 
a  pigeon,  from  the  abundance  of  thofe  birds  which  make  it 
their  haunt.  Thefe  birds  make  at  a  certain  feafon  moft 
amazing  flights ;  they  come  daily  in  vaft  flocks,  as  far  as 
the  neighbourhood  of  Oxford,  to  feed  on  the  turnip -fields, 
and  return  again  to  thefe  and  Freshwater  Cliffs,  where  they 
pafs  the  night. 

Culver  Cliff  was  alfo  famous  for  a  breed  of  hawks,  of  fo 
valuable  a  kind,  that  in  1564  Queen  Elizabeth  hTued  her 
warrant  to  Richard  Worsley,  efq.  captain  of  the  ifland,  to 
make  diligent  fearch  after  fome  that  had  been  ftolen,  and  alfo 
"  for  the  perfons  faultie  of  this  ftealth  and  prefumptuous 
attempt." 

Abundance  of  auks,  and  other  birds  which  neftle  in  pre- 
cipices, frequent  this  cliff. 

A  bed  of  coal,  about  three  feet  thick,  is  feen  at  the  foot  coal. 
of  this  precipice,  and  dips  to  the  north  :  on  one  fide  of  it  is  a 
vein  of  white  fand  and  fuller's  earth  ;  on  the  other,  one  of  red 
ochre,  appearances  unknown  attending  this  foflil  in  other 
countries :  it  is  feen  in  fome  other  parts  of  the  Isle  of  Wight, 

but 
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but  the  vein  is  fo  thin  as  not  to  anfwer  the  expence  of  work- 


ing. 


Sir  Richard  Worsley  obferves,  at  p.  7,  that  the  bafis  of  the 
ifland  is  a  clofe  black  clay,  which  is  often  difcovered  in  fink- 
ing wells ;  and  that  on  the  coaft  in  Mottiston  parim  it  appears 
at  low  water.  It  is  fo  firm  that  an  oar  cannot  be  forced  into 
it ;  and  after  being  expofed  to  the  air  for  fome  time,  makes 
excellent  whet-ftones. 

Sandown-bay  begins  near  Culver-cliffs  and  bends  far  to 
the  fouth.    Dunnose  forms  the  weftern  horn  of  this  bay, 
and  is  a  well-known  land  to  mariners  :  on  the  eaftern  part 
Sandown-   is  Sa?idow?i-fort,  a  fquare  low  building  with  four  baftions, 

FORT. 

and  a  ditch  placed  near  the  water  edge.  Nature,  in  this  bay, 
has  been  defective  in  her  fortifications,  therefore  Henry  VIIL 
founded  this  fort :  the  more  varies,  being  in  fome  places  a 
hard  land,  in  others  mingles,  and  on  Chale-bay  very  fmall 
gravel,  which  diminishes  gradually  till  it  becomes  fand  ;  and 
this  whole  flip,  as  far  as  Freshwater- bay \  is  dry  at  low  water. 

Appearance  of  In  general  the  fouthern  coaft  is  high,  and  compofed  of 
this  southern  j.oeks  or  eartn>  m  many  parts  cultivated,  in  others  much 

covered  with  brufh-wood  :  fuch  is  Shanklin- chine,  in  the 

parifli 
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parifh  of  Shanklin  ;  the  rocks  are  finely  broken  into  ledges, 
clothed  with  fhrubs  and  bufhes  ;  the  defcent  from  the  land 
extremely  difficult :  mid- way  is  a  fifherman's  cottage,  truly 
fequeftered  from  the  world,  and  adds  greatly  to  the  uncom- 
mon and  romantic  fcenery.  Moft  commonly  the  cliffs  are 
very  fteep  and  naked,  and,  where  not  actually  precipitous, 
in  many  parts  are  not  to  be  afcended  without  great  difficulty. 
The  anchorage  on  this  lide  is  very  indifferent,  and  the  ledges 
of  rocks,  which  run  into  the  fea  to  the  weft  of  Rockey-end, 
are  fufficient  guards  againft  an  enemy, 

A  very  high  ridge  of  hills  run  from  eaft  to  weft,  the  whole 
length  of  the  iiland  ;  at  no  great  diftance  from  the  fouthern 
coaft  flope  down  towards  the  fea,  but  end  fteep,  abrupt,  and 
lofty.  Thefe  hills  are  covered  with  very  fine  grafs ;  multi- 
tudes of  fheep  feed  on  them,  and  yield  a  fleece  equal  in  fine* 
nefs  to  thofe  of  our  moft  celebrated  downs.  About  thirty 
thoufand  Iheep  and  eight  thoufand  lambs  are  fhorn  an- 
nually, and  the  average  of  lambs  annually  exported,  in  three 
years,  was  twenty-three  thoufand. 

This  iiland  produces,  I  have  been  told,  feven  times  the 
quantity  of  grain  neceffary  for  the  fupport  of  the  inhabit 
tants.  On  an  average,  in  three  years,  it  has  annually  ex- 
ported, of  different  kinds,  eight  thoufand  three  hundred  and 

Vol.  II.  x  fe  verity- 
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feventy-four  quarters ;  and,  in  like  fpace,  eleven  thoufand 
feven  hundred  and  fifty-one  quarters  of  flour,  exclufive  of 
what  may  have  been  fent  to  Portsmouth^  Southampton^  and 
Lymington. 

In  the  parifh  of  Shankl'm  I  fmilhed  my  tour  of  1747, 
being  the  fartheff.  I  vifited  on  the  eaftern  part.  I  fhall  now 
crofs  the  ifland,  and  refume  the  journal  of  my  tour  of  1787 
in  a  regular  manner,  and  include  in  it  feveral  places  I  had 
feen  in  my  youthful  ramble,  and  which  I  revifited  in  this 
very  diftant  year. 

On  May  1 6th,  in  the  morning,  I  embarked  from  Ports- 
mouth in  a  Cowes  packet,  and  in  a  moft  turbulent  fea  left  to 
the  right  Fort  Monkton  ;  and  to  the  left  had  the  melancholy 
fight  of  the  top-mafts  of  the  Royal  George^  of  one  hundred 
guns,  which,  on  August  29,  1782,  while  me  was  careen- 
ing with  her  upper  ports  open,  and  many  of  her  guns  re- 
moved to  one  fide  to  bring  it  clofe  to  the  water-edge, 
was  at  once  overfet  by  a  fudden  guft  of  wind,  and  went  in- 
ftantly  to  the  bottom.  The  brave  Rear-admiral  Kemp en- 
felt  was  at  the  time  fitting  writing  in  the  cabin,  and  pe- 
rifhed,  together  with  four  hundred  feamen,  and  about  the 
fame  number  of  women  and  children,  who  had  taken  the 
opportunity  of  the  inactive  ftate  of  the  fhip  to  vifit  their 

friends : 
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friends  :  three  hundred  only  were  faved.  A  tender,  which 
lay  alongfide,  met  a  lingular  fate  :  me  was  drawn  in  by  the 
vortex  made  by  the  unfortunate  mip,  and  never  rofe  again. 
This  fad  accident  was  occafioned  by  the  zeal  of  the  fpirited 
Admiral  for  returning  with  all  pofiible  fpeed  to  the  fervice  of 
his  country,  which  would  not  permit  him  to  take  the  more 
tedious  method  of  careening.  The  Royal  George  was  the 
beft  failer  in  the  navy,  and,  before  (he  grew  old,  carried  the 
heaviefl  metal  ;  fifty-two,  forty- eight,  and  twenty-eight 
pounders.  She  carried  the  talleft  mafts  and  fquareft  canvas 
of  any  English  built  mip  in  the  fervice.  She  was  coveted 
by  every  Admiral,  and  therefore  was  engaged  in  more  actions 
than  any  other.  Lord  Anso?i,  Admiral  Boscawe?i>  and  Ad- 
miral Rodney  had  honoured  her  with  their  flags ;  and  in  her 
the  gallant  Hawhe  fent  to  the  bottom  the  Superbe,  in  the 
ever-memorable  engagement  of  November  1759.  The  moft 
daring  of  Kempenfetis  actions  was  in  the  Victory on  De- 
cember 12,  1 78 1,  when,  to  the  eafl:  of  Ushanty  with 
twelve  fail  of  the  line,  he  fell  in  with  the  French  fleet  of 
eighteen,  four  of  which  carried  one  hundred  and  ten  guns 
each.  They  had  under  convoy  a  large  fleet  of  tranfports 
with  troops  and  all  kinds  of  military  {lores.  He  knew  that 
to  attack  fo  formidable  a  fquadron  would  be  folly  ;  but  de- 
termined, with  a  prefs  of  fail,  to  force  his  way  to  the  tranf- 
ports :  he  accordingly  dafhed  through  the  enemy's  line— 
eighteen  of  the  convoy  {truck  to  him;  and  he  carried  away 

x  2  as 
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as  many  as  the  clofing  of  the  day,  a  hard  gale,  and  thick 
weather  would  permit.  His  manoeuvres  afterwards,  in  face 
of  the  adverfe  fleet,  were  fo  maflerly  as  to  place  him  among 
the  firft.  of  our  feamen,  and  to  caufe  his  lofs  to  be  mo  ft 
poignantly  regretted,  and  his  memory,  to  this  moment,  to 
be  revered  by  his  admiring  country.  His  body  found  its 
tomb  in  the  ill-fated  ihip,  and  a  ccenotaph  in  Stoke  parifh 
(full  in  light)  records  his  moft  uncommon  worth. 


We  took  a  chaife  at  West  Cowes,  and,  after  a  fhort  afcent, 
had  a  full  view  of  the  country  towards  Newport^  four  miles 
diftant :  this  tract  is  prettily  diverlirled  with  groves.  Part 
of  our  road  lay  on  the  Ikirts  of  the  King's  fore  ft  of  Parkhurst ; 
once,  like  IViral  in  Cheshire^  it  was  faid  to  have  been  fo  well 
wooded  that  a  fquirrel  could  have  leaped  through  it  from  tree 
to  tree.  It  is  now  fo  well  cleared  that  nothing  but  bru(h- 
wood  remains  :  it  extends  over  three  thoufand  acres,  and  is 
extra-parochial.  It  borders  on  Norfhwood,  which  received 
its  name  from  its  having  formerly,  like  the  forelr,  been  co- 
vered with  timber.    It  has  had  its  Warden  from  early  times,. 

» 

The  moil: -pleafing  view  in  this  part  of  our  journey  was 
House  or    that  of  the  House  of  Industry a  very  large  building,  founded 
foon  afcer  the  year  1770,  on  ground  granted  by  the  Crown  : 
eighty  acres  were  given  on  a  leafs  of  999  years,  which  is  di- 
vided into  fields  and  gardens,  in  a  manner  bell;  calculated  to 
6  anfwer 
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anfwer  the  pious  purpofe  of  the  foundation*  Every  requi- 
fite  for  the  comfortable  fupport  of  the  aged,  and  for  the  edu- 
cation of  the  young,  is  provided.  There  are  officers  of  every 
nature  :  a  chaplain  attends  twice  a  week  to  take  charge  of 
their  fpiritual  concerns,  and  two  furgeons  and  apothecaries 
fuperintend  their  bodily  infirmities.  The  number  of  poor 
is  generally  about  five  hundred  and  fifty,  but  the  houfe  is 
capable  of  receiving  feven  hundred.  They  are  employed  in 
the  manufacture  of  facks  for  corn  and  flour,  for  which  there 
is  a  great  demand ;  and  in  that  of  woollen  cloth  for  their 
own  cloathing,  dowlas  for  fhirts  and  meeting,  and  flock- 
ings,  all  for  the  ufe  of  the  houfe*.  The  care  taken  of  this 
admirable  inftitution  reflects  great  honour  on  the  inhabitants 
of  the  ifiand,  and  merits  the  practical  attention  of  every  part 
of  Great  Britain^  which  has  not  yet  adopted  the  meritorious 
example, 

Newport  is  the  moft  flourifhing  town  in  the  ifiand,  large  Newport. 
and  well-built,  finely  encircled  with  fertile  hills  chequered 
with  groves.  Four  flreets  extend  eaii  and  weft,  and  two 
north  and  fouth.  The  tide  flows  up  the  river  almofc  to  the 
bridge,  and  brings  large  barges  up  to  the  quay.  Vaft  quan- 
tities of  grain,  the  fiaple  of  the  ifle,  is  fent  down  from 
hence  to  Cowes.     The  principal  market  is  on  Saturday : 

not 

*  War/ley,  19  to  25. 
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not  lefs  than  two  hundred  waggon-loads  of  different  forts 
of  grain  are  brought  to  every  market  for  fale,  amount- 
ing to  fourteen  or  fifteen  hundred  quarters ;  great  part  of 
which  is  made  into  flour  or  malt,  or  bifcuit  for  the  Navy, 
and  the  remainder  is  bought  up  for  exportation  *.  Coals, 
timber,  deals,  and  various  neceffaries  to  fupply  the  (hops,  are 
fent  up  from  the  harbour. 

Church,  The  Church  is  no  more  than  a  Chapel  of  Eafe  to  Carls- 
brook  :  it  even  wanted  a  church-yard  till  the  reign  of  Queen 
Elizabeth^  when  a  peftilence  made  an  overflow  to  the  ceme- 
tery of  the  mother  church.  That  of  Newport  was  founded 
foon  after  the  reign  of  Henry  II.  when  the  inhabitants  chofe 
the  popular  faint,  Thomas  Becket,  for  their  patron.  Hammers, 
fhears,  and  various  mechanical  inltruments,  are  ftill  to  be  feen 
fculptured  on  the  walls,  to  denote  the  profeflions  of  the  con- 
tributors. The  Church  confifts  of  three  aifles,  and  has  a 
good  tower  with  a  peal  of  fix  bells.  The  pulpit  is  of 
wood  highly  carved,  with  the  liberal  arts  and  cardinal  vir- 
tues exprefled  on  the  pannels. 

Sir  e.  Horsey.  The  figure  of  Sir  Edward  Horsey  is  exprefled  recumbent 
on  his  tomb  with  uplifted  hands,  in  the  fupplicatory  pious 
ftyle  of  his  time.    He  is  reprefented  armed,  has  lhort  hair, 

a  fliort 

*  Worjley,  155, 
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a  fliort  ruff  quilled,  and  lies  on  a  well-cut  mat,  beneath  a 
marble  canopy.    The  following  epitaph  fpeaks  his  virtues : 

"  Edvardus  qui  miles  erat  fortiffimus  Horsey 
"  Ve£tis  erat  praefes,  conftans  terraque  marique 
"  Magnanimus,  placid^  fub  pacis  nomine  fortis 
"  Juftitise  cultor,  quam  fidus  amicus  amico 
"  Fautor  Evangelii,  dilectus  principe  vixit. 
"  Munirlcus  populo,  multum  dilectus  ab  omni 
"  Vixit,  et  ut  fancti  fie  ftamina  fan&a  peregit. 

"  Qui  obiit  28  die  Mart  it, 
"  Ann.  Dni  1582. " 

Sir  Edward  was  a  brave  and  fuccefsful  commander,  both 
by  fea  and  land.  He  was  a  particular  favourite  with  the 
worth lefs  Earl  of  Leicester,  and  had  the  difgrace  of  being 
entrufled  with  his  Lordfhip's  clandeftine  marriage  with  Lady 
Douglas  Sheffield.  He  gave  her  away,  and  kept  the  fecret 
fo  well  as  to  enable  the  Earl  to  difown  the  nuptials  when  his 
fancy  led  him  to  another  Fair.  Leicester  rewarded  Horsey, 
with  the  captainmip  of  the  ifle ;  a  truft  he  difcharged  with 
credit  to  himfelf  and  the  fatisfadlion  of  the  iflanders.  It 
appears  that  he  was  very  fond  of  the  fports  of  the  field  ; 
for  he  is  recorded  to  have  flocked  the  country  with  game, 
and  to  have  given  a  lamb  for  every  hare  brought  into  the 
ifland. 

2  In 
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In  this  town  was  held  the  remarkable  treaty  between 
Charles  I.  and  the  CommhTioners  from  the  Parliament,  begun 
September  18,  and  ended  Nov.  28,  1648,  during  his  con- 
finement in  Car  is  brook- castle*  I  refer  the  reader  to  Lord 
Clarendons  account,  v.  210  to  2285  of  the  proceedings 
there,  and  of  the  important  debates  it  gave  rife  to  in  both 
Houfes.  All  was  in  vain  ;  the  army  had  aiTumed  the  de- 
cificn,  and,  in  two  months  annihilating  all  legal  power, 
brought  his  Majefty  to  the  block. 

Carisbrook        Carisbrook  lies  a  mile  north -weft  of  Newport^  and  is  the 

Village  and  > 

Church.        parent  parifli.     The  village  and  the  cnurch  are  very  prettily 
feated,  environed  with  trees  in  a  bottom  at  the  foot  of  the 
celebrated  caftle.    Prior  to  the  prefent  church  was  another 
of  Saxon  origin,  and  called  the  Church  of  the  Manour, 
meaning  of  Bouco?nb,  i.  e.  Beau- com  by  or  the  Fair  Valley  % 
the  name  it  bore  before  it  was  changed  for  that  of  Carisbrook* 
I  cannot  but  fufpe&  that  the  Britons  were  the  fir  ft  who  for- 
tified this  fpot;  for  the  Car,  in  the  prefent  name,  fecms  to 
have  been  corrupted  from  Caer,  the  British  adjund  to  every 
fortified  place,    The  church  is  greatly  reduced  from  its 
original  iize  ;  but  the  Iteeple,  with  Gothic  arches  and  em- 
battled tower,  remain  proofs  of  its  former  beauty.    On  one 
part  is  a  rude  figure  of  a  kneeling  woman,  with  fix  uncouth 
figures  of  men  and  women  behind. 

On 
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On  a  wooden  tablet  is  painted  a  (hip,  with  a  man  [WiU 
lia?n  Keeling)  fitting  on  the  deck.  Above  his  head  is  a 
Crown  of  Glory ;  on  the  fails  is  the  word  Fidem  ;  on  the 
compafs,  Verbum  Dei  ;  and  on  the  anchor,  Spes.  He  had 
been  Groom  of  the  Chamber  to  James  I.  and  General  for 
the  Honourable  East  hidia  Adventurers,  where  he  was 
employed  in  three  voyages.  Purchas,  in  Vol.  I.  from  page 
1 88  to  203^  gives  the  full  account  of  one  of  his  voyages.  It 
began  from  the  Downs,  about  April  1,  1607.  He  failed  by 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  to  the  Common  Ifles,  and  from 
thence  to  the  Isle  of  Bandu,  one  of  the  Spicey  Iflands.  The 
Dutch  mewed  great  jealoufy  on  his  arrival :  notwithftanding 
the  many  interruptions  he  met  with  from  them,  he  obtained 
a  lading  of  nutmegs  and  mace ;  but  the  Dutch  having 
made  peace  with  the  natives,  and  built  a  fort,  he  found  it 
prudent  to  depart,  and  arrived  in  England  in  May  1 6 1  o. 
He  died  in  this  Hie,  aged  forty-two,  September  19,  1619. — - 
The  reader  will  not  be  difpleafed  with  his  epitaph  : 

Fortie  and  two  years,  in  this  veffel  fraile, 
"  On  the  rough  feas  of  life  did  Keeling  faile; 
"  A  merchant  fortunate,  a  captain  bould, 
**  A  courtier  gracious,  yet  (alas  !)  not  old  : 
"  Such  wealth,  experience,  honour,  and  high  praife, 
44  Few  winne  in  twice  fo  manie  years  or  daies. 
"  But  what  the  world  admired,  he  deemed  but  drofle, 
"  For  Chr'ijl ;  without  Chrift,  all  his  gains  but  lofle  : 
<k  For  him  and  his  dear  love  with  merrie  cheere 
"  To  the  Holy  Land  his  laft  courfe  he  did  fteere  ; 
Vol.  II.  y  "  Faith 
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"  Faith  ferved  for  fails,  the  Sacred  Word  for  cord, 

"  Hope  was  his  anchor,  Glorie  his  reward  : 

**  And  thus  with  gates  of  grace,  by  happy  venter, 

"  Thro'  {traits  of  Death,  Heaven's  harbour  he  did  enter." 

Friory.  The  adjacent  Priory  was  founded  by  William  Fitz-Osborn 
earl  of  Hereford*  foon  after  the  Conqueft,  and  beftowed 
by  hjm  on  the  Abbey  of  Lyra  in  Normandy,  founded  by 
himfelf,  which  he  was  fo  fond  of  as  to  bellow  on  it  flx 
other  churches  within  this  ifland. 

It  is  faid  that  the  inhabitants  ufed  to  boaft  that  they  * 
had  not  among  them  monks,  lawyers,  wolves  nor  foxes  f . 
The  two  laft  may  be  true,  the  two  firft  not ;  for,  befides  the 
great  Abbey  of  Quarr  or  Quarraria,  weft  of  Ride,  they  had 
not  fewer  than  fix  Priories  or  other  monaftic  houfes  :  but 
in  refpect  to  lawyers  it  was  (temporarily)  moft  exact ;  for, 
during  the  captainfnip  of  Sir  George  Carey i.  e.  from  1588 
to  1603,  £C  no  fooner  did  an  attorney  appear  in  the  ifle, 
"  but  he  was,  by  his  command,  with  a  pound  of  candles 
Ci  hanging  at  his  breech  lighted,  with  bells  about  his 
"  legs,  hunted  owte  of  the  ifland  J." 

Castle.         The  Cattle  towers  above  the  village  on  a  fmall  eminence  ; 

the  Keep,  on  an  artificial  one  riilng  above  the  other. — 
The  founder  was  Fitz-Osbom  ;  but  probably  there  had  been 

a  Saxon 

*  Worjley,  p.  163.    f  Same,  p.  176\    %  Same,  p.  107. 
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a  Saxon  fortrefs  on  the  fite  previous  to  the  Conqueft,  the 
artificial  mount  being  a  certain  indication  of  its  having  been 
the  work  of  that  people.  The  Norman  Caftle  took  in  no 
more  than  the  fpace  of  an  acre  and  a  half ;  it  was  of  a  fquare 
form,  with  rounded  angles,  and  the  bafe  furrounded  by  a 
fofs  ;  the  Saxon  Keep  had  alfo  its  fofs.  Much  of  this  Caftle 
is  deftroyed,  or  very  ruinous :  the  noble  gateway  yet  re- 
mains, confifting  of  a  great  round  tower  on  each  fide. — 
Thefe  buildings  have  been  often  reftored ;  that  in  queftion 
is  faid  to  have  been  rebuilt  by  Lord  Widville^  in  the  reign  of 
Edward  IV.  \  other  parts  had  long  before  undergone  repairs 
by  Mont  acute  earl  of  Salisbury ',  in  the  time  of  Richard  II. 

The  wells  of  this  fortrefs  are  very  remarkable.  One  had 
been  three  hundred  feet  deep  ;  but  it  is  faid  that  great  part 
had  been  filled  up  as  ufelefs  :  this  is  in  the  polygonal 
tower  of  the  Keep.  The  other  is  in  the  Caftle-yard,  of 
the  depth  of  two  hundred  feet :  a  pin  dropped  into  this 
well  I  heard  fall  moft  diftin&ly.  The  water  is  drawn  up 
by  an  afs  that  walks  very  orderly  into  the  great  wheel, 
which- it  paces  round.  I  was  told,  that  the  predecefTor  to 
the  animal  now  in  office  difcharged  its  duty  for  the  fpace  of 
forty  years ;  I  have  heard  feventy  years. 

The  Chapel  of  St.  Nicholas  was  coeval  with  the  Caftle ;    Chapel  01 

St.  Nicholas.- 

y  2  was 
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was  confiderably  endowed,  and  efteemed  parochial,  for  the 
prefent  church  in  the  village  was  conventual.  It  is  long 
fince  any  fervice  has  been  performed  within  its  walls :  at 
length  it  grew  quite  ruinous,  but  was  rebuilt  by  the  Crown 
in  1738,  being  the  place  in  which  the  Governor  or  his 
Steward  adminifters  the  oaths  to  the  Mayor  of  Newport.  It 
is  a  vicarage  ;  the  Crown  pays  to  the  incumbent  (who  is  ap- 
pointed by  the  Governor)  three  pounds  a  year;  and  he,  in 
fact,  has  a  right  to  appoint  the  Curate  of  Newport,  but  he 
leaves  that  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  town. 

The  more  modern  fortifications  were  added  by  Queen 
Elizabeth,  on  the  fame  plan  as  the  Citadel  of  Antwerp  >  by 
the  Italian  engineer  Genebella.  Thefe  inclofe  twenty  acres, 
and  the  antient  fortrefs.  They  are  pentagonal,  are  faced 
with  ftone,  and  defended  alfo  by  a  deep  fofs. 

Notwithstanding  the  ifland  was  frequently  invaded,  I 
never  find  that  the  Caftle  was  ever,  more  than  once,  regu- 
larly befleged,  which  was  in  1377,  when  it  was  attacked 
by  the  French-,  but  it  was  fo  gallantly  defended  by  Sir  Hngfy 
Tyrrely  that  they  were  obliged  to  retire  with  vaft  lofs. 

The  Parliament,  very  foon  after  its  unhappy  rupture  with 
the  King,  made  thernfelves  mafters  of  this  fortrefs,  and  ap- 
pointed 
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pointed  Captain  of  the  ifland,  in  1642,  their  obfequious  tool 
the  notorious  Philip  earl  of  Pe?nbroke,  from  which  time  the 
whole  ifland  remained  in  their  power.  Colonel  Hammond 
was  his  fucceflor  in  1647.  ^  was  *n  t^iat  ^iar^es 
repofed  fuch  imprudent  confidence  on  his  efcape  from  the 
army,  and  placed  himfelf  under  the  protection  of  the  Colo- 
nel, without  the  leaf!:  ftipulation,  or  even  previous  notice. 
This  ftep  proved  fatal  to  his  Majefty  :  from  that  time  he  re- 
mained clofe  prifoner,  even  to  the  fad  conclufion  of  his 
life.  The  account  of  his  confinement,  of  his  attempt  to  Charles  l 
efcape,  and  his  final  removal,  are  given  by  our  hiftorians  *. 
To  them,  therefore,  I  refer  the  narrative,  which,  entertaining 
as  it  is,  is  too  prolix  for  a  work  of  this  nature.  Let  me  only 
add,  that  the  fide  in  which  the  unhappy  Monarch  was  im- 
prifoned  is  quite  ruinous.  The  window  through  which  he 
attempted  to  efcape  is  ftill  to  be  feen  ;  but  the  iron  bars  that 
cbftru&ed  his  paiTage  have  long  fince  been  taken  away. 

This  caftle  was  the  refidence  of  the  Governors  or  Cap- 
tains of  the  ifland,  who  lived  here  with  great  hofpitality. — 
Isabella  de  Fortibus  maintained  here  great  dignity  and  ftate, 
and  feveral  of  the  Captains  are  recorded  to  have  fupported 
their  charge  highly  to  their  honour. 

After  the  death  of  Charles  I.  it  was  ufed  as  a  prifon  by 

the 
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the  ufurper  Cromwell,  and  continued  as  a  place  of  confine- 
ment by  Charles  II.  I  ought  to  mention,  that  the  Duke  of 
Gloucester,  and  the  Princefs  Elizabeth,  fon  and  daughter  of 
Charles  I.  after  the  murder  of  their  father,  were  imprifoned 
here.  They  were  jfirft  committed  to  the  charge  of  the  Coun- 
tefs  of  Leicester,  and  lived  with  her  at  Penshurst  *,  and  the 
liberal  fum  of  three  thoufand  pounds  a  year  was  allowed  for 
their  maintenance  f.  This  totally  falfifles  the  report  that  the 
Republicans  intended  to  bind  Lady  Elizabeth  apprentice  to 
a  button-maker.  They  were  foon  after  removed  to  this 
caftle,  where  Mr.  Mildmdy  was  chaplain.  The  Duke  of 
Gloucester  was  attended  there  by  his  tutor  Mr.  Lovel,  and 
feems  to  have  been  treated  with  humanity.  The  Duke  was 
fct  at  liberty  by  the  advice  of  Cromwell:  five  hundred 
pounds  was  paid  out  of  the  Treafury  to  defray  the  expence 
of  tranfporting  himfelf  out  of  England.  Elizabeth  died  in 
confinement,  September  8,  1650,  and  was  interred  in  New- 
port church  on  the  24th,  aged  15.  In  the  regifter  is  this 
memorial  : — "  Burials,  September  1650,  Elizabeth,  daughter 
of  King  Charles — 24."  Lord  Clarendon  fays,  that,  according 
to  the  charity  of  the  time  towards  Cromwell,  it  was  faid  fhe 
was  poifoned ;  but  the  noble  hiflorian  candidly  gives  no 
credit  to  the  report.  It  is  mofr.  probable,  that,  according  to 
SandfordX,  fhe  died  of  a  broken  heart. 

On 
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On  examining  the  ground  to  fix  on  a  proper  fpot  whereon 
to  build  a  vault  for  the  interment  of  a  brother  of  the  Earl  of 
Delaware,  the  coffin  and  urn  containing  her  remains  were 
found,  Oct.  24,  1 7 93 j  in  a  very  perfect  ftate.  On  the  lid  of 
the  coffin  is  infcribed  :  "  Elizabeth,  fecond  daughter  of 
the  late  King  Charles,  deceafed  Sept.  8,  1650." — The  an- 
nexed print  is  from  a  drawing  made  on  the  fpot,  obligingly- 
communicated  by  Richard  Bull,  Efq.  who  faw  the  vault  and 
coffin  in  the  ftate  reprefented. 

The  chalk  in  thefe  parts  is  quite  hard  and  mattery,  and  Chalk. 
does  not  mark  like  common  chalk,  nor  is  it  burned  for  lime. 
It  is  called  here  marl,  and  is  ufed  by  the  farmer  as  fuch. 
Twenty  waggon  loads  are  laid  on  an  acre,  and  ground  well 
marled  will  find  the  good  efTe&s  twenty  years  ;  but  after 
that,  the  application  of  it  a  fecond  time  will  anfwer  no  other 
purpofe  than  making  a  fiiff  foil  work  rather  more  free. 

May  27th  we  continued  our  journey  foutherly,  and,  de- 
fcending  into  a  bottom,  pafied  by  the  houfe  of  Gatcomb, 
the  feat  of  Edward  Meux  Worsley,  Efq.  ahandfome  modern 
houfe,  and  by  the  adjacent  church,  both  prettily  fituated,  in 
a  good  country,  amidfl  very  beautiful  groves  :  at  the  dis- 
tance of  three  miles  and  a  half  we  reached  the  village  of 
GodskU/,  in  a  fimilar  fituation,  and  equally  pleafing.  G-ob&hill. 
1  The 


FROM  DOVER  TO  THE  LAND'S-END 


The  Church  is  feated  on  an  eminence  infulated  by  a  rich 
bottom  clothed  with  trees.  It  was  one  of  the  fix  churches 
given  by  William  Fitz-Osborn  to  the  Abbey  of  Lyra.  The 
tower-fteeple  appears  above.  Within  are  various  monu- 
ments ;  the  moft  antient,  of  Sir  John  Leigh,  and  his  Daughter 
heirefs  of  John  Hacket.  Under  a  rich  Gothic  arch  are  their 
figures  recumbent ;  their  feet  reft  on  the  backs  of  wolves.  On 
the  borders  of  the  Lady's  robe  are  the  arms  of  the  Hackets : 
on  each  iide  of  her  is  a  Child  :  on  the  top,  above  the  arch, 
are  three  Angels  holding  fhields,  with  fome  antient  let- 
ters infcribed  on  them.  Hacket  died  in  the  reign  of 
Henry  VIIL 

The  next  monument  is  of  Sir  James  Wbrsley  and  his 
Lady  :  fhe  was  the  daughter  of  Sir  John  Leigh.  They  are 
reprefented  kneeling  under  an  architrave  fupported  by  two 
Ionic  pillars. 

The  next  is  of  Sir  Robert,  who  died  in  the  year  1747, 
and  his  brother  He?iry  Wbrsley,  thelaft  Governor  of  Barba- 
does,  who  departed  this  life  in  March  1740.  Their  bufts 
are  placed  on  a  Sarcophagus  :  the  pediment  is  fupported  by 
pillars  of  marble  veined,  with  the  figures  of  Hope  and  For* 
titude  on  the  fides. 

A  mural  monument  of  Captain  Richard  Worsley,  fon  of 
Sir  James,  has  on  each  fide  a  fluted  pillar.  This  has  a  long 
infcription,  which  I  tranfcribe,  as  it  is  hiftorical  of  the  Fa- 
mily, 
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mily,  and  particularly  gives  an  account  of  the  unfortunate 
youths  deftroyed  by  the  exploiion  : 

"  Ricardo  Worsley,  armigero,  nuperinfulae  Vectis  praefec"to,unico 
"  fratri  fuo,  filio  primogenito  Jacobi  Worjley  de  Worjley-hall,  in  provincia 
"  Lancaftriae  oriundi  equitis  aurati,  ejufdem  item  infulas  olim  prasfecti,  ex 
"  Anna  fil'ia  Johannis  Ley,  equitis  aurati,  apud  Appuldor  combe,  in  eadem 
M  infula  nata,  Johannes  Worjley  armiger  pofuit. 

44  En  pia  Worfelei  lapis  hie  tegit  offa  Ricardl 

44  Vectis  prasfectum  quern  gemit  ora  fuum, 

44  Et  patriae  charus  dum  vixit  et  utilis  idem 

44  Mortuus  in  patria  nunc  tumulatur  humo, 

45  Quern  pater  adverfa  materque  afpe&at  in  urna, 
44  Matris  et  in  medio  fpedtat  uterque  parens. 

44  Ad  latus  hie  nati  pueri  duo  forte  perempti.  •  J 

44  Praepropera  infefti  pulveris  igne  jacent. 
44  Felices  omnes  vel  quos  fors  dira  coegit 
44  Triftia  funeflis  claudere  fata  rogis. 
44  Appeldercombus  genuit,  rapuitque  ;  fepulchrum 
44  Offa  habet :  Hinc  animas  vexit  ad  aftra  Deus. 
44  Obiit  idem  Ricardus  die  1 2  Matt,  A.  Dni  1565;  Johannes  et  Georgius, 
44  filii  di£ti  Ricardl,  obierunt  6  die  Septembris,  A.  Dni  1567. 


The  houfe  of  Appuldor  combe,  long  the  refidence  of  the  appu 
Worsley    is  about  a  mile  from  Godshill.    The  iituation  is  C0MBE" 
truly  fine,  on  the  plain  of  a  delicious  park,  in  the  midft  of 
an  amphitheatre  of  fmooth  and  verdant  hills,  ornamented 
with  beeches  of  a  great  fize,  and  venerable  oaks  that  cover 

Vol.  II.  z  the 
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the  fide  of  the  noble  Hope  riling  behind  the  houfe  to  a  vaft 
height,  and  terminating  in  a  fummit  that  commands  a  moft 
extenlive  and  magnificent  profpecl.  From  hence  are  feen 
the  road  of  St,  Hele?is,  Spithead,  Portsmouth,  and  the  riling 
downs  beyond  ;  Bembridge-cliffs,  and  Evading,  and  Fresh- 
water-cliffs,  hardly  to  be  paralleled  for  their  height  of  chalky 
precipice  \  and  beyond  them,  the  Dorsetshire  fhore,  and  the 
Isle  of  Portland.  On  one  of  the  fummits  the  prefent  Baronet 
gratefully  erected,  in  1774,  an  obeliik  in  honour  of  his  grand- 
father Sir  Robert,  who  was  the  founder  of  the  prefent  houfe, 
and  who  died  in  1747.  About  a  mile  diftant,  on  the  fum- 
mit of  a  rocky  hill  in  New  church  parilh,  is  a  ruinous  caftle 
called  Cooke  s  Castle,  which,  from  the  houfe,  forms  an  agree- 
able object. 

Sir  Robert  left  behind  him  a  drawing  of  the  old  manflon, 
which,  by  the  print  placed  at  page  180  of  the  Hiftory  of  the 
Ifle,  appears  to  have  been  a  venerable  pile.  Beneath  is  an 
infcription  dated  1720,  beginning  thus — "  Appul dor  combe, 
as  I  found  it  in  1690,  and  of  which  I  have  not  left  a  ftone 
ftanding." — He  adds  the  etymology,  but  makes  combe  de- 
rived from  the  Saxon,  whereas  it  is  true  British,  fignifying 
a  hollow  or  recefs  in  the  fide  of  a  hill ;  the  whole  word  may 
be  derived  from  our  antient  tongue,  Ypwlly  dwry  cwm,  or 
the  pool  of  water  in  the  cwm  or  hollow  of  the  hill, 

2  Sir 


FROM  DOVER  TO  THE  LAND'S-END. 


Sir  Robert  began  to  rebuild  it  in  i  710,  but  left  it  very  much 
unfinimed.  It  was  completed  by  the  prefent  owner  in  a  mag- 
nificent ftyle,  and  with  diftinguifhed  tafte,  and  the  elegant 
manner  with  which  the  grounds  are  laid  out  does  him  equal 
credit :  on  the  whole,  it  may  be  ranked  among  the  firft-rate 
places  of  our  country. 

The  manor  of  Appuldorcombe  belonged  to  the  Abbey  of 
Montsburg.  After  various  matters  it  fell  to  Sir  James  IVors- 
ley  of  IVorsley-hall  in  Lancashire,  by  his  marriage  in  1 5 1 1 
with  Anne  daughter  of  Sir  John  Leigh  of  More  in  Derby- 
shire^ the  fame  who  is  interred  in  Godshill.  The  Worsleys 
came  in  with  the  Conqueror,  and  fettled  in  Lancashire  2 
their  great  anceftor,  Sir  FJias  de  Workesley,  as  they  were 
then  called,  took  up  the  Crofs  and  went  into  Palesti?ie, 
where  he  fought  many  battles  againft  the  Infidels,  and  died 
and  was  interred  in  the  Isle  of  Rhodes. 

A  fele&ion  from  the  principal  paintings,  fculptures,  and 
drawings  in  the  houfe  at  Appuldorcombe,  cannot  fail  being 
acceptable ;  fome  of  the  former,  and  all  of  the  two  latter, 
have  been  collected  by  the  prefent  Baronet ;  the  drawings 
made  by  an  eminent  Artift,  under  his  own  infpection,  during 
the  years  1785,  1786,  and  1787,  parTed  in  Italy,  Spain, 
Greece,  Egypt,  Asia  Minor,  and  Tartary.    The  collection 
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is  made  with  judgment  and  at  a  very  liberal  expence,  and 
with  an  indefatigable  induftry  hardly  to  be  paralleled.  Sir 
Richard  freighted  a  fhip,  at  his  own  coft,  to  export  himfelf 
and  fuite  from  place  to  place  as  he  found  it  convenient,  and 
kept  fome  excellent  Artifts  in  his  train  during  the  whole  ex- 
pedition. The  drawings  of  places  taken  on  the  feveral  fpots 
are  very  numerous,  and  (of  the  kind)  the  finefl:  I  have  ever 
feen,  particularly  the  large  ones  of  Athens  y  Alexandria^  Troy, 
Constantinople ',  the  Pyramids^  &c.  &c. 

The  two  great  landfcapes  in  the  Eating-parlour,  by  Fran- 
cesco Zuccarelliy  are  indifputably  the  finefl;  pictures  he  ever 
made.  They  are  beautiful  in  the  extreme,  and,  as  far  as  Art 
can  mimic  Nature,  complete.  The  room  is  large  and.  lofty  ; 
but  thefe  ftately  pictures  occupy  the  whole  fpace  at  the  top 
and  bottom  of  it.  That  at  the  north  end  is  a  view  of  the 
Veronese  mountains,  with  the  river  Adige  \  and  was  painted 
in  the  year  1744,  for  the  late  Mr.  Hoare  of  Stourhead  in. 
Wiltshire. 

Its  companion  is  a  view  in  Italy and  a  proper  one  in 
every  refpect.  In  this  room  there  are  three  other  pictures 
by  the  fame  mafter ;  that  over  the  chimney  is  admirably 
well  painted  :  there  are  alfo  two  fweet  landfcapes  by  Berg- 
hem  in  the  fame  room, 


In 


FROM  DOVER  TO  THE  LAND'S-END. 


In  the  Athenian  room  hang  two  very  large  and  very  fine 
coloured  drawings  of  Athens,  taken  on  the  fpot  in  the  year 

1785- 

The  picture  over  the  chimney  in  the  Colonnade-room,  by 
Tintoretto,  in  his  belt  manner,  is  very  capital,  reprefenting 
the  confecration  of  a  Bifhop,  with  the  portrait  of  Paul  HI. 
who  officiates.  The  figures  are  as  large  as  life.  In  the 
fame  room,  among  others,  are  the  following  pictures,  viz. 

A  portrait,  on  a  thick  pannel,  of  Henry  VIII.  by  Holbein, 
which  Mr.  Walpole  thought  was  one  of  the  beft  of  that 
King ;  and  is  probably  original,  as  it  was  prefented  by  that 
Monarch  to  Sir  Ja?nes  Worsley,  then  Governor  of  the  Isle  of 
Wight,  after  a  viiit  he  made  him  at  Appuldor combe-park. 

A  three-quarters  picture  of  a  woman  in  a  great  ruff, 
called  Queen  Elizabeth,  in  the  robes  of  a  Chancellor  of 
Oxford  ;  it  came  from  the  Palace  at  Kensington :  be  it  of 
whom  it  may,  'tis  certainly  a  curious  picture,  but  has  no 
character  of  Queen  Elizabeth's  countenance.  It  feems  a 
Flemish  portrait,  and  very  much  refembling  the  print  Mr. 
Bull  has  got  of  Isabella  wife  of  Albert  archduke  of  Austria ; 
or  perhaps  it  may  be  Queen  Mary,  by  Sir  Anthony  Morer 
who  was  fent  over  to  paint  her  pidhire :  it  refembles  her  a. 
great  deal. 

An  half-length  of  Roxalana,  a  Venetian,  in  the  Georgian 
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drefs.  After  having  lived  feveral  years  with  Soliman  II 
he  married  her,  and  fent  to  the  Doge  of  Venice  for  a  painter 
to  make  her  portrait.  Gentili  Bellino  was  difpatched  to 
Constantinople,  and  painted  this  picture  there.  She  died 
1561  . 

The  portrait  of  Hobbes  of  Malmesbury,  by  Vandyke ;  a  fine 
picture. 

The  Duke  of  Suffolk,  and  the  Queen  Dowager  of  France, 
widow  of  Louis  XII.  and  afterwards  married  to  the  Duke 
of  Suffolk.  At  the  bottom  of  the  picture  are  the  well-known 
lines,  "  Cloth  of  gold  do  not  defpife,"  &c.  It  is  a  fmall 
picture  on  pannel,  and  is  fuppofed  to  have  been  painted  by 
John  cle  Mabuse. 

A  portrait  of  Sir  Henry  Neville,  on  pannel.  He  was  Am- 
baflador  from  Queen  Elizabeth  to  the  Court  of  France,  and 
father  to  Lady  Worsley  wife  of  Sir  Richard  Worsley  Gover- 
nor of  the  Isle  of  Wight,  in  the  fame  reign,  by  Cornelius  Jan- 
sen.  The  portrait  of  the  above  Lady  Worsley,  by  Cornelius 
Jans  en,  alfo  hangs  up  in  the  fame  room. 

A  head  of  the  Earl  of  Southampton,  by  Vandyke. 

A  very  fine  picture  of  the  Annunciation,  by  Guercino,  in 
his  firft  manner,  in  1629  :  it  was  purchafed  from  the  Con- 
fraternity of  the  Holy  Crofs  at  Reggio.  There  is  an  original 
letter  of  Guercino 's  in  Sir  Richard  Worsley  %  houfe,  defcribing 
the  pains  he  had  taken,  and  the  price  of  the  ultramarine 

which 
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which  he  had  ufed  in  finiming  the  drapery  of  this  pic- 
ture. 

In  the  Picture  Cabinet  are  many  good  paintings,  particu- 
larly thofe  which  follow  : — A  view  in  Italy ,  extremely  beau- 
tiful ;  the  figures  by  Nicole*  Poussin,  and  the  landfcape  by 
Gaspar. 

An  old  Joseph  holding  an  infant  Christ  in  his  arms,, 
thought  to  be  a  true  Titian,  and  very  fine  and  valuable. 

The  Stoning  of  St.  Stephen  before  the  gates  of  Jerusalem, 
by  Dominichino  ;  a  very  fine  and  valuable  picture,  in  high 
prefervation. 

A  head  of  Walter earl  of  Essex,  1572,  by  Fred.  Zuccharo, 
A  beautiful  head  of  one  of  the  Medici  family,  by  Carlo 
Dolcii 

A  head  of  the  infamous  Countefs  of  Somerset,  by  Fred, 
Zuccharo. 

A  fmall  whole-length  of  Philip  earl  of  Pembroke,  by  Van- 
dyke. 

A  very  fine  head  of  Pope  Alexander  VI.  by  Titian,  pur- 
chafed  at  Granada  in  Spain,  his  native  country.  The  epi- 
taph, written  by  Sannazarius,  well  defcribes  his  character  1 . 

44  Fortaffe  nefcis  cujus  hie  tumulus  fiet, , 

"  Adfta  viator,  ni  piget. 
"  Titulam,  quam  Alexandri  vides,  haud  illius 

"  Magni 
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"  Magni  eft,  fed  Imjus  qui  modo 
"  Libidinofa  fanguinis  captus  (iti, 

"  Tot  civitates  inclitas, 
"  Tot  regna  vertit,  tot  duces  letho  dedit 

*'  Natos  ut  impleat  fuos. 
*'  Orbem,  rap'mis,  ferro,  et  igne  funditus 

*'  Vaftavit,  haufit,  eruit : 
<c  Humana  jura,  nec  minus  caeleftia, 

"  Jpfofque  luftulit  Deos: 
ff  Ut  fcilicet  liceret,  heu  fcelus,  Patri 

"  Natae  finum  permingere, 
"  Nec  execrandis  abftinere  nuptiis 

"  Timore  fublato  femel." 

A  head,  by  Raphael,  of  Amhrosio  Caradosso,  Engraver  to 
Pope  Julius  the  Second,  and  the  Friend  of  Raphael.  This 
celebrated  Artift  cut  upon  a  diamond  the  four  Doctors  of  the 

Church  in  intaglio,  which   Garzon  informs  us  was 

purchafed  by  Julius  the  Second  for  40,000  Roman  crowns. 

A  very  curious  fmall  picture  of  Edward  VI.  by  Holbein, 
He  is  very  young,  and  has  a  rattle  in  his  hand  ;  and  at  the 
bottom  of  the  portrait  are  feveral  lines,  all  in  capitals,  fub- 
fcribed  Ricardi,  Mori,  Carmi?ia. 

In  the  Veltibule  is  a  curious  antique  painting  in  fresco, 
cut  from  the  wall  of  a  temple  in  Adrians  villa  near  Tivoli, 
reprefenting  Glaucns  making  love  to  Scylla,  who  is  (landing 

on 
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on  the  fea  (Lore.  The  Painter  feems  to  have  chofen  for  his 
fubject,  that  period  of  time  when  Glaucus'\%  reproaching  the 
"Nymph  for  her  want  of  affection,  fo  elegantly  defcribed  by 
Ovid: 

"  Quid  tamen  hiec  fpecies,  quid  difplacuifte  marinis, 
"  Quid  juvat  efTe  Deum,  (i  tu  non  tangeris  iftis  :*' 

Over  the  chimney,  in  the  Library,  is  a  curious  picture  by 
Murillo,  (called  the  Spanish  Vandyke^)  which  reprefents  Cleo- 
patra applying  the  afp  to  her  bread  :  it  was  prefented  to  Sir 
Richard  IVorsley,  by  a  nobleman  at  Granada  in  Spain,  in  the 
year  1783,  in  whofe  family  it  had  been  more  than  a  cen- 
tury :  it  is  a  beautiful  compoiition  ;  and  one  cannot  help 
applying  the  lines  in  Shakspeares  Play  of  Antony  and  Cleo- 
patra, Sc.  VI* 

"  Peace  !  peace  ! 
"  Doft  thou  not  fee  my  baby  at  my  bread:, 
"  That  fucks  its  nurfe  afleep  r" 

In  the  fame  room  are  the  pictures  of  Philip  IF.  of  Spain, 
and  Isabella  of  Bourbon,  whole  lengths  on  horfeback, 
brought  from  Granada,  and  painted  by  Velasquez,  much  in 
the  manner  of  Rubens.  There  are  prints  of  both  pictures 
well  etched. 


In  the  Inner  Library  is  a  good  whole  length,  by  Sir  Joshua 
Vol.  II.  a  a  Reynolds, 
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Reynolds^  of  the  prefent  Right  Honourable  Six  Packard  Wors- 
ley,  drefTcd  in  the  uniform  of  the  Hampshire  militia  ;  and  the 
fame  room  contains  feveral  other  valuable  paintings. 

In  Sir  Richard's  Dreiuno-room,  aclioinincr  are  fome  fine 
and  curious  drawings,  taken  by  a  very  refpectable  Artift. 
under  the  Baronet's  own  infpcdtion. 

I  recollect  a  fmall  drawing  of  the  Pits  where  the  Mum- 
mies are  found  near  Cairo  ;  alfo  a  fine  view  of  the  Pyramids, 
and  the  head  of  the  great  Sphinx. 

Likewife  a  large  view  of  the  Ruins  of  the  Gymnasium  at 
Alexandria  Troasm  Asia  Minor.  There  are  alfo  the  fol- 
lowing valuable  drawings,  finely  executed  upon  a  large  fcale, 
viz. 

A  view  of  the  round  Temple  built  by  the  Emprefs  of 
Rnssia  in  the  great  Duke's  garden  at  Paulowski,  and  dedi- 
cated to  Hercules.     A  view  of  the  Aqueduct  of  Justinian^ 
nine  miles  from  Constantinople. 

A  view  of  Constantinople and  the  harbour  called  the 
Golden  Horn. 

Ruins  of  the  Homer  iam,  near  Smyrna. 

Ruins  of  Hierapolis  in  Upper  Phrygia.  Ruins  of  a  grand" 
Temple  at  Corinth ;  and  others  equally  valuable  and  cu- 
rious.. 


Account 
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Account  of  Jbme  of  the  Sculptures  and  Antique  Mo- 
numents at  Appuldorcombe. 

In  the  principal  front  of  the  houfe,  on  each  fide  of  the 
entrance,  (lands  a  curious  antique  Chair  of  white  marble  : 
that  on  the  right  hand,  called  Sella  Thcssalas  is  of  fine  de- 
fign  and  elegantly  ornamented,  and  was  ufed  as  a  common 
fitting  chair ;  that  on  the  left,  ftyled  Sella  Arquata,  was 
ufed  by  the  Philofophers  as  a  ftudying  chair.  They  are 
unique  in  their  kind,  and  came  originally  from  Greece,  as 
appears  by  the  marble,  and  were  dug  up  at  Rome  in  the  time 
of  the  celebrated  antiquary  Fatoius  Orsi/ii,  who  was  the  pur- 
chafer.  From  him  they  became  the  property  of  Sextus 
Qui?itus,  and  were  purchafed  by  the  prefent  owner  when  the 
marbles  in  the  Villa  Negroni,  were  difpofed  of. 

On  the  door  is  an  elegant  Knocker  in  bronze,  found 
among  the  ruins  of  Herculanenm  in  the  year  1787. 

There  are  interefting  marbles  and  bafs-relievo's,  many  of 
early  antiquity,  in  almoft  all  the  rooms  below  flairs,  which 
are  arranged  with  elegance  and  judgment :  fomc  little  ac- 
count of  the  principal  ones  may  be  fatisfactory. 


Antique. 
Knocker. 


In  the  centre,  over  the  door  leading  into  the  Eating-room, 

a  a  2  is 
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is  a  nioft  beautiful  ai:d  precious  fragment  in  marble,  found 
at  Alliens  in  the  year  1785,  and  was  brought  to  England 
two  years  afterwards.  It  reprefents  Jupiter  and  Minerva 
receiving  vows  and  {applications  from  an  Athenian  family, 
and  appears,  from  the  dimenfions,  the  ftyle  and  beauty  of  the 
fculpture,  to  have  been  part  of  the  frieze  of  the  cell  at  Par- 
tJienon  at  Athens^  defigned  by  Phidias ,  and  probably  executed 
by  his  bed  fcholars^  Virgil,  in  the  fixth  JEneid,  has  Jeft 
us  a  fublime  idea  of  the  excellency  of  fculpture 

"  Exaudent  alii  fpirantia  mollius  aera, 

M  Credo  equidem  vivos  ducent  de  marmore  vultus."' 

On  the  left  hand,  in  the  fame  room,  is  a  very  interefting; 
monument  in  bafs-relievo,  found  in  the  Athenian  Acropolis 
in  1785  :  it  reprefents  a  Syren  in  affliction  for  having  been 
excelled  by  the  Muses  in  finging.  She  is  reprefented  with- 
out wings,  to  point  out  more  particularly  the  victory  of 
the  Muses,  which  fhe  is  lamenting.  The  Muses,  as  we  are 
told  by  Stephanus  de  Urbibus,  deprived  the  Syrens  of  their 
wings,  and  the  city  of  Aplera  in  Crete  was  called  fo  from* 
this  circumflance.. 

Herm/e.       in  the  Colonnade-room  is  an  exceeding  Ene  Hernia,  or 
Term  of  Sophocles,  found  among  the  ruins  of  the  Prytaneum 
at  Athens  in  the  year  1785  :  it  is  fimilar  to  one  dug  up  at 
Borne  with  the  name  of  Sophocles  upon  it ;  but  the  fculp- 
ture 
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fure  of  the  Roman  Henna  has  been  thought  inferior  to  this. 
Hennce  are  bufts  on  long  quadrangular  bafes,  originally  in- 
vented by  the  Athenians  :  they  were  firft  made  to  reprefent 
Hermes  or  Mercury,  and  deilgned  as  guardians  to  the  fe- 
pulchresin  which  they  are  lodged;  but  afterwards  the  houfes, 
ftreets  and  porticos  of  Athens  were  adorned  with  them,  and. 
rendered  venerable  by  multitudes  of  illuftrious  portraits  of 
Men,  of  Heroes,  and  of  the  Gods. 

On  a  Scagliole  table  in  the  fame  room  is  a  good  buft  of 
Achilles,  dug  up  in  the  Campagna  of  Rome  in  August  1787* 

On  the  other  fide  of  this  room  is  a  bafs-relievo  of  a  female 
figure.  From  the  badnefs  of  the  defign  it  feems  to  be  a 
production  of  the  Romans  when  the  arts  were  declining,  or 
perhaps  an  unfmifhed  work  :  however,  it  is  curious,  as  being 
one  of  the  antient  Stella,  which  were  pillars  placed  on  the 
antient  fepulchres,  with  the  name  of  the  perfon  and  tribe 
to  which  it  belonged.. 

On  the  right  hand  of  the  chimney  is  an  Henna  of  Alci- 
biacles,  of  the  fmefl  Greek  fculpture,  difcovered  in  the  ruins 
of  the  Prytaneum  at  Athens  in  the  year  1785. 

In  the  centre  of  the  room  is  a  large  and  moft  beautiful 
Bull  in  demi-relievo,  weighing  more  than  twenty  hundred  buel. 
weight;  he  is  crowned  with  laurel  leaves,  and  the  vittse 
hang  down  from  the  horns  ;  he  has  a  large  fillet  ornamented 
with  fringe  on  the  back.    The  bulls  reprefented  in  the  trp- 

umphai 
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nmphal  facriflce  on  the  arch  of  Titus  at  Rome  have  fimilar 
ornaments.  It  is  probable  this  bull  adorned  the  front  of 
fome  antient  temple  in  Magna  Grtecia,  having  been  found 
near  the  ruins  of  Crotona  about  three  hundred  years  ago, 
and  much  admired  fince  at  Naples  in  the  Palace  of  the  Duke 
of  Colobrano.  The  beauty,  defign,  elegance  and  expreilion 
of  the  whole  is  wonderfully  fine. 

Uoon  another  Scagliole  table  (lands  a  fine  Greek  buft  of 
the  Guidlan  Venus^  one  of  the  celebrated  and  favourite  pro- 
ductions of  the  chiflel  of  Praxiteles  :  it  was  ufual  with  the 
Antients  to  copy  their  mod  admired  and  efleemed  produc- 
tions ;  and  this  is  probably  one  of  thofe  antient  copies,  the 
fculpture  as  well  as  the  marble  being  the  produce  of  Greece, 
In  the  fame  room  {lands  the  river  Nile  in  white  marble, 
(as  defcribed  by  the  elder  Plii<ostratus,)  leaning  with  his  left 
arm  upon  a  Sphinx y  and  a  it  ream  iffuing  from  under  his  body; 
in  his  right  he  holds  a  cornucopia,  with  fixteen  fmiling  chil- 
dren ;  fome  of  them  are  pointing  to  the  flood  :   the  lixteen 
children  iignify  the  fixteen  cubits  in  height,  the  uttermofl 
of  the  flowing  of  the  Nile,  and  their  fmiling  looks  the  ad- 
vantages received  therefrom.     This  marble  is  very  curious, 
and  in  many  refpects  fimilar  to  the  celebrated  flatue  of  the 
Nile  in  the  Vatican  at  Rome. 

On  the  chimney-piece  are  the  three  following  curiolities : 
—A  frnall  antique  flatue  of  an  Egyptian  Pried,  with  an 

obelifk 
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obelifk.  on  the  back  part  of  it,  covered  with  hieroglyphics. 
This  precious  image  is  of  Egyptian  green  bafaltes,  and  was 
dug  up  on  the  more  near  Mattano  (the  antient  Antiuni)  in 
the  year  1773. 

A  fmall  Herma  of  Sappho,  on  a  column  of  ferpentine 
marble  :  it  was  dug  up  at  Athens  in  the  year  1785. 

A  Imall  Henna  of  Telesphorus,  on  a  column  of  ferpentine 
marble,  from  Egypt.  He  was  by  the  Antients  venerated  as 
the  fon  of  Esculapiusy  and  the  God  of  Convalescence.. 

In  the  Library  ftands  a  moft  beautiful  Greek  group  of 
Bacchus,  leaning  upon  a  Genius.  Perhaps  there  does  not 
exift  a  more  perfect  work  of  Art,  or  any  imitation  of  beauti- 
ful Nature,  more  ltriking,  even  to  the  eye  of  a  common  ob- 
ferver,  than  this  charming  group,  the  material  parts  of  which 
are  in  perfect  good  prefervation. 

The  Priory  of  Appuldor  combe  was  a  Cell  to  the  Abbey  of 
Montsburg  in  Normandy,  given  them  by  Richard  de  Red- 
vers,  founder  of  the  Abbey.  A  Prior  and  two  Monks  were 
kept  here  by  the  Convent,  to  take  care  of  the  profits  of  their 
lands. 


We  crofTed  St.  Boniface's  Down,  in  the  parifti  of  the  fame 
name,  corrupted  to  Bonchurch.    We  defcended  a  very  fteep 
3  road. 
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road  a  mid  ft  broken  cliffs  flipped  down  from  the  greater,  and 
pafTed  by  his  well,  and  by  U?ider  Cliff,  confiding  of  broken 
free-done  difpofed  in  narrow  ftrata,  and  often  clothed  with 
brum- wood.  The  narrow  fpace  between  the  clifls  and  the 
lea  was  extremely  lingular  ;  refembling  a  continuance  of 
narrow  corn-fields  and  pa  It  u  res  divided  with  parallel  tilings 
covered  with  fhrubs,  which,  in  paft  times,  had  fallen  entire 
St. Boniface's  from  the  fuperjacent  cliffs.     St.  Bonifaces  Cottage  is  an 

Cottage.  J  t> 

elegant  little  building  under  the  precipitous  rocks.  We 
were  introduced  into  it,  and  met  with  the  mod  polite  re- 
ception from  Mrs.  Hilly  the  lady  of  Colonel  Hid  the  owner, 
who  made  this  molt  fequeftered  fpot  her  frequent  and  long 
abode, 

Steephill       About  a  mile  further  is  Steephill  Cottage,  another  elegant 

Cottage. 

retreat,  built  by  the  late  Hans  Staidey  efq.  when  Governor  of 
this  Iile.  The  fore-ground  varies  little  from  that  of  the 
former,  with  the  frequent  addition  of  plentiful  orchards ; 
but  the  cliffs,  here  fhagged  with  fhrubs,  afford  a  fine  and 
Brady  canopy  over  the  walks  cut  beneath, 

St.  Laurence.  We  pafTed  next  into  the  parifh  of  St.  Laurence,  fe- 
ci uded  from  the  high  lands  by  weather-beaten  precipices 
oft.n  difpofed  in  double  feries,  The  fcene  becomes  rude 
and  frightful ;  all  the  lower  ground  is  uneven,  formed  from 

the 
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the  ruins  of  the  higher  parts  ;  yet  it  is  finely  cultivated, 
(wherefoever  the  inequality  will  permit,)  in  the  fmall  in- 
clolures,  interperfed  with  vaft  fragments  of  rocks. 

After  a  fhort  ride  we  got  into  the  parifh  of  Niton,  and  as 
it  is  called  Crab-Niton,  from  the  number  of  thofe  cruftacea 
its  rocky  fhores  produce.  The  church,  with  five  others 
in  Hampshire )  were  beftowed  on  Queen ' s  College,  Oxford t 
by  Charks  I.  in  return  for  the  college-plate  beftowed  on  his 
Majefty  in  his  diftrefs. 

We  afcended  to  Niton  village,  which  (lands  on  the  down 
of  the  fame  name,  about  a  mile  up  the  country  :  Rocken- 
point,  in  the  adjacent  parifh  of  Chale,  is  the  extreme 
fouthern  point  of  the  ifland ;  from  thence  the  land  trends 
greatly  to  the  weft  and  to  the  eaft. 

Two  flight  curvatures  are  unworthily  dignified  by  the 
name  of  bays :  fuch  are  thofe  of  Chale  and  Brixton  ;  the 
firft  unhappily  diftinguifhed  by  its  dangerous  navigation  :  it 
is  bounded  by  lofty  and  perpendicular  cliffs.  An  awful 
opening  is  worn  through  the  midft  of  thofe  of  Chale :  an 
immenfe  gully,"  called  the  Black  Gang  Chine,  gives  a  paflage 
to  the  ftrand  beneath,  amidft  vaft  maiTes  of  broken  ground 

Vol.  II.  b  b  and 
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and  disjointed  rocks.  This  originated  from  a  fmall  ffream, 
in  no  place  fo  wide  as  not  to  be  eafily  palled  over  ;  but  which 
in  procefs  of  time  formed  the  chafm,  by  wearing  away  the 
fand  and  clay,  leaving  only  the  folid  rocks. 

The  country-people  in  thefe  parts  once  thought  that  they 
were  pofTerTed  of  a  Pactolian  fand,  for  they  obtained  for  a 
certain  time  fome  gold  duff  from  the  fand  of  the  bay  ;  but, 
from  a  number  of  dollars  having  been  from  time  totime  caff 
on  fhore,  it  was  juftly  fufpected  that  it  came  from  the  wreck 
of  fome  unfortunate  Spanish  fhip. 

From  Niton  Dow?i  we  palled  to  that  of  Chale :  the  cliffs, 
that  here  impend  over  the  more,  confift  of  free-ftone,  and 
St.  Cathe-  are  of  a  tremendous  height.  A  Christian  Pharos  was 
June  s  Tower.  ere<c|;ecj  above  thefe  terrible  precipices,  in  form  of  a  chapel, 
dedicated  to  St.  Catherine^  in  1323,  by  Walter  lord  of  the 
manor  of  Godyton  in  this  neighbourhood,  who  alTigned  cer- 
tain rents  for  a  chaunting  prieft  to  fing  mafs,  and  alfo  to  pro- 
vide light  in  the  Tower  for  the  fafetyof  navigators.  At  the 
DhTolution,  the  prayers  of  the  priefl:,  and  the  more  efficacious 
fecurity  derived  from  the  light-houfe,  were  involved  in  one 
common  ruin.  Neither  of  them  were  ever  reftored  ;  yet  the 
Tower,  ftill  called  St.  Catherine  s  Tower  ^  continues  to  ferve 

as 
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as  a  guide  to  mariners  by  day.  It  was  thought  of  fuch  im- 
portance, of  late  years,  that  it  has  been  thoroughly  repaired, 
and,  in  clearing  away  the  foundation  of  the  chapel,  the  form 
was  difcovered,  and  the  floor  of  the  little  cell  of  the  pious 
prieft  laid  open  to  view. 

This  chapel  flood  feven  hundred  and  fifty  feet  above 
high-water-mark,  and  commanded  a  mofl  extenfive  view  ; 
its  outfide  was  octangular,  its  infide  fquare,  the  top  pyra- 
midal. In  the  two  firft  refpedls  it  has  the  form  of  the 
famous  Roman  Pharos  at  Dover  \  but,  the  finiihing  of  the 
laft  being  loft,  we  can  purfue  the  comparifon  no  further. 

Divines,  who  feek  for  the  completion  of  prophecies,  may 
have  a  more  comfortable  and  authentic  proof,  from  the  re- 
cent appearance  of  SkanMm  Down,  from  the  Tower  of  $L 
Catherine.  Within  memory  of  man,  another,  called  Week 
Down,  interfered  fo  far  as  to  render  the  former  fcarcely  vifi- 
ble  from  the  Tower;  but,  at  prefent,  Shanklin  Down  appears 
from  that  ancient  ftructure  a  hundred  feet  higher  than  that 
of  Week:  fo  that,  in  this  inftance  at  leaf!:,  cc  every  valley  fhall 
be  exalted,  and  every  mountain  fhall  be  made  low."  I  well 
remember  the  infinite  fatisfaction  I  gave  to  a  truly  learned 
and  pious  Divine  on  this  fubjecl:,  by  relating  to- him,  that  the 
later  meafures  of  the  height  of  our  boafled  Snowdon  made 
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it  about  a  hundred  and  fifty  feet  lower  than  it  was  in  the 
preceding  century. 

Being  now  on  the  centre  of  danger,  from,  the  ftorms  and 
tides  of  this  important  coaft,  I  fhall,  from  the  communica- 
tion of  my  worthy  friend  Mr.  Bull,  give  a  hiftory  of  the 
lea,  and  the  new  attempts  of  the  ufeful  Trinity -house  fee* 
teach  the  mariner  to  fhun  thefe  dire  ftiorcs*. 

"  The  high  lands  of  St.  Aldan  s"'  (fays  my  intelligent  cor- 
refpondent)  "  in  Dorsetshire,  and  St.  Catherine  s-point  in  the 
il  Isle  of  Wights  form  a  great  bay,  and,  in  blowing  weather, 
<{  with  the  wind  to  the  fouth-weft,  hardly  any  veffel  that 
M  gets  within  it  efcapes  without  coming  adioit.  To  pre- 
u  vent  this,  the  Trinity-house ,  a  few  years  fince,  erected,  at 
u  the  expence  of  7000L  two  light-houfes,  one  upon  *S/.  Ca~ 
ic  therine 's-hill,  and  one  upon  the  high  downs  ju ft. above  the 
u  Needle  rocks,  and  a  third  upon  Hurst  beach  ;  the  two  laft 
<c  were  lighted  for  the  firft  time  the  29th  of  laft  September^ 
M  but  the  former  has  never,  yet  been  illuminated,.  A  toll 
u  or  duty  of  one  ihilling  for  every  coafting  veffel  palling  the 
"  light  is  collected  by  the  Trinity -house.  British  veffels, 
"  bound  on  foreign  voyages^  pay  one  halfpenny  per  ton  ; 
"  Foreigners,  double.  Sailors  doubt  whether  the  lights  upon 
<s  the  two  high  points  of  the  Needles,  and  St.  Catherine's., 

"  will 
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w  will  anfwer  any  good  pnrpofe.    They  fay,  they  had  been 
"  better  feen  upon  the  beach  than  where  they  are  ;  becaufe, 
w  in  bad  weather,  when  moil  wanted,  thofchigh  hills  are  al- 
"  moil  always  enveloped  in.  clouds,  and  of  courfe  the  lant- 
u  horns  invihble  at  any  little  diftance:  and  that  for  fome  time 
"  to  come  they  may  be  liable  to  be  miilaken  for  the  Portland 
<c  lights  ;  one  fatal  inftanceof  which  has  already  happened, 
"  for,  the  night  before  we  left  the  ifland,  a  Dutch  frigate^ 
<c  of  thirty-fix  guns  and  two  hundred  and  fifty  men,  came 
"  bump  afhore,  (miftaking  the  lights,)  and  was  beat  to  pieces  ; 
"  and  though  moft  of  the  crew  were  faved  at  lafl,.the  furf 
"  ran  fo  high,  it  was  one  night  and  two  days  before  they 
tc  could  be  brought  off.    I  faw  myfelf,  for  four  hours  to- 
{<  gether,  the  Captain's-  wife  and  other  women  waving  their 
cc  handkerchiefs,,  and  mewing  every  fign  of  diflrefs ;  and  I 
"  make  myfelf  believe  I  was  the  means  of  faving  eight  men-, 
"  by  bribing  a  defperate  fmuggler  to  go  off  to  them. in  his* 
"  boat," 

Hunger  began  to  prefs  us:  our  worthy  companion,  Mr. 
Richard  Clarke •,  fuggefted  to  us,  that,  notwithftanding  the 
abfence  of  the  hofpitable  owner,  we  might  find  fome  "  bons 
haniois  de  gueule"  as  Jacques  die  Fouilloux  calls  it,  at  his 
feat  at  Northcourt,  about  five  miles  to  the  north,  in  Shore* 
well parifh  :  we  haftened  there,,  and  found,  to  hungry  men, 

the. 
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the  delicious  rcpaft  of  bacon  and  eggs  ;  and  our  friend  fup- 
plied  us  with  a  bottle  of  excellent  white  wine,  by  his  intereft 
with  the  family  of  the  good  minifter,  Mr.  Got  her,  then  from 
home.  We  here  took  leave  of  Mr.  Clarke  with  regret,  but 
with  a  full  fenfe  of  his  good  fervices  in  the  Ifle,  and  by  his 
various  communications  of  its  hiftory  in  feveral  moft  mate- 
rial points.  We  wifhed  to  go  that  evening  to  the  vaft  cliffs 
of  Freshwater,  but  he  told  us  it  was  impoffible  to  be  done 
in  the  time  we  expected.  Every  petty  traveller  can  effecl: 
poffibilities  ;  I  aim  at  more  :  I  bribed  my  guide,  and  fully 
performed  my  defign. 

jShorwell.       We  paffed  the  village  of  Shorwett  and  its  fpire-fteeple  ; 

from  thence  kept  to  the  north-weft,  and  paffed  by  the  villages 
of  Brixton  and  Mottiston,  the  little  capitals  of  their  refpec- 
tive  parifhes.  In  both  thefe  the  cliffs  lower  considerably  : 
Dangerous  from  them  may  be  feen  the  very  dangerous  groups  of  rocks,  fo 
fatal  to  mariners,  which  jut  in  feveral  places  from  the  beach 
into  the  water,  and  often  arreft  the  {hips,  and  deny  them 
the  chance  of  fafety  by  running  on  fhore.  For  the  lite  of 
thefe,  as  well  as  on  every  topographical  occafion,  I  refer  to 
the  accurate  map  (which  Sir  Eiehard  Worsley  has  favoured 
us  with)  prefixed  to  the  hiftory. 


Rocks. 


Brook. 


We  now  paffed  by  Brook,  feated  in  a  beautiful  vale, 

fprinkled  , 
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fprinkled  with  trees,  and  rich  in  corn.  On  Brook-dow?i  is  a 
circular  fofs  eighty-one  paces  in  circumference,  and  in  the 
middle  a  tumulus :  near  this  circle  were  fix  others  coned,  Tumuli. 
and  each  furrounded  with  a  fmall  fofs.  I  recollect  feeing,  on 
Mottiston-down,  another  placed  folitary.  Thefe  are  memo- 
rials of  fome  bloody  actions  of  the  early  invaders,  Da?ies  or 
Saxons^  who  erected  over  their  flain  thefe  cuftomary  honours ; 
the  firft  poffibly  was  a  refpect  paid  to  fome  mighty  chief- 
tain. 

Brook-clown  extends  to  the  weft,  and  Hopes  from  its  fum- 
mit  to  the  fea  quite  to  Freshwater-gap,  and  again  to  the 
north  towards  Yarmouth.  I  obferve  it  to  have  been  inter- 
fered by  antient  folTes  from  its  higher!  part,  reaching  almoft 
to  the  fea,  and  dotted  with  a  feries  of  numerous  tumuli.. 

Freshwater-bay  commences  at  the  end  of  that  of  Brixton,  Freshwater. 

Bay. 

and  forms  a  deeper  curvature  than  the  others.  From  Brook- 
greeny  its  eaftern  extremity,  is  a  recommencement  of  lofty 
cliffs;  beneath  which,  for  fome  way,  is  continued  a  fine 
fandy  ftrand.  In  the  centre  of  the  bay  is  a  creek  called 
Freshwater-gate,  with  two  vail;  and  rude  columnar  rocks 
riling  out  of  the  fea  immediately  before  its  mouth.  A  little 
beyond  this  creek  rifes  the  river  Yary  which  runs  due  north 
into  the  fea  at  Yarmouth^  and  peninfulates  this  corner  of  the 
2,  ifland  ; 
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ifland  ;  for  the  tide  flows  up  from  Yarmouth  to  within  half  a 
mile  or  lefs  of  the  gap,  in  a  ftraight  hollow.  In  the  map  it 
is  made  to  extend  much  too  near  the  Gate.  In  the  reign 
of  Queen  Elizabeth,  an  earthen  fconce  or  redouht  was  Hung 
up,  for  the  fecurity  of  this  part  of  the  ifland,  at  a  place  called 
•Sharpnore   Sharpnore,  which  coft  fix  hundred  and  fifty-one  pounds 

Sconce. 

eleven  millings  and  twopence  halfpenny:  and,  in  1629,  a 
petition  was  fent  to  the  King,  by  the  chief  Gentry  of  the 
ifland,  for  money  to  repair  the  forts,  and  infulate  Freshwater ; 
by  cutting  through  the  ifthmus,  and  fecuring  the  paffages  by 
draw-bridges  and  half-moons  ;  fo  that  the  inhabitants,  on  any 
irrefiflible  invafion,  might  retire  here  with  their  cattle,  till  a 
power  fufficient  to  repel  the  enemy  could  be  collected  :  but 
the  plan  never  took  effect,  and  the  petitioners  were  only  an- 
fwered  by  fair  words  and  promifes. 

Freshwater      From  Freshwater- gate  commence  clifTs  of  chalk,  perhaps 

C  i.  I F  F  S 

unequalled  in  the  univerfe  for  fplendour,  fublimity,  and  mag- 
nificence of  fcenery.  They  terminate  this  end  of  the  ifland 
with  a  (harp  point,  then  take  a  north- eafterly  direction,  and 
finifh  oppofite  to  Hurst- castle,  at  a  place  called  Cliffs -end* 
It  is  impoffible  to  defcribe  them  more  graphically  than  in 
the  words  of  the  Hiftorian  of  the  ifland,  Sir  James  Worslev. 
page  272,  in  this  animated  manner: 


"  The 
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<c  The  height  of  thefe  cliffs  is  indeed  prodigious,  being 
<{  in  fome  places  fix  hundred  feet  above  the  level  of  the  fea. 
<£  To  form  a  juft  conception  of  their  magnitude,  they  mould 
"  be  viewed  from  the  fea  at  a  diftance  of  about  a  quarter 
££  of  a  mile,  when  the  mo  ft  lofty  and  magnificent  fabrics  of 
"  Art,  compared  with  thefe  ftupendous  works  of  Nature, 
"  Ihrink  in  ideato  Lilliputianfize.  Thefe  cliffs  are  frequented 
££  by  immenfe  numbersof  marine  birds — Puffins,  Razor -bills,  Biros. 
"  JViilcocks,  Gulls,  Cormorants,  Cornish-cliouglis,  Daws, 
"  Starlings,  and  Wild  Pigeons  \  fome  of  which  come  at  Mated 
££  times  to  lay  their  eggs  and  breed,  while  others  remain 
<c  there  all  the  year.  The  cliffs  are  in  fome  places  perpen- 
££  dicular,  in  others  they  project  and  hang  over  in  a  tre- 
££  mendous  manner.  The  fcveral  ftaata  form  many  flielves: 
£c  thefe  ferve  as  lodgments  for  the  birds  \  here  they  fit  in 
££  thick  rows,  and  difcover  themfelves  by  their  motions  and 
££  flights,  though  not  individually  vifiblc.  There  are  many 
C£  chafms  and  deep  caverns  that  feem  to  enter  a  great  way  CaVes. 
<£  into  the  rocks,  and  in  many  places  the  iffuing  of  fprings 
<£  form  fmall  cafcades  of  rippling  waters  down  to  the  fea. 
££  Sheep  and  lambs  are  feen  grazing  in  the  lower  parts  of 
£C  the  cliffs,  near  the  margin  of  the  fea  :  the  cliffs  have 
<£  fometimes  proved  fatal  to  them,  as  well  as  to  other  cattle 
££  who  have  ventured  to  graze  too  near  to  the  edge;  from 
"  which,  hounds,  in  the  ardour  of  the  chace,  have,  to  their 

Vol.  II.  c  c  ££  mutual 
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"  mutual  deftruc"tion,  driven  and  followed  their  game.— 

"  The  country-people  take  the  birds,  that  harbour  inthefe 

"  rocks,  by  the  perilous  expedient  of  defcending  by  ropes 

"  fixed  to  iron-crows  driven  into  the  ground  ;  thus  fuf- 

"  pended,  they  with  fticks  beat  down  the  birds  as  they  fly 

"  out  of  their  holes  :  a  dozen  birds  generally  yield  one. 

<e  pound  weight  of  foft  feathers,  for  which  the  merchants 

"  give  eight-pence.    The  carcaffes  are  bought  by  the  fiiher- 

"  men  at  fix  pence  per  dozen,  for  the  purpofe  of  baiting 
"  their  crab-pots." 

At  the  foot  of  thefe  wondrous  precipices  is  a  bold  fliore, 
but  a  rather  (hallow  fea,  and  faithlefs  rocky  bottom,  in 
depth  about  fix  fathoms,  and  a  little  farther  out  about  eleven  k 
here,  as  well  as  on  the  whole  back  part  of  the  illand^  the 
tide  rifes  only  nine  feet,  and  at  the  Needles  only  eight. 

Thi  Needles.  A  very  fharp  point  of  high  land  forms  the  weftern  end 
of  this  ifland.  This,  being  broken  by  the  fury  of  the  j(ea,. 
was  divided  into  certain  vail:  columnar  white  rocks,  as  is  very 
frequent  off  many  promontories.  The  only  one  which  me- 
rited the  name  of  Needle  was  of  a  cylindrical  fhape,  flender, 
and  rofe  about  a  hundred  and  twenty  feet  above  low-water- 
mark, and  was  called  the  Pillar  of  Lois  Wife,  Some  years 
ago,  the  bafe  being  worn  through  by  the  perpetual  efforts  of 
%  the 
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the  waves,  it  fell  down,  and  totally  difappeared.  Its  figure, 
as  well  as  that  of  the  other  Needles^  is  preferved  in  a  vignette 
to  p.  25  of  the  Hiftoryof  the  Ifland.  Other  views  of  thefe 
columns,  of  the  cliffs,  and  the  magnificent  cave  at  their  bot- 
tom, are  engraven  in  the  fame  work,  and  give  a  good  idea  of 
thefe  fublime  works  of  Nature. 


There  is  a  notion  that  the  men  of  war  are  prohibited  from 
pafiing  through  the  Needles ;  but  the  Lords  of  the  Admi- 
ralty only  defire  the  Captains  to  underftand  that  it  is  a  paf- 
fage  too  hazardous  for  them  to  attempt. 

After  doubling  the  Needles  is  Alum-bay  >  bounded  by  lofty  Alum-Bay, 
chalky  precipices  on  one  fide,  and  on  the  other  with  cliffs 
beautifully  variegated  with  different  colours,  arifing  from  the 
ftrata  of  red  or  yellow  ochres,  fuller's  earth,  and  fands  of  vari- 
ous hues,  among  which  is  a  white  fand  exported  in  great  quan- 
tities to  fupply  our  manufactures  of  the  finer  fort  of  glafs  and 
porcelane  :  abundance  of  copperas-Rones  are  alfo  found  on 
the  fhores,  which  are  fent  in  fhip-loads  to  the  vitriol- works 
near  London.  In  this  bay  is  excellent  anchorage  in  from 
feven  to  ten  fathoms  water.  The  next  bay  is  Tola?zd,  with  a  To  land. 
rocky  bottom  ;  and  thofe  tremendous  rocks,  called  lira?"den- 
ledge ',  bound  it  on  the  north,  and  jut  far  into  the  water. 
Next  to  Toland-bay  is  that  of  Cotwal;  and,  a  very  little  colwal-Ba 

c  c  2  farther, 
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farther,  flood  Worsleys  Tower,  a  fmall  defence  to  this  part, 
named  in  honour  of  Sir  James,  the  Captain  of  the  Ifle,  in  the 
reign  of  Henry  VIII. 

Between  Cliff- end  and  Hurst- castle  in  Hampshire  is  the 
narrower!;  paffage  to  the  main  land,  being  fcarcely  three 
quarters  of  a  mile  broad,  with  thirty-three  and  thirty  fa- 
thoms depth  of  water.  It  hngularly  mallows  to  the  wed, 
even  fuddenly,  firfl  to  twenty,  and  then  from  five  to  ten  fa- 
thoms. This  gut  opens  into  a  ftreight  in  no  part  exceeding 
three  miles  in  breadth,  and  dividing  the  north-weft  part  of 
the  ifland  from  the  New  Forest. 

This  divifion,  or  ftreight,  between  the  Isle  of  Wight  and 
the  New  Forest  in  Hampshire,  is  called  the  Solent  Sea. — 
The  venerable  Bede  calls  it  Pelago  Solvente,  poflibly  from 
its  loofening  or  dividing  the  ifland  from  the  main  land.  A 
moft  lingular  bank,  a  mere  ftripe  of  land,  divides  the  whole 
ftreight  in  two  equal  parts  :  the  eaftern  end  dilates  into  the 
fhape  of  a  pear,  which  is  called  the  Bramble,  and  a  little  to 
the  eaft  of  it  another  called  the  Middle  ;  the  channel  be- 
tween is  noted  on  each  fide  by  a  buoy.  The  other  touches 
the  fpot  on  which  ftands  Hurst  Castle-,  but  a  little  to  the 
weft  of  that  fort  is  another  pyrin- form  fand-bank  called  the 
Shingles  ;  it  confifts  of  loofe  fhifting  gravel,  and  is  more  or 

lefs 
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lefs  dry  at  low  water  according  to  the  ftate  of  the  wind ;  the 
fmall  end  of  which  points  towards  the  long  ftripe,  and  pof- 
fibly  once  united  with  it.  The  channel  to  the  north  of 
this  flight  divifion  is  much  mallow er  than  that  to  the  fouth, 
being  in  parts  only  three  fathoms  deep. 

The  tides  round  this  ifland  are  an  important  piece  of 
knowledge  ;  I  therefore  prefent  the  account  of  them,  as 
drawn  up,  to  gratify  my  curiofity,  by  Richard  Clarke  cf 
Newport,  Efq.  the  Gentleman  to  whom  I  owe  fuch  frequent 
obligations. 

<c  The  tide  (fays  my  ingenious  correfpondent)  at  the  back 
"  of  the  ifland,  in  the  fair  channel,  flows  and  ebbs  pretty 
"  near  equal  ;  but  clofe  in  fhore  it  is  otherwife,  and  varies 
"  in  different  places,  from  different  caufes.  In  the  bay  call- 
"  ed  Chale-hay  there  is  at  leafl  nine  hours  flood,  owing  to 
"  the  ebb  fetting  ftrong  down  from  the  coafl  of  Sussex  in 
<{  a  flraight  direction  to  Du?mosef  and  occasioning  a  kind 
li  of  Magnation  as  it  were,  that  great  body  of  water  be- 
"  tween  the  fouth- weft  point  called  Rockey-cnd  and  the 
"  Needles,  and  thereby  continuing  the  flood  in  this  bay  to 
tc  the  length  of  time  before  mentioned. 

"  The  old  Dutch  charts,  which  are  flill  in  life,  lay  the 

«  Ifland 
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£t  Ifland  a  little  more  to  the  north  than  it  really  is ;  for 
"  this  reafon,  and  that  the  Dutch  vefTels  in  general  are  bad 
"  failers  to  windward,  it  is  that  more  vefTels  of  that  nation 
"  than  any  other  (in  proportion  to  numbers)  are  ftranded 
(i  here. 

"  If  a  veiTel  takes  the  tide  of  ebbs  in  the  {larboard- bow 
"  (meaning  the  off-bow)  coming  up  channel,  when  me 
cc  crofles  this  bay,  me  does  not  make  fo  good  a  courfe,  as  (he 
"  looks  up  for  or  feems  to  do,  by  at  lead  fix  or  feven  points, 
c(  owing  to  the  indraught.  This  may  appear  ftrange,  even 
t(  to  failors ;  but  it  is  neverthelefs  true. 

<{  This  dangerous  bay  of  Ckale,  in  extent  about  three 
C(  miles,  has  a  very  bold  more,  and  here  is  always  a  large 
"  fwell  rolling  in  on  it ;  and  when  that  fwell  is  attended 

with  a  ground  fea,  not  even  a  Newfoundland  dog  can 
*c  gain  the  more,  the  reflux  draws  off  with  fuch  amazing 
' 4  force  with  the  returning  fwollen  waves. 

"  At  Spithead,  and  within  the  Iiland,  the  tide  flows 
€C  about  feven  hours. 

"  The  tide  rifes  at  the  Needles  between  feven  and  eight 
"  feet,  and  at  times  flows  in  within  the  ifland  with  a  velo- 

"  city 
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w  city  mo  ft  aftonifning.  Near  Hurst  Castle  veffels  have 
u  been  known  to  let  go  their  anchors,  and  to  be  run  over  by 
"  the  tide  at  once  down  to  the  bottom. 

"  In  Portsmouth  harbour  the  tide  rifes  about  eighteen- 
$<  feet :  at  Spitkead,  not  fo  much  perhaps  by  two  or  three 
"  feet. 

<£  At  Southampton  and  C.owes  it  rifes  about  fifteen  or  fix- 
"  teen  feet. 

"  When  the  tide  ebbs  at  Sfitheady  or  in  other  words  runs 
C{  to  the  weftward,  the  fea  frill  rifes  very  confiderably  in 
"  height,  and  continues  fo  to  do  at  leaft  an  hour  and  an 
"  half:  this  is  owing  to  the  ftrong  ebb  current  from  the 
"  eaftward  rufhing  in  at  o7.  Helen 's,  and  being  confined 
<c  within  the  narrow  limits  of  the  iiland  and  the  oppofite 
<f  coaft;  and  it  is  this  ebb  tide  from  the  eaft  which  fills  the 
"  harbours  within  the  ifland  to  fo  much  greater  a  height 
H  than  the  tide  rifes  without,  and  is  what  the  fea- faring 
<f  people  call  the  fecond  tide. 

"  At  full  and  new  moon  it  is  high  water  at  the  Needles 
<s  about  nine  o'clock; 

«'  At 


oo  FROM  DOVER  TO  THE  LAND'S-END. 

cc  At  Spit  head,  about  ten  ; 
<£  In  Portsmouth  harbour,  a  quarter  paft  eleven  ; 
C£  At  Southampton^  about  the  fame  time; 
64  At  Cowes,  fomewhat  fooner." 

In  my  prefent  Tour  we  followed  the  banks  of  the  Yar 
Yarmouth,  from  Freshwater- gate  quite  to  Yarmouth,  a  fpace  of  about 
three  miles.  On  the  eafl:  fide  of  the  entrance  of  the  har- 
bour frauds  the  fmall  town  of  Yarmouth,  with  its  C  a  (lie,  one 
of  the  feveral  fmall  fortrefTes  built  by  Henry  VIII.  to  repel 
the  predatory  naval  war  which  Francis  I.  carried  on,  particu- 
larly in  this  expofed  place,  after  our  Prince  had  formed  his 
league  with  Charles  V.  In  1671,  Yarmouth,  a  garrifoned 
town,  was  ftrongly  fortified,  and  had  a  draw-bridge  at  the 
eaflern  approach.  Charles  II.  in  his  progrefs  of  that  fu ra- 
ni er,  paid  a  vifit  to  the  Governor,  the  gallant  Admiral  Sir 
Robert  Holmes,  who  received  his  Majefly  in  this  town  in  a 
handfome  houfe,  which  he  had  built  .on  land  he  owed  to 
royal  favour.  He  died  in  1692,  and  was  buried  in  the 
parifh  church  :  his  fon  erected  to  his  memory  a  noble  monu- 
ment, with  his  ftatue.  The  epitaph  particularizes  the  brave 
action  of  1666,  by  burning  a  hundred  and  eight  merchant 
fhips  in  the  Isle  of  Schellingt  which  had  juft  arrived,  richly 
laden,  under  convoy  of  two  men  of  war,  in  the  port  of  Ulie. 
He  then  landed  a  number  of  troops,  and  concluded  this  raoft 
1  defhudtive 
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deftrti&ive  expedition  with  burning  the  great  village  of 
BranSaris,  and  in  it  immenfe  riches;  an  action  that  was 
greater  in  its  confequences,  as  it  occalioned  fuch  difcontents 
as  in  the  end  to  ruin  the  able  De  Witts^  and  overthrow  the 
French  faction  in  Holland. 

In  the  Epitaph  are  omitted  the  following  gallant  actions  Epitaph. 
of  our  great  Commander  : — In  1661,  he,  with  four  frigates, 
difpofTefTed  the  Dutch  of  a  fort  on  the  coaft  of  Guinea,  and 
another  on  the  river  Gambia.  In  1663  he  forced  out  of 
their  hands  the  fort  of  Cabo  Corso,  and  feized  the  important 
ifland  of  Goree,  but  met  with  a  repuife  before  St.  George 
del  la  Mma  ;  and,  not  content  with  this,  he  crofFed  the 
Atlantic  to  North  America,  and  made  a  conquer!  of  New 
Netherlands,  iince  called  the  Province  of  New-York.  The 
Dutch  complained,  and  the  King  was  obliged  to  affect  a  dif- 
pleafure,  and  to  commit  this  brave  man  to  the  Tower,  till  he 
made  it  appear  that  he  had  not  infringed  the  Law  of  Nations. 
He  renewed  his  glorious  activity,  in  16*71,  by  the  attack  of  a 
rich  fleet  of  Dutch  merchantmen  under  a  ftrong  convoy,  in 
which  he  fucceeded  partially  after  a  fpirited  engagement. — 
About  this  time  he  retired  to  his  government  of  the  Isle  of 
Wight,  where  he  fpent  the  remainder  of  his  days  in  an  ho- 
nourable retirement  till  his  death  on  November  18,  1692. 
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Before  I  leave  Yarmouth^  let  me  turn  weftward,  and  re- 
mark, that  the  fhore  continues  low  as  far  as  Cowes  harbour, 
and  trends  northerly.  Mid- way  is  Newto?i-bay,  an  efluary 
formed  by  a  river  of  the  fame  name,  and  others  which  flow 
into  it  from  eaft  and  weft.  It  is  capable  of  receiving  mips 
of  five  hundred  tons,  and  is  the  moft  fecure  haven  in  the 
ifland.  The  town,  antiently  called  Francheville,  is  a  bo- 
rough which  flrft  fent  members  in  the  27th  of  Queen  Eliza- 
beth  ;  it  is  fuppofed  to  have  been  burned  by  the  Danes  in 
1001. 

Brief  History     I  fhall  not  leave  the  ifland  without  giving  a  brief  account 

of  the  Isle.  . 

of  it  from  its  earlier!  hiftory.  It  was  added  to  the  Roman  em- 
pire about  the  year  45,  in  the  reign  of  the  Emperor  Claudius ■, 
Roman.  dv  Vespasian^  at  that  time  a  private  man,  and  an  officer  under 
Aulus  Plautius.  He  had  been  ordered  out  of  Britain  into 
Germany  \  he  fought  thirty  battles,  reduced  two  powerful 
nations,  took  twenty  towns,  and  fubdued  the  Isle  of  Wight. 
Long  after  this  (in  297)  Alectus  lay  in  wait  at  this  ifland 
for  the  Roman  fleet,  which  efcaped  by  favour  of  a  fog. 

Saxow  Cerclic  was  the  firft  Saxon  who,  in  495j  reduced  the 

ifland.    He  beftowed  it  on  Stuff  and  Whit  gar ,  who  cut  off 
the  remaining  Britons  at  a  place  called  by  him  Whit  gar  a- 
burgh)  fuppofed  by  Camde?i  to  have  been  (by  contraction) 
1  Carisbrook. 


FROM  DOVER  TO  THE  LAND'S-END 


203 


Carisbrook.  But  I  have  little  doubt  that  it  had  been  a 
ftrong  hold  of  the  Britons ,  which  underwent  the  common 
name  of  Caer  ;  the  addition  is  loft,  but  it  feems  probable 
that,  on  the  invafion  of  the  Saxons,  they  had  retreated  to 
their  ftrongeft  pofL 

Ceadwalla,  the  King  of  the  West  Saxons,  found,  in  686, 
Edelwalch  King  of  the  South  Saxons  in  polTeflion  of  the 
ifland.  Him  he  flew,  murdered  Arva?idus  the  Prince  of  the 
Ifland,  mafTacred  almoft  all  the  inhabitants,  but  gave  to 
Bifhop  Wilfred  a  fourth  of  the  Ifle  to  maintain  three  hun- 
dred families,  converts  to  Chriftianity  by  that  pious  prelate. 
Ceadwalla,  it  feems,  was  then  a  favourer  of  the  Chriftian 
religion,  and  afterwards  became  a  convert.  The  gift,  it 
appears,  was  in  confequence  of  a  vow  made  before  he  had 
conquered  the  Hie — that  he  would  maffacre  the  inhabitants, 
and,  if  he  gained  the  ifland,  devote  a  fourth  part  of  it,  and, 
like  Saul,  dedicate  the  fpoils  to  the  Lord. 

A  long  interval  happened  before  we  hear  more  of  this 
ifland.  Tosti,  brother  of  King  Harold,  invaded  it  in  1066 
with  a  fleet  of  pirates,  laid  it  under  contribution,  and  then 
departed. 

It  had  been  often  plundered  by  the  Danes  :  their  firft  in- 

d  d  2  vafion 
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vafion  was  in  787,  their  laft  in  1066.  In  1052  it  was 
plundered  by  Earl  Godwin,  then  a  banifhed  man,  who  ob- 
tained a  fleet  from  the  Earl  of  Flanders,  and  ftripped  the 
miferable  inhabitants  of  all  that  had  efcaped  the  barbarity  of 
other  invaders. 

William  Fitz-Osboni,  marfhal  to  the  Conqueror,  followed 
his  mafter's  example  ;  and  while  William  was  conquering 
England,  he  fubdued  the  Isle  of  Wight  for  his  own  ufe,  and 
Lords  of  the  became  the  flrft  Lord  of  Wight.     It  continued  governed  by 

Isle. 

its  Lords  till  the  reign  of  Edward  I.  That  wife  Prince 
determined  that  there  mould  be  in  his  dominions  no  impe- 
rium  in  imperio,  and,  in  the  year  1293,  had  the  good  fortune 
to  receive  the  voluntary  ceffion  of  the  ifland  by  the  then 
Lady  Wight ,  Isabella  de  Fortibus,  who  had  fucceeded  to  the 
honour  in  1283,  by  the  death  of  her  brother  Baldwin,  fifth 
Earl  of  Devonshire,  and  Lord  of  the  Isle  of  Wight.  She  was 
called  De  Fortibus,  as  me  was  widow  to  William  de  Fortibus 
Earl  of  Albemarle.  The  purchafe-money  for  the  ifland 
was  four  thoufand  pounds  :  the  bargain  was  concluded  in 
1293,  and  the  Lady  died  the  fame  night.  As  me  made  her 
will,  and  difpofed  of  her  eftates,  it  appears  that  the  King  only 
purchafed  the  regalities,  as  the  Crown  did  thofe  of  the  Isle 
of  Man,  within  our  memory. 
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The  King  retained  for  himfelf  the  title  of  Lord  of  the  A  King  of  the 

Isle 

Ifland,  and  governed  it  by  Custodes  or  Wardens.  Henry  VL 
in  1444,  honoured  Henry  Beauchamp  duke  of  Warwick,  fon 
of  Richard  earl  of  Warwick,  with  the  title  of  King  of  Wight, 
and  in  perfon  a  {lifted  at  the  coronation,  and  placed  the  crown 
on  his  head  ;  hut  the  ceremony  gave  him  no  fort  of  regal 
power,  as  the  King  had  not  the  right  of  transferring  any  part 
of  his  fovereignty. 

In  1295,  the  French,  jealous  of  the  great  ability  of  Ed-  ErenchInva- 
ward  I.  fitted  out  a  powerful  fleet  to  make  a  defcent  on  the 
English  coafts.     Edward  directed  that  proper  meafures 
mould  be  taken  for  the  defence  of  this  ifland,  but  no  attempt 
was  made. 

I  refer  back  to  page  164,  for  the  celebrated  gallantry  of  Sir 
Hugh  Tyrrel,  in  his  defence  of  the  ifland  againft  the  Fre?ich, 
in  the  reign  of  Richard  II. 

About  the  year  1340  the  French  landed  in  great  force  at 
St.  Helens  Point ;  but  were  repelled  by  the  bravery  of  the 
iflanders,  and  driven  back  to  their  fhips.  Sir  Theobald 
Russel,  one  of  the  Wardens  of  Cm ishrooh- castle,  was  killed 
in  the  action. 


The 
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The  French  invaded  the  Ifland  again  in  the  reign  of 
Henry  V.  \  after  which  it  remained  unmolefted  till  that  of 
He?iry  VIII.  I  refer  again  back  to  page  141  of  this  work 
for  the  account  of  the  fruitlefs  invafion  in  that  reign. 

Militia.  The  Militia  of  this  Ifland  had  been  very  refpe&able  :  all 
the  land-owners  were  obliged  to  defend  Carisbr  00k- castle 
on  their  own  charge  during  forty  days ;  and  every  perfon  of 
twenty  pounds  a-year  was  obliged  to  find  a  horfeman  com- 
pletely armed ;  the  watches  and  beacons  were  efpecially 
provided  for.  Many  great  men  were  alfo  bound  to  fend  a 
fupply  on  any  prefling  emergencies,  and  the  abfentees  were 
Parish  Artil-  fummoned  to  return.  The  Ifland  had  alfo  its  Parochial 
Artillery ;  every  pariiii  provided  one  piece  of  brafs  ordnance, 
which  was  either  kept  in  the  church,  or  in  a  fmall  houfe  built 
for  the  purpofe.  About  eighteen  are  ftill  preferved  ;  they 
are  of  one  pound  and  fix  pounds  caliber,  and  of  the  reigns 
of  Edward  VI.  and  Elizabeth.  The  carriages  and  ammu- 
nition were  provided  by  the  parifnes,  and  particular  farms 
were  charged  with  the  duty  of  finding  horfes  to  draw  them. 
They  were  brought  into  the  field  on  mufter  days  ;  and  the 
iflanders,  by  frequent  practice,  became  excellent  markfmen., 

Wardens.       The  Wardens  of  the. Ifland  were  men  of  rank,  or  proved 
abilities.    Sir  Richard  Worsley^  from  page  85  to  145,  has 

given 
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given  their  names,  with  an  hiftorical  account  of  the  tranf- 
actions  under  each.  The  fir  ft  was  Waller  an  de  Ties,  in  the 
year  1216;  the  prefent  is  Thomas  Orde,  efq.  We  find  a 
churchman  among  them  ;  for,  in  the  year  1 340,  the  Abbot  of 
Quarr  was  appointed  to  the  office.  I  find  the  name  changed 
to  that  of  Conftable  of  Car  isbr  00k -castle,  as  in  the  cafe  of  Sir 
Hugh  Tyrrel  and  others  ;  but  pofiibly  that  of  Captain  of  the 
Ifie,  another  title  long  in  ufe,  was  included  in  the  patent,  as 
in  the  cafe  of  Sir  James  Worsley  in  1 5 1 1  ;  and  even  the 
title  of  Governor  was  afTumed.  The  inhabitants  took  great 
umbrage,  as  if  an  extent  of  power  was  intended  :  this  ap- 
peared when  a  fycophant  Divine,  in  the  prayer  before  his  fer- 
mon,  in  1558,  gave  Sir  George  Carey  that  title.  It  certainly 
was  agreeable  to  Sir  George,  for  he  afterwards  claimed  it, 
and  with  it  an  unwarrantable  extent  of  power.  The  inha- 
bitants remonftrated  again  ft  the  la  ft,  and  the  powers  objected 
to  were  never  more  heard  of.  The  title  of  Governor  was 
indeed  refumed  in  1634  in  the  perfon  of  Jerom  earl  of 
Portland,  and  is,  I  believe,  continued  to  this  day  with  a 
certain  falary. 


THE  END. 


1 


GE17Y  CENIER  LIBRARY 


